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PREFACE. 



The sreat utility of epistolary writing if 
•0 well Knovrn, that the necessity of being 
acquainted with an art replete with aucl 
advantages, is needless to be insisted on. 
Those, who are accomplished in it, ar* 
too happ^ in their own knowledge to need- 
farther information concerning its excel- 
lence. And such as are unqualified to con- 
vey their sentiments to a friend, without 
the assistance of a third person, feel their 
deficiency so severely, that nothing need 
1^ said to convince them, that it is their in- 
terest to become acquainted with what is so 
nteessary and agreeable. 

Had letters been known at the beginning 
of the world, epistolary writing would have 
been as old as love and friendship ; for, as 
toon as they began to flourish, tne verbal 
messenger was dropped, the language of 
the heart wtis committed to characters that 
feithfuUy preserved it, secrecy was main- 
tained, and social intercourse rendered more 
free and pleasant. 

Some of the most ancient compositions 
w^e written in this manner, and the light 
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of the (^oipel was delivered by the holy 
spostlet m the epistolary way. 

Tbe Romans were perfect mwten of this 
art ; as Cxobro's letten sufficiently eyince ; 
nor are the moderns less sensible of its ex- 
cellences. Some of tbe finest French wri- 
ters have built Uieir feme upon epistolary 
correspondence; and. the £^ffUsh are at 
present so convinced of the advantages at- 
tending this method of conveying their 
sentiments, that it seems to have triumphed 
over almost every other species ef compo* 
'sition. The historian has adopted it; we 
nave the Greek and Roman histories, as 
well as those of other nations, admirably 
executed in letters. Almost every thiog 
didactic, and perceptive, is delivered ia 
this way. The novelist findi» it better 
adapted fo his piupose than anv uther mode 
of writing. No great poet is without his 
familiar epistle, to his friend; and the 
traveler, seemed losti till he found the 
method of conveying his intelligence in 
letters. 

Letters are the life of trade» the fuel of 
love, the pleasure of friendship, the food of 
the politician, and the entertainment of tha 
curious. 

To npedk to those we love or esteem, is 
the greatest satisfaction we are capable of 
knowing, and the next is, being able to con- 
neise wiUi them by lettat. 
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INTBODUCTIOK. ' 

Am ftoquaintuiee with th« comisim ftrm 
of letter writing, k of tudi omTvrMl Moetv 
•ity* tbfit no person ctn tnnieet Iwntmw 
with aatti&otion, without eom^ laio«H«d§9 
of them ; vad elegent letter writing I9 ont 
of thoM aoeomplijuiiMnti» whleb« howovif 
deeirable for every man of ecieQc^* it reeU/ 
nttainsble by few ; H on^bt therefore to hii 
«tQdied with greet attention by all ; and we 
hnow of no way in which it can be etodiea 
with greater proiqMct of adTantage* than hqf 
lair examples. 

We may tell the yoqng student, that Oi^ 
thography. Grammar, Style, an(lpanctuatio& 
are abeolutely necessary to enable him to ap»* 
petr with an;|r degree of respectabili^ as aa 
epistolary writer ; but unless we exhibit be* 
fore htm specimene, by examining which \m 
may see the propriety of this information, and 
the adrantage m attending to it, we do but 
little towards perfecting him in this oseful art 

Orthography is certainly of Uie highest 
importance, and the neglect of it will etfect* 
uaUy blast « man's cluracter ae a scholar* 
and stamp it with Tulcarity or stupidity. 
A correct ovUiography depends Tory nueh 
9m ■Mttory, m mdiog &m best Aasiieal 
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mfhort, and on stadying with can thoM 
tablet ao common in elementary booka» ia 
Vhich Uie apelUng of , wordit which have 
Bearly tiie aame sound, but entirelv difieT^ 
ant meanings, are set down, with short ex- 
planatioM to distinsuidi them. For want 
of attention to this distinction, we often sea 
words writben, ^^ch have a meaning wide- 
ly ^flbrent, nay, sometimea dirteuy eon*- 
traiy, from what the writer designed to ex« 
fress; for instance, meet for meatt except 
m oixeptf and we have seen mare for mtn^ 
m ; from anch errors ridicule will deserved 
\$ foUow. There are, however, difibrei^ 
modes of ^lelling some words among tfaf 
best authors, betwen which the writer may 
^rly choose for himself; such as honor, ei*' 
wumtuky batckdor, ffe» > 

We would advise those who cannot fully 
dej^nd on their memory for ^e siting, to 
wnte often by way of practice, with a good 
filing dictionary at their hand ; and care- 
roily correct what they haVe written, by th« 
book ; in this way they will soon, with 
care, be able to attain great perfection. 

C^rammar is deduced from certain rulea 
which nve every word its due force and 
form. False grammar, either in writing or 
•peakiag, but especially the former, throws 
a severe sarcasm on die eduoation of the 
dafoolter ; and in manjr iastaocesi make hia 
•onpoaitioii unintelligBiie, or at bestdafai* 
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«tts« But a careful attention to the plala 
mnd timple rules laid down in the beat 
grammara, will enable any one to write ia 
the l a ng u ag e of the preeent tiOMat and if 
he earefullf avoid affectation» hie kngoage 
will be plain, easy and elegant. 

St^le 11 of the first consequence in letter 
writing; and Tulgarism in language or writinr 
is a certain indication of had companT, a bad 
education, or being little read in good anthora 

When a person sitrt down to write a lel- 
Ctr, he ouent first to consider his subject 
and adapt hie style in some measure to it , 
for it would be absurd to treat the most soIp 
emn and important mysteries of our holy 
religion ; or to convey the information of 
some distressing casualt^^ in the same li^ht 
and airy manner, in which we might, with 
propriety, mention a preposterous marria|e 
or ludicrous incident. 

VTe have said the style ought to he adapt* 
ed to the subject ; thus, letters of bu^boieas 
ought to be as concise as they can poasiMy 
be made, and convey the necessary infor 
matten. During the American Kevolii- 
tioftary War, the following laconic epistle 
was for some time pasted up in the quarter- 
master gendraVs omce, as a master piece of 
this kind of writing; it waa from the quar* 
ter«master of a regiment then in camp, to 
whom new arms for the Tegiment had been 
sent, without bisCruelioM liew to 
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of thoM which they had on budi it wm 
tioiiehad ia theae words : 









Letterf of friendship* and containing in* 
Ibnnatien of the less unportant occurrencee 
af life, ought to be in a more free and eaqr 
•tyle ; but the greatest clearn^a^ and perspx- 
cuitjr ou^ht ever to be observed in them. 

Familiar letters ought to be in a still moro 
easy style ; and the subjects of them may be 
treated more lightly ; but great care ought to 
be taken never to descend to low wit or buf* 
Jbonery ; the best instruction! perhaps, for 
Ibis kind of writing, is to consider well what 
you are about to say, and write it exactly as 
you would tell it, if the person was present 

A few things with respect to the style of 
letters of every class, ou^t carefully to be 
avoided. 

Proverbial expressions and trite sayings an 
the flowers of the rhetoric of a low-bred man* 

An affectation in learning ii also a great 
Uemish in s^le : never make use Qivxf 
Word or mode of expression, wh^h there is 
danger that the person to whom it is address* 
ed may not understand ; and be careful to 
use none which you are not very sure you 
understand yourself; pompoaity in language 
or 9ityUt if always a eubje^t of ridiouU 
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Too froouoQt quoUti<»is k alto tnother 
error whica ought to bo cwfidly aroideds 
% potation or happy phrase judieiouflly in- 
troduced, is certainly an elegance in style; 
Imt tlLe too frequent introd|ictien of them* 
or of French or Latin phrases, or scraps of 
poetry, is an unpardonable affectation. 

In short, to acquire a genteel style, litde 
nore is necesnry than to follow nature^ 
and write with ease ; to use the most pol* 
ished and best turned sentiments the subject 
admits of; to avoid pedantry, affectation, 
ftnd the adoption of cant words and phrases^ 
and to be veiy careful respecting orthogreph- 
leal and grammatical accuracy. 

Punctuation is of ver^ great importance 
to perspicuity in composition, as it is neees 
sary to the proper division of sentences, 
which, without being so divided, might be 
ambiguous, unintelligible, or convey tdeai 
totally different from those of the writer. 
In general, points are the pauses which a 
good orator would use in speaking; and a 
knowledge of them may be acquired, by 
observing their position in books, and by 
consulting good treatises on the subject 

The art of writing a fair and handstmie 
hand, is also a very necessary attainment 
for those who are desirous of finishing their 
epistolary communications with elegance. 
8one have an idea that it is not geateel to 
write a good band : and in this waj attempt 

2 
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to jaetify their neg^Iigence, even when car- 
ried to mich an extent tiiat their eorrespon*^ 
dents find great diffi^cnlty in discovering th» 
contents of tiieir letters: but experience 
shows that many are solely indebted to the 
perspicuity and elegance of their hand 
writing for their elevs^on in tie world. 

Straightness in your lines ov|ght also to b« 
carefully attended to. Some make use of black 
lines, drawn on another paper, ^d laid under 
that on which they write, as a guide. Until 
you ac(|uire a facility of writing straight with- 
out, this is a good practice : if ever you are 
under the neosssity of drawiag lines with a 
lead pencil, be very careful toeffiiee'them by 
rubbmg them with India Rubber, or a crumb 
of bread, before your letter is sent away. 

Various opinions prevail with respect to 
the use of capital letters ; but all writers agree 
that every sentence should begin with one,and 
that proper names and the emphatical words 
in asentence should be distinguished by them. 

In folding yourletter8,do it so as to conceal 
the wafer, or (Usplay the seal intended for it ; 
the folds ought to be strongly pressed with a 
j^roper instrument, or with the hand, so as to 
I'e flat and make the corners sharp, and when 
they are sealed thi^ may show a handsome 
shape. 

The following ironical instructions which 
lately appeared m print, may have their use : 

*' UB careful to write your letters in such « 
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hand tliat ^e person to whom they we ad* 
drenedfhaU not be able tQ read them; partio- 
idarly, 

** Let your signature be such, that the 
person to whom ^ou write cannot discover 
your name ; and if your letter is directed to 
i stranKer» never add your place of residence 
to the date. 

" In folding your letter, do it in such a man* 
ner that the wafer or wax shall come exactly 
on some of the most important part of the wri* 
ting, and tear it entire^v away in opening ** 



ABVANTAOES OF LSTTKR WKTttfQ 

Besides personal intercourse and conrersa- 
tion with our friends, there is nothing that can 
bring us so near them, and keep us ac<^uainted 
with them, as letter writing. And in some 
respects this has great advantages over con- 
versation. We may, and often do, say things 
unadvisedly, and express our thoughts from 
momentary impulse, when if we were to write 
upon the same subj[ect, we should take more 
time for consideration, and express the more 
mature opinions arising from reflection. ^ 

A friend asks another for advice. It is given 
at the moment without considering the sub' 
iect in all its bearings and may be wrong ; per* 
haps the circumstances were not fully stated 



J30 IHTRODUCTIOir. 

by the pairty tfking advice and therefore tht 
ether cannot be qualified to advise nnder^ 
ftandingly. 
If the request had been mads in writine* 

S eater care would have been taken to state adi 
e circumstances fully and particularly, and 
in replying, the subject would be much more 
likely to he viewed and considered in all its 
bearings, and the result expressed clearly; 
and in case of misunderstanditifi; or forgetful- 
ness ef an opinion expressed, if in writing it 
may be referred toana reconsidered. In con- 
versation, what We hear ma/ pass from our 
minds without leavih^fllky impression, and be 
forgotten ; but in a letter, by repeated perusal 
it becomes fixed in our mip^s, and often, fay 
subsequently reading over a letter, we derive 
new ideas from it, that we had overlooked at 
first, and would never have impressed us by 
•imply viewing the words in conversation. 

That a letter written by us may be in exit* 
tence, and be read with interest years after we 
have passed away, is a strong reason why we 
should weigh welt what We write, not only in * 
the subject matter itself, but in those matter^ 
usually considered of less importance — ^the 
•tyle, punctuation,nrthography and grammar. 
Correct habits in all these points are obtained 
mly by cl6se attention and persevering effort, 
but once attained by practice they are kept 
■o familiar that it would be much more 
difficult to err than it is to write correetly. 
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Of ih0 Method of attaMng a good Siyie. 

To pretend te teach the art of fine writing 
b^ a aeries of raechanica^ rulea« woald be 
highly abanrd. The yonng student may« 
howeTer, be aasitted bj a few plain direo* 
tions coQeoning the proper method of at* 
tatninff i stylaeorrect and elegant 

In urn first plaee^ wto ovurht always to en^ 
dearer to obtain a clear and precise idea «if 
«rery subject of which we purpose to treat 
This is a direction which may at first nipear 
to have little relation to style. Its relatioD 
to it, however, is extremely close. The 
foundation of fine writing, is good sense 
accompanied with a lively imaginatii[|Pi. 
Th* a^le and thoughts of a writer aw ae 
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intimately connected, that it is frequently a 
difficult task to distineuish what dependi 
upon the one, and what upon the other. 
Whenever the impressions of objects upon 
the mind are faint and indistinct, or per^ 
plezed and confused^ our dtyle in treating of 
such objects can never be good. Where- 
as, what we conceive clearly, , and feel 
strongly, V^ shall niaturally ezpire« With 
clearness and with strength. Generally 
speaking, the . best and most proper ex- 
pressions are tiiose which a clear view of 
the Object suggests, without much labor cor 
inquiry. 

In the second placet to form a good stylo* 
the frequent practice of composing is india- 
pensably necessary. Many rules concerning 
ftyle have been delivered f but no rulea 
will answer the end without exercise and 
habit. At the same time, it is not every 
mode of composing that will improve stylew 
This is so far from being th^casS) that by 
careless and hasty compositisn, we ^haU in* 
evitably acquire a ve^y bad st^le ; we shall 
have moi^ trouble afterwards m unlearning 
faults and correcting negligences, than $ 
we had been totally unaccustomed to coxiK- 
position. At first, therefore, We ought to 
write slowly and wiUi much care. Let tb^ 
facility and speed of writing be the fruit of 
taager practice. 

« I enjoin,*' sa^ Quioctilian, ** that meli 
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fa triB begiiining the practice of compod- 
tion, write alowly and with ansdous deliber- 
tttion, Tbait great object at first: shcnild be* 
to write as well as possible : practice will 
oiable them to write speedily. By degreett 
matter will ofie^ itself still more readily : 
words will be at hand ; composition will 
flow; every thins^, as in the arrangement 
of a well ordered family, will present it* 
i^ in its proper place* The sum of the 
whole is this; that by hasty composition, 
we shall never acquire the art of composing 
wel); by wviting well, we shall come to 
write speedily. 

We must not, however, be too aaxiout 
abnut wosds : we must not retard the comrse 
of thought, nor cool the heat of the imagi- 
nation, by pausing too long on every word 
which we employ. There is, on certain 
occasions, a glow of composition which 
^ould be kept up, if we hope to express 
ourselves happily, though at the expense of 
allowing some inadvertencies to pass. These 
Btnst afterwards be scrutinized with a criti- 
cal eye. If the practice of composition ba 
tnefuU the laborious work of correcting is 
no leas so f it is absolutely necessary to our 
reaping any benefit from the habit of com- 
posing. What wo have written, should be 
Utd aside till .the ardor of composition bo 
past* tUl our fondness for the expressionr 
whidb we l^ve used* be worn off, viA the 
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flzprcifioitf fheoiMlTes be fofyQotten. 9v 
renewing our work with n oool and eritku 
0ye, M if it were tiie perfonnance of 
•aother, we shall diecover man^r imperfeo* 
tionfy which at &nt escaped onr Oooer?!* 
tioa. It is then the seaioii for - prumng 
redundancies; for ftyaraitiing the arrange* 
ment of sentences; uid for hringinff styU 
into a recalaTy correct, and supported form; 
To this lahor of correction all those tnusl 
submit* who would oommunicate theif 
thoughts to others with proper advantago* 
and some practice in it will soon sharpeit 
the eye to the most necessary objects of at« 
tentioB, and render die task much more 
easy and prseticable than might at first be 
imagined. 

In the Mrd place, with respect to the as^ 
aistknce which i« to be derived from the 
writings of others, it is obTious, that wa 
ought to render ourselves well, acquainted 
with the style of the best authors. This is 
requisite both to form a just taste in style, 
and to supply us with a full stoek of words 
on every subject 

. In the fourth jtlaee, we must bewsre of 
filing into a servile imitation of any author 
whatsoever. Imitation is alwap danger 
ous, and is likely to produce a stiff manner* 
Those who are addicted to close imitation* 
ganmlly imitate an author's faidts at well 
besniiMi No maii will ever hmsamm 
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t good writer or ^peak«r, who hM not iobm 
degree of coafidence to kHon his own m* 
nlas. We ought tooeware» in particauff» 
«r ado^ng ftnjT aiithoi.*'t noted imrauwi, ot 
treaforibing peangee from him. Sueh t 
kabit will pore &tal to all senntne eompe* 
litioii. It ie much bettor to nave eomething 
that is our own, thoa|;h of moderato beauty, 
than to affect to shtiie in borrowed om^ 
»ento, which will at last betray the utter 
poverty of ^mw Kcniue. 

In it^e fifth place f those who are ambitious 
of attaining a beautiful style, ought to study 
with attention the works of tiie most emi« 
nent poets. From this source is often de» 
izred a 'more delicato and elevated mode m 
expreation as well as of thinking. We find 
tihat <lie most excellent prose writers, both 
oC anoient and modem times, are those who* 
dwobig some part of their li^, have applied 
themselves to the study of poetry. 

In the Hxth place, it is an obvious but 
material rule, that we always studjito adapt 
our s^le to the subject ; and also to the csr 
pacity of our readers. Nothing merits the 
name of eminent or beautiful, which is not 
sneMto the oecasion, and to the persons to 
irksm it is addresMd. U is to the last de* 
fpw awkward and ateurd, to adopt a fiond» 
MMBlical styie» on oecasions when it should 
on 0mt sob business to argue and reason; 
«l»^irritosrith listetate peBip^4xf «xpt«i» 
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•ion to penonft who comprehend notiimg of 
it, and who can only s^re at onr anseasona** 
bl« magnificence. These are defects ncft 
to much in point of style, as, what is mncli 
^orse, in point of Common sense. Wheti 
we beffin to write, we ought previotialy to 
have osed in our minds a dear Goncepti<A| 
of die end to be aimed at. This end we 
ought to keep steadily in Tiew ; and to it 
We ought to adapt our style. If we do not 
sacrifice to this great object, every iU-timed 
ornament that may occur to our ikncy, we 
betrayft want of judgment ^ 

in the lagt plttee, I cannot conclude thd 
subject without this obserration^ that, ill 
any case, and on any occasion, attention td 
style must not engross us so much, as to da* 
tract from a hi^ser degree of attention to 
the thoughts. To your expression, be at- 
tentive ; but about your matter, be solicit- 
ous. 



CfCteame8$ and Precision in the StrudWf 
of Sentences. 

1. AuMmoxroB are frequency ooeithni'* 
ed by the improper use of toe Adre^ 
This part of speech, as its name implies^ li 
generalljy placed dose or near to w word 
which it modifies or a^ots; and its pro- 
priety and force denend ^ iU ponnoii. 
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Wy neglecting to adyert to Uiis circiimstanc6» 
writers frequently convey a different mean- 
tikg fr<M&, what they intended. 

2. Words expressing tilings oonnected in 
the thought, should be placed as near to- 
gether as possible. This rule is derived im- 
mediately from the principles of human na*- 
tore ; in which we may^ disoover a remarks 
able pro]^ensity to place together o^ecti 
tiiat are in any manner connected. When 
objects are lurranged according to their con- 
nections, we have a sense of order: when 
tfiey are placed fortuitously, we have a 
ionse of disorder. 

The connective parts of sentences are the 
moat important of sdl, and require the great- 
eat care and attention; for it is by theso 
ehiefly that the train of thought, the courso 
of reasoning, and the whole progress of the 
mind, in continued discourse of all kinds, if 
laid open ; and on the right use of these do- 
pends perspicuity, the greatest beauty of 
•tyle. 

3. Another great source ot ambiguity, is 
the too frequent repetition of pronouns, 
when we have occasion to refer to different 
persons. . 

4. A circumstance ou|;ht never to bo 
placed between two capital members of t 
period ; for by such an arrangement, we aro 
bft doubtM to which of me two the cir- 
eonste&ce ft&Tf But when it ii infeeijeet- 
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•d betwaoB parti of the member to whi^ 
it properly belongs, this ambiguity ii re* 
moved, and these memben are kept dit^ 
tinct lirom each other. 



Of UMy in Me Strueiurt ^ 8enienot$* ■ 

Iir compositiona of every description, ji 
certain degree of unity is absolutely «equi<« 
site. There must always be some leaduif 
principle to form a chain of connection b^ 
tween the component parts. In single sea* 
tencesy which are members of a compesi 
tion, the same principle must also he pve^ 
dominant 

1. Objects that have no intimato comiee^ 
tion should never be crowded into one seQ^ 
tence. A sentence or period ought to te- 
press one entire thougnt or mental propo^ 
sition; and difierent thoughts ou^ht to be 
separated in the expression, by being plao* 
ed in difierent periods. It is improper to 
connect in language, things whi<m are ■•* 
parated in reality. The peatest care 
should be taken to avoid viomtions of Ihie 
rule. 

3. Parentheses ought never to be iatre* 
duced in the middle of seatances; aad in- 
deed the iuul7 and beaut; of a period eaa 
never he.conipMie whwe tiM|f aie iatiodsp* 
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•d in any Mtu»tioii. At i>n»6at» tliey v* 
not 10 frequently used a» tney were former* 
]j : nnd it is to be hoped* that the time will 
■rriTo when they shall be entirely excluded' 
They are, at best, nothinc more than a per« 
fftlexed and awkward metnod of dispoeing of 
iome thought which the writer wants art te 
introduoe m its proper place. 

3. Sentences ought nerer to be extended 
beyond what seema their natural close. 
E^h one should have a beginning, a middlet 
•ad an end. It i^ed not here m observed, 
that, according to szm laws of rhetoric, an 
unfinished sentence is no sentence at aU. 
But we frequently meet with sentences 
^pi^ch may be said to be more than finish* 
•d. When we have arrived at what we 
■ e;xpected was to be their conclusion, some 
e^rcumstanee which ought to have been 
omitted, or to have been otherwise dispoesd 
o^ suddenly presents itseUL Such appen* 
dl^es tend to destroy the beauty and to di- 
aunish the strength ^f the period 
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2. A sentence ought to be divested of afl 
lidundant words. These nuj aoaetimee 
be consistent with dea n i es s and uni|y; 
bu|.ihey ar^ always . JKre^oncilaUe with 
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Strength. It is an invarisMe maxtm, tiai 
words which add nothing to the sense or to 
the' clearness, must dimmish the force d 
^expressicm. 

2. A sentence ought also to be diyested 
df all redtmdant members. Eterf member 
^ould present a new thought. Yet w^ 
sometimes meet with periods in which th« 
last membeor is nothii]^ more than the eefaf 
of the first, or a repetition of it in a diffiir* 
ent form. - • 

3. In constructing a sentence, partictdar 
attention should be |>aid to all the particles 
employed in transition and connection; 
The graCeMness and strength of a period 
must in a great measure d^end on WMrds 
of this description. They are tiie joints 
and hinges upon which all sentences turn. 
The various modes of udng them are S0 
numerous, that no particular rales respect^ 
ing them can be formed. We must be Sl" 
rected by an attentive consideration of tiie 
practice of standard writers, joined wi& 
frequent trials of the different effscts pro- 
duced by a different application of those 
particles. 

: 4. In arran^ng a sentence, the most im* 
pHortant words ou^ht to be placed in that 
•ituatioD in which they will make the 
vtroxigest impression. Eveory one must per^ 
c^ve> that m all sentences there are cer 
(aiA wordt^itf superior importance; and i^ 
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if equally obvious that thoM words riiould 
ttand in a couspicuops imd distinguished 
place. But the precise station which thej 
eught to occupy, cannot be ascertained by 
any {|eneral rule. Their position must Ta« 
ry with the nature of the sentence* Per* 
•picuity must erer be studied in the first 
pinee: and for the most part, the impor- 
tant wor^ are placed at tbe beginning of 
the sentence. 

5. Sentences ou^t never to be coaclud- 
ad with words that make an inconsiderabla 
firare. Such conclusions always have die 
imct of enfeebling and degrading. Thera 
tDiky indeed be sentences in which the 
stress and significancy rest chiefly upon ad<* 
verbs, prei>ositiona or some other word of 
the same kind. In this case Uiey ought to 
have a principal place allotted to them. 
No objection, therefore, can be urged 
against such an arrangement as ^>pears in 
this period: "In their prospconty, mj 
friends shall never hear of me: in their 
adversity, aiway." Here the adverb a/* 
tpays, being an empfaatical word, is so plae- 
ady as to m^e a strong impression. 

6. In tiie members of a sentence whara 
two objects are either compared or eo^ 
trasted, some resemblance in the langusgv 
•ad aonstmction should be preserved. 
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CfBanmmy in fhe Structure pf Sentencetf 

AiAnsovGH wmnd is a qiitlity of nradi 
Imb importones than mom, yet n moat net 
be altogetber diiregarded. For m aound* 
are the vehicle of our ideaa, there moat al- 
waya be a pretty intimate oonneetion be* 
tireen the idea which ia oonteyed, and the 
aound which oonreya it Pleaaing Ideai 
can hardly be tranamitted ta the mind by 
«ieana ef hurah and diaagreeable aotmda 
At theae the mind immediately revolts^ 
KoHung can eater into the aflbctiona whidi 
atumbUAi at the threahold by oflfending the 
ear. Muaic haa naturally a great poweat 
oyer all men to prompt and facilitate cer> 
tain emotiona; inaomnch, that there aM 
aeareely any diapositiona which we wiah to 
raiae in olliera, but oertain aounda may be 
found concordant to these diapoaitiona, and 
tending to excite and promote diem.— Laa« 
foage la, to a certain degree, poaaeaaed of 
uie aame power, l^ot content with afaa* 
ply interpreting our ideaa to the hearer, it 
can communicate them enforced by the c<Nr<* 
teaponding aonnds } and to Uke pleaaura ot 
imparted knowledge, ctfi add the new attl 
aaparata uleaaure Of melody. 

In the naitnony of aonteneea^ two ^ia^i 
may be eonaidered; agreeable aoond^ or 
modulattoBt in ganaial without any petti* 
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f«l«r mBpTmmoia^ and aonnd §o oKdendy at 
|» Jbaeooe •xproKirt of tlie MUM. 

Let us firit eonaidor iottiid» in g«MnI, 
m Um iiroperty of a wdi-conitractod mh- 
lence. The musical cadence of a Mntence 
will depend upon two eircvmstancM : the 
•Mce of woraty and die anrangemcnt of 



With regard td the choice of worde* litd# 
can be said, unless we were to descend into 
a tedious and friTolous detail concerning 
the powers of the several letters, or simple 
sounds, of which speech is composed. It 
is evident, that those words are most agreea- 
ble to the ear, which are composed^ of 
smooth and ]i(^uid sounds, where tnere is a 
proper intermixture of vowels and conso- 
nants, without too many harsh consonants 
clashing with each other, or too many open 
* Towels in succession. It may always be 
assumed as a principle, that whatever 
words are difficult in pronunciation, are, in 
the nme proportion, narsh and painful to 
the ear. VoweU add softness, consonants 
strength, to the sound of words. The me- 
lody of lanffuage requires a due proportion 
of bodif and will be destroyed by an excess 
of either. Long words are commonly more 
agreeable to tne ear than monosyUablea. 
Tiwy pleaM it by the succession of sounds 
which they preMnt; and accordingly the 
BWit mwku langnagef po«eM them in 

» 
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the gratest aboiidaBce. Among wurdf «f 
any length* thoee tre meet mumcal which 
do not wholly coniist either of long or 
abort arEahleay bnt contain a due tnterraiz* 
tore of both. 

Howerer well choaen and well aomding 
the worda themaelTea nay be, yet if they 
be ill diapoaed* the moaic of the aentenes 
ioirttady loat 
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MINISTER'S ADVICE 

TO A 

T0UN6 LADY. 



Tax winnixig fpnce will lote iti power to 
ehann» 
Thj imile to ranqutsli^ and thy brmft to 



The reign of beanty* like the blQomiB§ 

flower. 
Is but the pride and pagecnt of an hour ; 
To^y iti aweets perfune the ambient aiff 
To-morrow sees it shnink, nor longer fair. 
Such the extent of all. exienuti away ; 
At beat, the glory of aahort liv'd dqr. 
Then let the mind yonr noblest care engage; 
Ita beauties last beyond the fliffht of age I 
'TIS maiTa/ eharms protract each dying naee, 
Aiad renorate the nloom that decked the 

bmuteons fiuce. 
^ Let oT^y Tirtne rdgn within th^ breast, 
net Heav*a appro? «•» or mikei itf owner 

blest; 



36 A ministsr's advice. 

To candor, truth, and charity diTine, 
The modest* decent, lovely vlrtuee join : 
Let wit, w^ temper'd* meet with aenee rt* 

an'd. 
And eyery thought ezpfeH the polith'd 

loind, 
A mind above the Aieanneia of deceit ; 
Of honor pure— in oonaeious virtue great ; 
In every cnange that keeps one tteacfy aim» 
And fiiels that joy and f ktd^ are the taitte. 
And ! )et pltidetkce o*et each thought pr» 

side. 
Direct in public, and in private guide ; 
Teaok thee the inaree of artifice to abun. 
And know, not feel, how othera were utt- . 

done; 
Teach thee to tall the iSatterer from the 

friend. 
And thoee who love from those who but 

pretend.* 
Ah! M^er kk flrtfr^ tei^ y<m to be^ 

licfve; 
For man is ftiss, and ftMam^*^ dioedire ; 
Adores those shams his fUsibeod would 

disdain, ' 

And laughs at osiifidsiioe 1m strives t» 

gain* 
AnA If daUghtyttiirlnssm ^fhr wcrald tamt 



* Ladiat San aavat too MvHoaaly ■h«a bypt^ 
eiHa ia lova, a* flM Vtaa of IbBUa IffMOaBM aad 
virtaa 
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O Avlh the vicious, dread the faitbleM 

breaift ! 
i^lbdifin breatbet, where'er they take their 

And weeping innocence beoomes a prey ! 
The ali^ntest blasts a female's bliss destroy. 
And taint tiie souice of all her aweetsst 

Kill every biossom, OTerniM each flower, 
Aad wrest from beauty all its chanaing 

power* 
*rhe dying bad may burst to life again, 
Aod hem overspread the snow-i 

plain; 
Qreeft leaTes may clothe the wintfry widoir 

ed trees, 
Aftd where frost nlpt> may £ui the wesleni 

breeze; 
*« But beanteoiis w<»Ban no redemptton 

knows I 
Thm woands of honour, time « can never 

elose ;*' 
Her virtae sunk, to light can never rise. 
Nor Jnstre beam firani once guilt-douded 

eyes. . 
Fiz'd be thy mind, those pleasures to pur- 
sue. 
That reason points as permanent and true ; 
Think not that Uiss can mingle with t 

throng* 
WhirlM by a tide «f idle lonos along s 
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Think not that Pleasure llTes With pomp 

and atate, 
h soothes the bosom of the rich and mat; 
Think not to meet her at the ball or mity^ 
Where flirt die frolicsome, and haont tii« 

Think not she flatters on the pnUic walk,^ 
Or prompts the tongue that pours QimiMa* 

ingtalk 
Or loves the breath. i^ compliment to fe^. 
Or stamps on crowns her estimable seal. 

True Female Pleasure, of more modail 
kind, 

Springs from the heart, and lires within the 
mind; 

From noisy mirth, and grandeur's route aht 

:rr-^ flies. 

And in domestic duties wholly lies. 

As fades the flower, that's rearM with ten- 
der tare 

When left expos'd to storms and chiUii^ 
air; 

So fades the fair, in reason's sobor ^» 

That braves the crowd, nor heeds ttM dan« 
gcr nigh ; 

Who giddy roves, with Folly's aM9j 
queen. 

Nor loves the transports of a life seraiM. 

Be thine the friendship of a chosen /ms^ 
eveiy virtue uniformly true ; 
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Be thine the conrerse of some kindred 

mind, 
Candid to all, but not to erron blind ; 
JProdent to check or warn unguarded youth, 
iUid guide thy tHeps in innocence and in 

truth. 
Tuoee tvho regard, will Msoine language 

waive; 
And, in the friend sincere, for^t the ilave \ 
VfUl make, like me, your happiness itscare, 
Hor wink at specks, fliat render you less fair. 

From bookSf too, draw much profit and 
. delight. 
At early morning and at latest night ; 
But far, far ! from thy chaste eyes r»* 

move 
The bloated page, that paints licentiooi 

love; 
That wakes the passions, but not mends tha 

heart, 
And only leads to infamy and art ! 
Let 'Addison's and Johnson's moral page. 
And Hawkesworth's pleasing style, thy 

hours engage. 
From Milton feel the warm poetic fire. 
Whom all the nymphs of Helicon inspire ; 
With Thompson, round the varied Seasons 

rove. 
His chaste ideas let every heart improra. 
Lat toneAil Pope instroct yoa how to «nf » 
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To frame the lay, and raiee the treKhUiif 
wing. 



Such be the joyi } and throngh this 

ried life, 

Whether a maid, a mo&0t. or a wifej 
Hay &ir content forerer fill tlnr hreaat, 
And not an anxioua care disturb thy rests 
Kay love, the poreet passion of the skies, 
Flay rouxid thy heart, and apaf kle in thiai 

eyes J 
Hay all thy worth be virtae^l sweet regard, 
And goodness, only, claim thy just reward. 
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ON BUSINESS. 



LETTER I. 

ffifm a Toung Tradesman to WMt$aU 
DtaUn^ voUh an Or44r, 

Obhtlemeu, 

I Ifeope it will Aot be « diiagreeable sur- 
prise to see below an order on my account. 

I am not the least doubtful of your serr- 
ing me on the best terms; that is, so as to 
enable me to sell as cheap as others And 
whenerer you have occasion for money, 
your demand shall either be paid, or you 
may draw on me for the amount. Pray be 
careful in choosing my goods, and expedi- 
tiotif in forwarding them, which will tend 
to increase your correspondence with, 
Geatlemen, 

Tour most obedient servant. 
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LETTER n. 

I)rom a Tradeaman in the CowUrf U a 

Dealer m the CUy. 
Sol, 

HaTing been recommended to you by Mr. 
Roberts^ with wh(»n I seryed my appren- 
ticeship, I hare herewith sent you a small 
order, as under, which I hope ^ou will ez6« 
cute on as good terms, and with the same 
care and despatch, as for the rest of your 
correspondents. After having given me 
the usual credit, I will remit yon a United 
States bank bill for the amount ; and if you 
treat me well, I will omit no opportunity of 
increanng my commissions, and testifying 
that I am, with mnch respect, sir. 

Your most obedient iiumble servaat 



LETTER IIL 

jpy-om a Taung Tradeaman to the Cuetomen 

of ki» late Master s {a circular letter) 
Sir, 

With much regret I inform yon of the un- 
expected decease of my late worthy master. 
Mr. P. b&s caused his executors to make an 
arrangement, by which I am to transact the 
business he was used to carry on, for tha 
joint benefit of his widow and iiijiclf» till 
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hit ton, now only fourteen yean old, cobms 
to jtdta of maturity ; at which time Mrs. 
P. u to retire* and he is to take an actire 
part and share in the business. 

Under these circumstances, I take the li- 
berty to solicit a continuance of your favors 
in the wa^ of business, for my own as well 
«s the widow and orphan's benefit; assu- 
ring yott that ^U your orders shall be attend- 
ed to with the utmost punctuality and cart 
I am, sir. 

Your n^t obedient and humble semnt 



LETTER IV. 

tVom a Tatmg Man whote Master had loH* 

ty died. 

I doubt not but you have heard of my late 
worthy master's death. I have serred him 
as an apprentice and journeyman^ above 
twelve years ; and as his widow does not 
choose to carry on the business, I have ta- 
ken the store and stock in trade, and shall 
be glad to deal with you in the same man- 
ner he did. I have sent the enclosed order 
for payment of such bills as are due, and 
you may depend upon punctuality wiUi re- 
spect to the remainder, for which purpose 
let them be entered as my debt. Please to 
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•md the eneloted order, and let the goods 
be the best you have, which will oblige 

Your humble serTalit 



LETTER V. 



Youft I reeeired, atid am extremely m«^ 
ry to hear of the death of my good friend, 
your late maeter; but, at the fame time, 
pleased that hie buainese has fallen into such 
good hands as yours. You have double ad- 
vantage over a stranger, as. you are well ac- 
quainted both with your late master's trads 
. and customers, which by his dealings wi^ 
me appear to be very extensive. I hav^ 
sent your order in ten bales, marked 0. P.> 
by the Speedwell, of Norfolk, John Thomp- 
son, master, and you will find &em as good 
and cheap as any that are to be had in the 
city.'' I heartily thank^yon fwr rour offered 
correspondence ; and shall, on all occasions. 
use you with honor. I with you all ma^nes 
of success ; and am, 

Tour humble servant 
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LETTER VI. 

t\rcm a Tradttmantoa (huimiier^ demand 
ing Pafmeni of Money, 

Yotir Mil Ibr soods supplied lut year, 
imi now be«n deuTered npwairds of three 
months, and I hare waited on ^ron aeveral 
times to scdicit payment, but have not been 
io fortunate as to find you at home ; I hare 
|i Tery large snm to make up in the cours# 
of a week, and shall esteem it a very par- 
icular favor, if ^on can let me have the 
amount of my bill delivered within that 
time. I trust you will excuse the liberty I 
take in writing to you on this subject, 'and 
believe me, sir, 
Tour most obedient and humble servant 



LETTER Vn. 
Afuwtt to ikfpreeeding. 

8lBf 

I am sorry yoD have had the trouble of 
ealling so often for your money, and still 
more uiat it is not in my power to pay yocar 
bill witiiin the time you mention ; I am, 
at present, very short of cash, and shall be 
so Kit six weel^ ; at the end of that time I 
wSU settle with you. 

I am. nft your humble servant J 
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LETTER Vm. 

nejrradetmaiCi Bgfiff*, 
SxK, 

I Bhoald be soriT to appear troQblee(aa« 
to any customer ; but you ^o are not in 
any bttnieM, mty not probably know hoir 
•ubject tradesmen are to lar^ demands for 
cash, and how much an omission of payment 
may injure them in the world ; the credit 
on your bill alreadY exceeds, by some 
months, what is usual in trade to gire, and 
what I g;iTe my customers in general ; I 
hope, therefore, you will not take it amiss, 
tbat I hare drawn on you at six weeks fo|r 
the amount of my demand ; I have sent tiie 
bill by my clerk for your acceptance, not 
doubtuig that it will be duly honored, and 
&at you will excuse this liberty from, 
. Sir, your most humMe obedient servant 



LETTER IX. 

ti^atiee to a Marehani. 

It g;ives me the greatest pain to be undet 
the necessity of writing to you on the sub- 
ject I am now about to do, but I think it 
better to i^prise you of the arowastance 



beldarehind, than to permit a bill with yoor 
name on it to be. dishonored without your 
knowledge. The failure of Mr. C. who if 
my debtor to a eonsidentble imovnt, and 
from whom I was in dailT expectation of 
payment, has strained me for cash so much 
that I can only raise $90 towards the amount 
ef the bill for 997»17, which I accepted la 
your faTor, and which will become aue the 
day after to-morrow. 

If yon would hare the kindness j if the 
bill remains in your huids, to receire that 
•am, in part, and my acceptance at two 
months for the remainder, I will take care 
it shall be duly attended to; or if the bill is 
out of your hands, if you would fkrour me 
with cash to suppljr the deficiency, I will 
give you the like bill and allow disoount, 
with pleasure. I am eiven to understand 
there wiU be a considerable diyidend of 
Mr. C.'s effects; if an assignment of my 
claim -on him would be any satisfaction to 
you, as a collateral security, I am willing to 
make it, or do any thing else in my power 
to convince you, uiat I mean to act honest- 
ly. I am, dear sir. Your sincwe friend. 
And obliged humble serrant- 
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Ihm m imani fo a Idtrndhrd^ tmeming 
delay i^ Paymtnt 

I hare be«& your tannit tboT0 ten jeu§ 
ia ihe howM when I now live, and yon 
kiiow that I have nerer fiuled to pay my 
rent quarterly when due. At present I adk 
extremely aorry to infovm you, thatirom a 
rariety of loams and diaappointmenti, I ani 
Ander the necessity of begging that you wiU 
indulge me one qnarter longer; by tha( 
time I hope to hare it in my power to an* 
■wer yonf just demand* and the &vor shall 
be ever graiefiitly acknowledged by your 
Obedient huiible senrant 



LBTTSR XI 
2%eJn9war 



It was nerer my intention to oppress yov. 
I have had long trial of your honesty, and 
therefore you may rest perfectly, satisfied 
concerning your present request No de» 
mand shall be made by me, upon yon for 
rent, until it suits von to pay it; for I am 
convinced, you will not keep it from me 
viy longer. 

T am yoQM sincerely. 
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LETt£RXn. 

Jin wgeni de^umdfor Payment, 
Mr. Thobcpsoit, 

The exigence of my affairs compelfl me 
thus importunely, nay, peremptorily to 
write to you. Can you think it poflsible to 
eaurrv on business in the manner you act by 
me f You know what promises you have 
made, and how from time to time you have 
broken them. Can I» therefore, depend 
upon any new ones you make ? If you use 
others as you do me, how can you think of 
carrying on business ? If you do not, what 
must I think of the man, who deals worso 
by me than he does by others? If vou 
think you can trespass more upon me tnan 
you can on others, that is a very bad com* 
pliment to my prudence, or- your own grati* 
tude; for surely good usage should be en- 
titled to the same in return. I know how 
to allow for disappointments, as well as any 
man ; but can a man be • disappointed for- 
ever ? Trade is so dependent a thing, that 
it cannot be carried on without mutual 
punctuality. Does not the merchant ex- 
pect it iVom me for those very goods I send 
you? And, can I make a return to him 
without receiving it from you ? What end 
can it answer to give you two years credit, 
and then be at an uncertain^, for goods 

4 
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which I tell at a smaU profit, and hare ob« 
1^ six months credit for myself? Indeed, 
eir, this will never do. I mnat be mora 
punctually used by you, or else deal as MU 
tie punctually with others ; and then, what 
must be the consequence f In short, sir, I 
expect a handsome payment by^ the next re- 
turn, and security for the remainder. I am 
loath to take any haish measures to procure 
Justice to myself, my family, and creditors 
For I am, if it be not your own fault. 
Your faithful friend and servant 



LETTER XUI. 
TheAruwer, 

I acknowledge with gratitude the lenity 
you have at all times shown, and my being . 
obliged to disappoint you so often has given 
me much uneasiness. I do assure you, eir, 
that I am not so ungrateM as my conduct 
has given you reason to believe. From the 
state of my accounts, you will find that the 
greatest part of my property is in the hande^ 
of country dealers, who, although they sel- 
dom fail, yet their times of payment are 
precarious and uncertain. However, to 
convince you of my integrity, I have sent 
by this day's post an order for seventy dol- 
lars, and JkBOX wedc you shall recdve one 
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BLttoti larger. The remainder shall be feat 
in a short tima. I ana determined for the 
future, to make the rules laid down in your 
excellent letter a guide in my deidings with 
those people, whose dilatorineas in making 
SQod tneir payments to me, obliges me to 
disappoint you ; and to convince you fur- 
ther of my mtegrity, the goods which I or- 
der, until the old account is paid off, shall 
be for ready money. I doubt not but yon 
win continue to treat me with th9 same 
cood usage as formerly, and believe me to 
ie unfeignedly. 

Your obliged humble eervant 



LETTER XIV. 

lirom a Mar chant to a TVademnan^ demand' 
ing Money t and escpreswig DiaapprebO' 
tion of hie jproeeedmgt, 
Sn, 

Inclosed is your account, and I am sonr 
the statement of your mode of living, which 
has been reported to me, is such, that I 
must in justice to myself, demand an imme- 
diate payment of the balance. It is not my 
disposition to act unkindly, or distress any 
man ; but when I see people with my prop- 
erty in their hands, sqaundering away their 
substance in wanton extravagance, it be- 
comes necessary for me to see a little to 
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mj afikin. Sir, I am informed you keep % 
horse and chaise, and country lodginge; 
tiiat you belong to clubs, and are a Buck of 
the fashion, a ¥Vee and Easy, and I know 
not what else ; in a word, &at business ii 
but a secondary concern with you ; nay» 
what is worse, I have heard it hinted that 
you game. I began the world, sir, with % 
greater capital than you, and with as good 
a connexion, in cheaper times, but I neve# 
kept a horse till I was not able to walk, 
«mI other men ne richer than myself, kept 
their coach ; as to the sin and Iblly of wast* 
ing my time in debauchery and gaming, I 
always was above it, for whatever you may 
think, a man is much more creditably em- 
ployed in his business, than in sotting 
amongst mimics and stage players, or wast- 
ing money not his own, amongst sharpers. 

Sir, your having married my kinswoman 
will not protect you against my taking the 
necessary steps to recover my money : vfen 
you my own son, I would not act otherwise, 
and am very sorry to have re&son to cease 
subscribing myself* 

Tour sincere Mend 
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M* 



LETTER XV. 

ntJifuxoer, 
Dear Sir, 

For M> I thall persevere to cdl you, 
notwithstanding th6 unkindness of your 
list, you have lived long enougk in tbtt 
world to know that when a man is fortunate, 
in any respect, there are not wanting enri- 
pvm persons to do him aii injury ; I eon^ 
«ldered mytelf happy in the poooossioB oi 
f&nt good opinion, and have iound an en»- 
4ny to supplant me. I will answer the 
eharges you bring against me, one by one, 
vnd you will see at once how little they tr^ 
founded in truth. 

As to my keeping a horse and chaise» I 
have not rode m one, except yours, these 
three years, only once on this occasion : B. 
who owed me a great deal of money, wa» 
absconding near the seacoast; I learnt 
where he Was, and having got a writ out 
against him, went down to the place with 
my attorney, that it might be properly exe- 
cuted, and the chaise was his; so I only 
paid for the hire of the horse, which was, 
on the whole, a saving to me. 

The state of my *poor wife's health is 
such as to x'equire country air, and I hate 
taken a lodging for her near K. but this is 
sosmall an expense* I am persuaded, w«r# 
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you the most nuserable economist in the 
world instead of a liberal minded man, yon 
would think such a trifle ought not to be 
spared to preserve your cousin's health and 
perhaps life. 

As to cliri)s» I belong to none, except the 
lodge of Freemasons, to which you yourself 
introduced me, and you, who knew all the 
momben, can judge whether they are pro- 
per company or not ; and with respect to 
gaming, I can declare I never playea at any 
game of chance in my life, except whist* 
mnd not that for iidore Uian ashilUng a point< 

But let assertion go for nothing between 
us» and facts speak for themselves ; if you 
will favor me by eating a bit of dinner at my 
house to-morrow, we will go <»v6r my boolv 
together, and you will see by the regularity 
and general state of them, now I attend to 
business; and as it will be Saturday, on 
which day I usually go to E. if you will 
have the goodness to take your tea there, 
you will see what sumptuous country lodg* 
uuES I have got. 

If you insist on instant payment of the 
balance of your account, i must arrwige 
iQatters accordingly; but though it willput 
me to some inconvenience, it will inot efiace 
Uie memory of past kindness, n<Nr prevent 
my acknowledging myself 

Your much obliged (Head* 
And humble semnt 
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LETTER XVI. 

SoHeUmg the Loan of Mmeyfram a 
JMend, 
DxAjfc Six» 

I believe that ever since yon first knew 
me> you will be nsadj to acknowledge that 
no person was ever more diffident in ask- 
ing favors than myself. Indeed I have al- 
ways considered it as more pleasing to an 
honest mind, to confer, than rece^re a fa- 
vor ; but an unexpected afflietion in my fa- 
mily obliges me to solicit your assistance, 
%j the loan of about forty dollars for siv 
nonths; but on this condition, that v*^ 
lan spare it without hurting yourself; lor 
( would by no means choose that my friecMi 
should suffer in his present circumstancet 
in order to oblige me. Indeed, sir, I was 
«>me days engaged amongst my acquaint* 
ances to raise the money, before I eouli 
prevail with myself to a^ it from you; 
and that I have now done it, i9 from a prin- 
ciple far more noble than any lucrative 
motive; nor indeed would I have asked it 
at all, were I not morally certain of pac- 
ing it at the time proposed. I hope this 
wul not give any ofifence, and as I before 
said, if it is any way inconvenient, let m^ 
beg that you will refdse it 

I am, sir, 
Yantm wHK i^ greatest ibcerity. 
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LETTER XVn 

TheJmww 
DsAR Sn, 

I could ndt hesitate one moment ia 
enewering your letter; tod lied I known 
that tnj worthy friend had been in th« 
want of the enm mentioned, I should ne^ 
Ter have put his una£RBeted modesty to th« 
blush by suflEerins him to ask it ; no, sir, 
the offisr shouid naye come from myself. 
However the sum is sent by the bearer, 
but let me beg, if you consider me really 
as your friend, Uiat yovL will suit the pay* 
ment to your own circumstances, witnout 
being confined to a particular time; and 
not only so, but that you will likewise com- 
mand my assistance in every thing dM^ 
wherein I can serve you. But lest you 
think me strictly formal, I have hereby gi- 
ven you leave to draw on me to the amount 
of two hundred dollars, or for any less sum, 
to be paid as is most suitable to your cir- 
cumstances* 

I am, sir, your lincete friend. 
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USTTERXVin. 

n a Permm wko toonli l» harrow Mmejf 
tf another, without any claim hut .JtiW 



fin* 

While I was out of town» I find yov 
did me the fvmt of inqiiiriiig two or three 
tUaes for ttie; and amon^ my letters I 
found one from you, detinn^ the loan of 
fifty doUan. You must certainly hare mis* 
taken me or yourself very much, to think 
we were enouj^h known to each other foi 
snch a transaction. I was twice in youi 
company ; I was delighted with your con* 
yersation, and tou seemed as much pleasec 
with mine. Should I answer the demandi 
of every new acquahitanee, I should eoor 
want power to oblige my old friends, fur 
eren to serre myself. Surely, sir, a gen 
tUman of your merit cannot be so Uttle be 
loTed as to be forced to seek new acquaint* 
ance, and to have no better friend than onr 
ef yesterday. Be this as it may, it does 
not at all suit my convenience to comply 
with your request, and therefore I must b^ 
you to e3Bcase9 

Tours, Ate 
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LETTER XIX. 
M^fmai to lend Money. 

I am exceedingly sorry that your r»» 
quest comes to me at a time when I am ao 
pressed by my own a^birs, that I cannot 
with any conrenience, comply with it. 
On any future opportunity, when I may 
have money to spare, I shall be ready te 
oblige you. I hope» sir. yon will thertlbr* 

Your most humble semnt 



LETTER XX. 
Compliance to lend Money, 

SULf 

I consider myself much obliged in fhk 
request you make me. I most cheerftdly 
comply with it, and enclose a note for the 
requeued sum jAjrable at siQ^t; and am 
not a little glad it is in my power to show 
yen how much I am, sir, 

Tour fidtfafal fri«Bd and Mrfaat 
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LETTER XXI. 

JVpm an wuohent Debtcr^ to 

Creditor, rtquutmg an tnaeUifotion mI» 
Aif accounUt for the ben^ qfkii Cfred* 

itOTM, 

Sol, 

When I first entered upon bnfine«, I lit^ 
de thought that eTer I should be imdiNr th* 
necessity of writing to you on such a sub« 
Ject as this; but experience teaches em 
that it is much better to acknowledge the 
state of afiairs to my creditors, than put 
them to the ezp^ue of commencing suits 
•gainst me. To you therefore^ sir, as th* 

Serson to whom I am principally indebted, 
I address myself on this melancholy 
occasion, and must freely acknowledge thiit 
my afiairs are very much perplexed. I 
have these ten years past endeavored to ato* 
quire something for myself, but in vain. 
The varied of different articles which I 
have been obliged to sell on credit, and the 
losses sustainMl thereby, always kej^ me 
in low circumstances; and often when I 
paid you money, I had nonia left for the 
anpport of my family. If yon will be 
fdeased to employ some prudent penoa to 
examine my books, I doubt not but yon 
will be convinced that the whole of my 
eondnct has been coniistent with the etiic^ 
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«gt rules of -honesty ; and if it shall appear 
so to you, I mjHit b^ yoa will be plrased 
to call a meeting of my creditors, and lay 
it before them. 1 haye not spent afiy more 
thin was absolutely necessary for the sup- 
port of my fkmil^, and every thing remain- 
ing shall be debvered up. When all this 
is done, I hope you will accept of it, as it 
is not in my power to do any more, and 
consider me as one whose misfortunes caH 
for pity instead of resentment 

I am, sir. 
Your most humble servatit 



LETTER XXn. 
TheJinmter, 

It Is with the p^itest eoncem that I have 
perused your amcting letter; and should 
omsider myself as very cruel indeed, if I 
refused to comply with a request so reason^ 
able as that mads by you. I have employ-' 
ed a worthy person, a friend of mine, 10 
examine your books, the result of which 
shall be immediately laid before the other 
creditors; snd if it is as you represent, yo« 
need not be afiraid of any harso usage. I 
always eonsidered you as a person of in* 
tsgiity» asd am dtt^mfaied to devise a plan 
for ym MwwfYqppoit In the neaa tiiM^ 
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——wall I M ii.iii. n il I — — w I 

I have sent a trifle to defray your ezpenies, 
tiU the other affairs are settled, and axn« 
Your sincere weU-wisher. 



LETTER XXIII. 

« 

Jlnsns • IV^demnan to a WhoU9ale Dealer 9 
to delay payment of a $um of Money, 

My ikote to you will be payable in ten 
days, and I am son7 to iuorm yoQ« al- 
though I have considerable sums in good 
hands, yet none of them are due these 
ttiree weeks, which is all the time I re- 
quire. It is a favor I never asked of any 
<me till this moment, and I hope for the 
future not to have any occasion to repeat 
it I am really distressed for your answer } 
but as a proof of my sincerity, have sent 
inclosed three notes ^ven by persons well 
known to yourself; and although they ez- 
fieed my debt, . vet I have no objection to 
your keeping them is security till due. 
Let me beg to hear from you as soon as 
this 'comes to hand, which will greatly 
flhlige 

Tour humble terrant. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Thejfyuwer, 

Sm. 

It was extremelj fortunate for yoa tiuK 
your letter arrived the day after it waa writ- 
tan, for I waa to hare paid your note vmf 
yesterday, and I could not hare had an op* 
portunity of recalling it in time to haT# 
served you. Indeed, it was imprudent not 
to communicate the newa to me sooner, a« 
your credit might have been greatly afifoct- 
ed by such an unnecessary delay. How* 
ever, I impute it to your unwillingness to 
reveal the state of your afiairs, and shall 
keep the note in my hands till your owir 
becomes due, and for that purpose have re- 
turned the others, not doubtinjif but you will 
send me the money at the tune promised^ 
which wiU greatly oblige 

Your mncere well-wisher. 



LETTER XXV. 

The bearer has served me with integnty 
and fidelity these three years, but having a 
desire to settle in New York, he left my 
house about a week ago, and by s lettir 
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^om him this day, I find yoa utq wlUiiig to 
•mploy bim on my recommendation, and^ it 
far with, the greatest pleasure that I com|>ly 
yinth his request His behavior, while 
with me was strictly honest, sob^, and dili- 
gent, and I doubt not but it will be the 
same with you. I have sent this inclosed 
in one to himself, and if you employ him, I 
hope he will give satisfaction. 

I am, sir^ your humble servant. 



LETTER XXVI. 

firom a young 3Vadefmai», in di9ire$ied 

dreunutancesp to another of cige and e»- 

perience. 
DiAjTrnncin), 

Your knowledge oi the world, joined 
to vour goodness of heart, and adorned 
Trim the most exalted ^iety, encourages 
sie to seek your advice in a case of real 
distress. You know I have not been Ml 
five years in business, and although the be* 
ginnmg i>romi8ed fair, yet, alas! I have 
been deceived. So does the sun shine upon 
us in the morning ; we take our pleasure in 
tiie fields for a few hours, we are overtaken 
bj a sudden storm, and the day concludes ia 
uunder and lightning. 

To sneak in plain words, the many fiil- 
mm wnich haT« latdy takim place m th« • 
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commercial world, hvre brought me to the 
brink of temporal misery : two thirds Of mj 
property has been fraudently taken from ine« 
uid I see no prospect before me, besides ^ 
prison or the insolvent law : the former iii 
<ifeadful, th^ latter is disgraceM. Uikifer 
Bttcfa unhappy circumstances, how shall I 
tct ? I have not been indolent or extrava- 
gant, but by an ill-timed and ill-placed con- 
fidence, I have been injured. 

A g^od character is what I strive to pre 
serve ; a good conscience is what I still en- 
joy : but the worM is often deaf to all our 
l^retensions to integrity No sooner are we 
lallen than we are hodden under foot ; our 
misfortunes are considered as crimes; w» 
are despised by some, hat^ by others, hot 
pitied by few. Ah ! sir, when 'shall we 
team to do as we would be done by ? When 
shall we love our neighbors as ourselves ? 
It is a CTeat misfortune in trade, tliat eveir 
failure Is considered as criminal, although 
the person accused is often innocent^ I 
know you have al^ilities to give me advice. 
I know you have a tender, compassions^ 
heart, and your charitv will shine with a 
distinguished lustre, if displayed on ths 
present melancholy occasion ; and by yoiv 
advice, perhaps my ruin may be pr^venteiL 
I have sent this by my poor amictea wife» an! 
wQl vrait on you as sooo as I reeeife yooif 
•rdem fbr that purpose. In the meantime, 
. I«m7ow8iaa<ce»tho>ug^a^ctBd&i«id, 
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LETTER XXVII. 

Letter from a Oentleman to a Lady, di$» 

eUmng hU pa98um. 
Madam, 

Those only who have suffered them» can 
tell the unhapp J moments of hesitating ttn« 
eertainty which attend the formation of a 
resolution to declare the sentiments of af- 
fection ; I, who have felt their greatest and 
most acute torments, could not, previous to 
my experience, have formed the remotest 
idea of their severity. Every one of those 
qualities in you which daim my admiration, 
increased my diffidence, by showing the 
neat risk I run in venturizig, perhaps be- 
fore my afi^tionate assiduities have made 
the desired impression on your mind, to 
make a declaration of the ardent passion I 
have long since felt for you. 

My familj and conneziona are ao well 
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kno^B to you» that I need say nothing of 
them ; if I am disappointed of the place I 
hope to hold in yonr affections, I trust this 
step will not dnw on me the risk of Iosum; 
the friendship of yoniMlf and family^ whicn 
I value so highly, that an object less ardent* 
It desired, or reaUy estimable, could not in- 
diiee me to t«kB t step byvrhich it flhpuld 
be in any manner hazarded. 
I am» madam* 
Tour affectionate admirer and 

Sincere friend. 



I£TTER XXVra 
TTUJnawir. 

I take the earliest opportonity of ae* 
knowledging the receipt Jt your letter, and 
the obli^ona I feel to yea lor the senti« 
ment expressed in it ; and assure you, tiiat 
whatever may be the event of your solieitap^ 
tions in another quarter, the sentiments ol 
friendship I ML^ from a kwg acquaintaoipf 
with yon, will not be ta any manner u*- 
tered. 

There ave many points besides meie per^ 
sonal regard to be oonsidered ; these I most 
refisr to the eoperior knewsdedfle of D^ 
father and brother, and if the lenut of thew 
taqpi ifie s » euoh w »7 pmMnlnMBte ing* 
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gelt, I have no doubt mj happineis will be 
iMonded to by a penmsnoii to deetdo for 
myself. 

. At all evients, I afaall never eeiee to feel 
obliged by a preferMce in itidf mfflciend.y 
flattering, and rendered still more so by the 
handsome manner in whiqh it is etpwiied ; 
and -I hope, if my parents should see canee 
lo decline the proposed favor of your i^ 
•nee, it will not fftodaee each disunion be- 
,tween our fiinuliee, as to deprive us of 
friends, who posseas a great portion ef our 
esteem and regard. 
I am, sir. 
Your obliged and sineere fi^iid> 
And hnmSle eemnt 



I.ETTER XXIX. 

ilifliiMmli 
itqterwr. 



JVivi a QeMemmn Is a patmg Lttdf tf a 

'farnme. 



Mai>am, 

I can no kttger doso ^prcat violence to my 
inclinations, and injustice to your charms 
and merits, as to retain within my owi 
breast those sentiments of esteem and aflbe* 
tion with which you have inspired me. 

I should have luoaidsd tnis discoveiT 
much sooner, but was restrained by a dma 
ef meeting censure for my preeun^ptkm in 
•spiling tetlM fommdmot a lidy/whem 



68 LKTTBR WBITBK. 

iMttUty* wit» and fortune, bare conspired to 
raiae eo hig^h above my reascmable expecta- 
tions. 

Yon hare jo^^ent enoo^ both of your 
own good qxialities, and the character of 
those with whom yon conTerae, to make a 
proper estimate of my sincerity on this oc- 
casion. I am abore deceit, uid have not 
therefore, at any period of our acquaintanoo, 
pretended to be a man of neater property 
than I am, which conduct I hope will tend 
to conrince you of my general sincerity. 

Believe me, my dearest A , were 

our circumstances reversed, I should hardly 
take to myself th^ credit of doin^ a generous 
action, in overlooking the consideration of 
wealth, and making you an unreserved 
tender of my hand and fortune. 

I shall await your answer in a state of 
dnpleasant impatience, and therefore rely 
on your humanity not to keep me long In 
sospense. 

I am, madam. 

Your most humble servant 



LETTER XXX. 

TkeAmufer, 

ffm, 

Qivinig you credit, as I do, for an eleva* , 
tion ef mind c^pabU «f the most generous 
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■entimentSj I c&miot believe you guilty of 
the meanneas of speculation on the heairt of 
.nl^dy, with a view to Her property. 

Knowing your accomplisned xQaxmer8».aiid 
cultivated understandixig, I feel the neatest 
pbiigation to 70U for. the polite and affeo- 
Uonate declaration contained in your lett^N 
In an affair of so lAuch importance, how- 
ever, I must refer my9elf entirely to the 
discretion of my father. At the same tim^ 
X must caution you against fe^nc hurt at 
Qunute inqmries, Imd resolute objections, 
tv^ch perhaps may he made; yow^ people 
think too litUe of wealth, (id ones, jvo^ajii, 
too much ; but I know my other's pntdence 
and kindness so ^ell, as to pledge myself to 
abide by his final decision, whatever pain it 
may coat me. ^ * 

Yet I advise you not to defflsair of success, 
as you wiU .find a warm ana zealous adsro* 
cate in 

Tour sincere friend and humbk servant 



LETTER XXXI 

J^om a Gentleman of some fortune who had 

seen a Lady inputiHe, to her mother. 
Madam, 

I shall be very happy if you are not alto- 
gether unacquamtea with the name which 
IS at the bottom of this letter* since that will 
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pTtrent me the necessity of sayin? some 
thkigB concerning myself, which had better 
be heard from others. Hoping that it may 
•be fo, I eh«U n<»t trouble you on that head ; 
but only say, that I havje the honor to be of 
« family not mean, and n6t wholly without 
a fortune. 

I WM yesterdflnr, madam, at the rehearsal 
«t St Paul's, and have been informed, that 
a lady who commanded my' attention tlLere» 
has tike happiness to be your daughter. 

It is on account of tnat lady that I now 
write to you ; but I am aware you will aay 
tliis is a rasfti «nd idle manner of attempting 
an aoquaintance. I have ahrays been of 
ipinioii that nothine deserves censure 
irhich is truly honotadlkle and undisguised. 
I take the freedom to tell you. madam, that 
I believe your daughter worthy of a linucli 
better oO^ ; but i am assured my^ nap- 
piness will depend upon her accepting or 
refteing thla. In the first place, I re- 
quest to know whether the lady be ensa* 
{ed, for I am an entire stranger ; and, if she 
l«e not, I beg, that after you have informed 
Tourself who it is that requests the honor of 
being introduced to her, you will do me the 
amgular favor of letting me be answered. J 
am very much an enemy, madam, to the 
usual nonsense upon these occasions : t>ut it 
would be doing mjustice td myself to con- 
clude witliout sayingr that my mind will 
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be very Httle at ewe until I kaovr how thii 
•ddicM it reeeired. I have the honor to be, 
with the greatest respect, madam. 
Your very obedient and humble serTtnt 



LETTER XXXII. 

KHmk a Mother to a Oentlemtm, «iAo had 
OBkedpermiMwn to addrett her Dauf^ierj 
In answer. 

S»> 

The letter which you have done mo the 
honor to write to me» speaks you to be a 
gentleman and a man of sense. I am sorry 
to acquaint you» that after such a preposses- 
sion in your favor, I am for more than one 
reason to decline the offer you are pleased 
to make towar^is an alliance in my family. 
Ny daughter is very dear to me ; and I thinJc 
she hai cast an eye elsewhere ; I think there 
is something indelicate and impr-oper in this 
* wild manner of engaging in an attachment^ 
and in plewHng in favor of it I wish you 
had known my daugther more before you 
spoke so much, and had met with me amooir 
our acquaintance, to havd mentioned it 1- 
un convinced, sir, that I do not think more 
of you than I may with justice, when I con- 
fess to you that I believe you would be more 
than an equal match for my daughter ; for 
t]^agh she hai (and suffer me, sir, al^oogh I 
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am her mother, to say it) great merit* her 
fortune, aUhqugh not quite inconsitoable^ 
is not great You will see, air, that I warer 
in ovy opinion on that subject ; but you muat 
attribute it to the same cause ; and beliere 
every thing which has, be it ever so remote* 
a tendency to my daughter's welfare, will 
make me very cautious of determining. 

To give you my final sense, (at least what 
is finafto me at present) I have not a thought 
of askinff who it is that has thus favored us, 
nor womd advise my daughter to romember 
it. I thank you, air, in her name as well as 
my own, for the honor you intended us, and 
am, sir, 

Youjr most obedient servant 



LETTER XXXin. 

Drom a young Tradeaman to a Otwtiemaii^ 
desiring penmaBum to visit hU Daughter, 
Sm, 

I flatter myself that the integrity of my in- 
tentions will excuse the freedom of these 
few linesi whereby I am to acquaint you of 
the great regard and esteem I hav« for your 
daughter. I would not, sir, attempt any in- 
direct address, that should have the least 
sftpearance of inconsistency with her duty 
to you, and my honorable views to her, 
efaooeing, by your influence, if I.maj.ap- 
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yrav myself to you worthy of that honor, 
to commepd myself to her approbation^ 
Vou are not insensible, sir, by the credit I 
have hitherto preserved in the world* of my 
ability, with 6od*s blessing, to make her 
happy. This the rather emboldens me to 
request the favor of an evening's conversa- 
tion with you, at your first convenience; 
when I will more fully explain myself, as I 
earnestiy hope, to your satisfaction, and take 
my encouragement or discouragement from 
your own month. I am, sir, m the mean 
time, with gre&t respect and esteem. 
Tour most obedient humble servant* 



LETTER XXXIV. 

^om the scone to the young Jaody by per- 
mission of the Father, 
Ijixss, 

I hope I shall stand excused m venturing 
to make known to your honored father, the 
great desire I have to be thought worthy of 
a relation to him by your means. As he 
has not discouraged me in the hopes I have 
entertained, that I may possibly be not un- 
acceptable to him, and to all your worthy 
family, I propose to do myself the honor of 
a visit to you next Monday. Though he 
has been so good as to promise to introduce 
xa&i and I make no doubt has acquainted 
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you with it, I nereitheleM giTie yon tfaw 
trooble of these lines, that I might not up* 
pear wantipff in any outward demonstratioii 
of that inviiSahle respect, with which I am* 
dearmias. 

Yoorderotod hmaUeaemvt 



LETTER XXXV. 

iVom a Widow to a Young QemtUmtrnt 

rejecting his emt. 
Sir, 

llie objections I have to make to the pro- 
posal contained in your letter are but few» 
Dot they demand some attention, and will* 
J believe, be raUier difficult to obviate. 

You are, by your account, two aod 
twenty. I am, by mine, six and fbr^; 
you are too young to know the duties of a 
lather. I have a son^ who is seventeen^ and 
oonsequently too old to learn the duties of 
a son from one so little senior to himself. 
Thus much with respect to age. As to the 
little fortune I possess, I consider myself 
merely trustee for my children, and wiU 
not, therefore, impose on you, by acceding 
to the common report, that I am rich. 
However, as vou have borne a lieutenant's 
commission tnese three years, as you tell 
me, you may, perhaps, have reserved out of 
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jUm profits of that, a sufficient sum to dbvi- 
iito everv difficulty on that heid. 

I will press these subjects no farther; 
when you can convince me that in .point of 
age, fortune, and morals, you are such a 
person, as I can, without reproach, take for 
a husband, and admit as a ffuardian to my 
children, I shall cease to think, as I now 
candidly confess I do, that motives far from 
honorahle, or disinterested love, hare in* 
floeneed your application. Till that hap- 
pens I most regret that an ill-timed effi)rt 
of gallantry on yonr part deprives me of the 
pleasure of subscribing myself 

Your sincere friend, and humble servant 



LETTER XXXVI. 

Brom a y<nmg Lady to a Cfentlenutn thai 
ctmrtSi her, toAom the eould not e$teemp 
hui wa» forced &y her Parewte to reeehe 
his •tsifis, and thmk on none eke for her 
huiband. 

Sir, 

It is an exceedingly ill return that I make 
the respect you have for me, when I ac* 
kno^edge to you, though the day for oar 
marriage is appointed, I am incapable of 
loving you. You may have observed, in the 
long conversations we have had at those 
tiioef that we were left together* that soma 
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■ecret hung upon my mind. I was obliged 
to an ambigiiou9 behavior, and durst not re* 
Teal myse& further, because my mother, 
from a closet near the place where we sat, 
could both see, and hear our conyersation. 
I hare strict commands from both my pa- 
rents to receive you, and am undone forever, 
except you be so kind and generous as to re* 
fiise me. Consider, sir, the misery of be- 
stowing yourself upon one who can have 
no prospect of happiness but from vonr 
death. This is a confession made perhaps 
with an ofTensive sincerity ; but that con- 
duct is much to be preferred to a covered 
dislike, which couM not hut pall all the 
sweets of life, by imposing on you a com* 
panion that doats and languishes for another. 
I will not go so far as to say, my passion for 
the gentleman whose wife I am by promise, 
would lead me to any thins criminal against 
your honor; I know it is dreadful enough to 
a man of your sense to expect toothing but 
forced civilities in return for tender endear- 
ments, and cold esteem for undeserved love. 
If you will on this occasion let reason take 
place of passion, I douht not but fate has in 
store for you some w<^thier object of yous 
affection, in recon^ense of your goodness to 
the only woman that could be insensible of 
your merit I am. 

Sir, your humble servant 
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LBHTERXXXVIL 

1^0171 a young Lad^ in the Country to her 
Father, acquainting him unth an Offer 
made to her of Marriage. 

My duty teaches me to acquaint you» that 
m g[entleman of this town whose name is 
Smith, and by business a linen-draper, has 
made soaeoyertures to my cousin Arnold^ 
in the way of courtship to me. My cousin 
has brought him .once or twice into my com- 
pany, as he has a high opinion of him and 
his circumstances. He has been set up 
three years, possesses a very good business, 
and lives in credit and fashion. He i^ about 
twenty seven years old>/and is likely in his 
person. He seems not to want sense or; 
manners, and is come of a good family. He. 
has broken his mind to me, and boasts how 
well he can maintain me ; but I assure you» 
sir, I have given him no encouragement, 
yet he resolves to persevere, and pretends 
extraordinary affection and esteem. I would 
not, sir, by any means, omit to acquaint yott 
with the beginning of an afiair, that would 
show disob&ience unworthy of your kind 
indulgence and affection. Pray give my 
humble duty to my honored mother, love to 
my brother and sister, and respects to all 
friends. 

I remain your ever dutiful daughter 



LffFKU WBITSE 



LETTER XXrenL 

Jtn Jbmwer toikepreeeding, 
P01J.T, 

Yovr l^ettw of the fint iBstaiit eame mfi» ti 
^iMdy ^iriiereui 70a acquaint me of the piopo- 
j0 ineali to ye« tiuroosli your oonma's rec* 
, by one Bfr. Smitli* £ bope» 
ie, tint yott hmvo giireii 110 
to him; for I by no meeae 
ol him fer yovr hoiband. I hare 
ovdrad of one of his townanen, who know* 
B^ and hie ciiciimeteneee rwy well, end I 
% neither o l e i eed with him or hie c^arac* 
P^ I WDttc wr my ceonn ehoold eo ineon- 
%^w9^tt^7 Teoommend him to yoa, tiumgh I 
ff^ji^ met hie nod intentione. I etroimjy 
^let yea Udnk nothiBg mote of tnie 
, end ^foar motiier joine with me in 
advice. Adieu, my dear girl, and 

Tear eftetienite fitfiier 




ei»Ar 



leoMved yoer letter of the fiiet 
i^leliegtotibeaddreeeeeef lir. Smith, 
^iviaeyoe n«awr toeaciMDeBe nor 
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diiommge hii suit ; for if on tnquiry into 
hk character and cirenmttainoat» I find that 
thoy am answerable to your eonaia'a good 
opinion of them and hia own aaaimncea, I 
loiow not bnt his suit may be worthy itf 
attention. However, my.devr girl, conaider 
that men are deceitM, and always pnt the 
best side outwards. It may po88d>ly on the 
strict inquiry which the nature and impor* 
tance of the case demands* come out &r 
otherwise than it at present appears. Let 
me, therefore, adTise you to act in this mat* 
ter with great prudence, and that yon make 
not youTMlf too cheap, for men are apt to 
alight what is too easily obtained. In the 
mean time he may be told that you are en* 
ctrely resolyed to abide by my determination 
in an affiiir of tills great importance. This 
will put him on appl^nc to me, who» you 
need not doubt, will in this ease, as in all 
others, study your good. Your mother eires 
hor blessing to you, and joins in tiie advice 
you here receive from 

Your alfodioBaie fkther. 



LETTER XL. 

I^offt Mr, Smith to the young Ladifn FoAer* 
Sin, 

Though personally unknown to yea, I take 
the liboty to declare the great value and 
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•ffection I have for tout amiable daoghteEt 
whom I hare had the honor to see at my 
friend's house. I should think myself en- 
tirely unworthy of her ftivor and of your 
approbation, if I could haTe thought of influ* 
encing her resolution, but in obedience to 
your pleasure, as I should, on. such a suppo- 
sition, offer an injury likewise to that pru* 
dence in herself which I flatter myself is not 
the least of her amiable perfections. If I 
might hare the honor of your countenance, 
sir, on this occasion, I would open myself 
and circumstances to you in that frank and 
honest manner, which should convince yon 
of the sincerity of my affection for youv 
daughter, and at the same time of the honor* 
ableness of my intentions. In the mean 
time I will in general, say, that I have been, . 
set up in my business, in the linen-drapery 
way, upwards of three years ; that I have a 
Tory good trade for the time ; and that 1 had 
a thousand pounds to besin with, which I 
have improved to fifteen hundred, as I am 
ready to make appear to your satisfaction ; that 
I am descended of a creditable family, have 
done nothing to stain my character, and that 
my trade is still further improvable, as I 
shall, I hope, enlarge my capital. This, sir, 
I thought but honest and fair to acquaint 
you with, that you might know something 
of a person who sues you (or your ceunte- 
inziee» and that of your good lady, in mi 
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aAir thttt I hope may one flay prove the 
^naleet happiness of my life, as it most be, 
if i caa be blessed with that and your daugh« 
19*8 approbation. In hopes of which, 
ud the raror of a line, I take the liberty to 
iflbseribe myself, good sir. 

Your obedient and humble serrant* 



LETTER XLI. 

J^rmm a y^un^ Lmdy t» o, Gentleman^ esm- 

plainmg of indiffertnce. 

However light you may make of promises, 
yet I am foolish enough to consider them as 
n^methisg more than trifles ; and am like- 
wise induced to believe that the man who 
vdnntuily breaks his promise, will not pay 
much regard to an oath ; and if so, in what 
light must I consider your conduct ? Did I 
not give you my promise to be yours, and 
had you no other cause for soliciting it than 
merely to gratify your vanity ? A brutal 
gratification, indeed, to triumph over the 
weakness of a woman, whose greatest fault 
was, she loved you. I say loved you ; for it 
was in consequence of that passion, I first 
sonsented to become yours. Has your con- 
duct, sir, been consistent with my submis 
sion» or with your own solemn professions ? 
It it consistent with the character of a gsci* 

6 
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tleman first td obtain a woman's conseolL 
and aAervr«ids boast that he had discaidav 
her, and found one more agreeable to hii 
wiriies? Do not equiyocate; I hare too 
conrincuig prooft of your insincerity ; I smt 
you yesterday walking with Miss Bento«» 
and am informed that you have promised 
marriage to her. Whatever you may thinks 
■ir, I nare a spirit of dis<mn, and eyeii 
resentment, equal ta }[oor ingratitude, and 
can treat the wretch with a proper indiffer« 
ence, who can make so slight a matter of th* 
most solemn promises. Miss Benton may 
be your wife, but she will receire into her' 
arms a perjured husband ; nor can erer the 
superstructure be lasting, which is built ob. 
such a foundation. I leaye you to the stings 
of your own conscience. 

I am, the injured. 



LETTER XLII. 

I%e (Sentleman*s Jbuwer. 
Mr DSAR Gnix., 

For by that name I must still call you 
has cruelty entered into your tender natme. 
or has some designing wretch imposed on 
your credulity ? My dear» I am not what 
you hare represented, I am neither false nor 
perjured ; I never proposed marriage to Miss 
ikmton, 1 never designed it ; and my aels 
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retaon for walking with her wm, that I had 
beea on a viait to h«r brother, whom you 
know ia my attorney. And was it any faolf 
ia me to take ft vnik into the fields with 
hkn and bis sister i Surely prejudice itself 
has imposed on jou. by some desig^ning per-^ 
ftaot wno had private views and prirate ends' 
tdi answer by such baseness. But whatever 
nay have been the cause; I am entirely 
innocent; aadtocoBvincsyouof mysincer* 
ity» beg that the day of maniage be next 
week. My affections never so much at 
wander from the dear object of my love*^ ta 
you are centred all my hopes of felicily ; 
with you only can I be hiHppy. Keep me 
not in misery cme m<HpMttt longer, by «ater* 
tainmg gromidleas jealousies against ona 
who loves you in a manner superiw to the 
whole of ^our sex ; and I etn set at defiance 
even mahce itself. Let me beg your answer 
by my servant, which wiH ei&r make me 
happy or miserable. I have sent a small 
parcel hy Uie bearer, which 1 hope you will 
ftcoept as a convincing proof of my integritv* 
and am, Yours forever. 



64 LETTER WRITtm. 

LETTER XLHt. 

F^am a Gentleman to a Ladfff whmm h$ 

necusee of Ineonataney, 
Madam, 

You will not, I presume, be turpriaed at 
% letter in the place of a visit from one wb0 
cutnot but hav« -reason, to believe it xutf 
easily be as -welcome as fais company. 

You should not suppose, if lovers hawi 
lost their sigh]^, that their sens^ are til 
banished : and if I refuse to believe my o«fii 
eyes when they show me your inconstancyt 
you must not wonder that I cannot stop my 
ears against the aocouBts of it. Pray let ut 
understand one another properly ; for I am 
afraid we are deceiving ourselves all this 
while. Am I a persom whom you esteem^ 
whose fortune you do not despise, add 
whose pretensions you encourage ; ot am I 
a trouuesome coxcomb, who fancy myself 

Particularly received by a woman who only 
LUghs at me ? If I am the latter, you treat 
me as I deserve ; and I ought to join with 
you in saying I deserve it But if it be 
otherwise, and you receive me, as I think 
^ou do, as a person you intend to marr^r, for 
It is best to be plain on these occasions, 
pray tell me what is the meaning of that 
universal coquetry in public, where everr 
fool flatters you, and you sm pleased with 
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the meimest of thetn ? - And what can h% 
ttie meaning that I am told you last nicfat 
wai, in particular, an hour with Mr. li&r- 
loir, and vre so wherever you meet bim» if 
1 am not in company ? Both of us, madam» 
you cannot think of; and I should he sorry 
to im^ne, that when I had given ^on my 
heart so entirely, I shared yours with any 
ether man. 

I h«ve said a great deal too much to yea, 
and yet I am tempted to say more; but I 



shall be silent I be^ you will answer 
and I think I have a n^ht to expect that you 
do it generouriy and fairly. Do not misteke 
what is the effect of the distraction of my 
heart*' for want of respect to you. While I 
write thus, I dote upon you, but I cannot 
bear to be deceived where all my happini 
k centred. 

Tour most xmhappy, L. C* 



LETTER XLIV 

JfVom a Lady to a lover^ who swpeetM her 
ofreeeieing the addrease* of another. M 
Answer, 

Sir, 

Did I not make all the allowance yoa de« 
sire in the end of your letter, I should not 
answer you at all. But although I am real* 
ly vnhiqppy to find you are so, and the more 
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to.find myfelf to be th^ opcasion^ I cia hardlf 
impute the unkindnesi and incivility oCyoiff 
letter to the single cause you would haw 
XBfi, Ho^ever» as I would not be (ratpect 
ed of any thing that should justily such 
treatment firom you, X think it necessary to 
iafona you, that what you hare heard hsi 
BO more foundation than what you have 
feen : however, I wonder that others' eyee 
should not be at easily alarmed as -yours ; 
isa instead of being blind* believe ae, sir» 
yoQ see more than there is. Perhaps^how- ' 
ever, their sight may be as much sharpened 
by unprovoked maUce* as yours by unda^ 
served suspicion. 

Whatever may be the end oi tius.dispute^ 
for I do not think so lightly of lovers' quarw 
Mis as many do, I think it pr<^r to inform 
you, that I never thought favorably of any 
one but yourself; and I shall add that if the 
fsLults of your temper, which I once little 
suspected, should make me fear you too 
much to marry, you will not see me in that 
state vnth any other, nor courted by any 
man in aU the world. 

I did not know that the gaiety of my tem- 

Eer gave you uneasiness ; and you ought to 
ave told me of it with less severity. If I 
am particular in it, I am afraid it is a fault 
in my natural disposition ; but I would hav« 
taken some pains to get the better of that* 
if I had known it was disagreeable to you. 
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1 ong^t to resent this treatment more than 
I do, but do not insolt my weakness on that 
li«ad ; for a fauh of &at kind would Urant 
the exeuse this has for my pardon; and 
JBU^t not be so easily overlooked, though t 
oould wish to do it. I should say, I would 
not see you to-day, but you have an advocate 
thftt pleads for you much better than you do 
for yourself. I desire you will first look 
carefully over this letter, for my whole heart 
18 in iU asdihen come to me. 

Yours, &c. T. B. 



LETTER XLV, • 

JPVom a rich young Gentleman, to a beath 
Kful young Lady without afortune. 

MiBS. Sophia, 

It is a general reflection against the man- 
ners of the present age, that marriage is 
only considered as one of those methocu by 
wluch avorice may be satisfied, and properly 
increased; that neither the character nor 
accomplishments of the woman are much 
regarded, her merit being estimated by the 
thousands of her fortune. I acknowledge 
that the accusation is too true, and to that 
may be ascribed many unhappy matches we 
daily meet with ; for how is it possible tttAt 
those should ever have the same liftetion 
for each other, who were forced to comply 
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with te^ns to which they had the vtmoit 
areruon ; as if they had been allowed to 
coikiult their own inclinations, ^and cm 
their hands where they had engaged their 
hearts. For my own part, I have been al- 
ways determined to consult my own inelinA* 
tions, where there is the least i^pearanee 
of happiness ; and having an easy indepen^ 
dency» am not anxious about increasing it; 
being well convinced, that in all states th« 
midme one is the beet I mea^ neither no 
verty nor riches ; which leads me to the ois* 
covery of a passion which I have long en- 
deavored to conceal 

The opportunities which I have had of 
converJl^ with you at Mrs. A.'s have at 
last convinced me that merit and riches are 
far from being connected, and that a woman 
may have those qualifications necessary to 
adorn her sex, although adverse fcnrtune has 
denied her money. I am euro that all those 
virtues necessary to make me happy in the 
married etate are centred in you; and 
whatever objection you may have to my per- 
«on, yet I hope there can be none to my 
character ; ana if you will consent to be 
mine, it shall be my constant study to make 
jrour life agreeable, and under the endear- 
ing character of husband, endeavor to sup* 
rlj your earthly loss of the best of parents. 
•liiiU expect your answer as soon es potsi* 
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ble, for I wait for it with the utmoft impm* 
tienoe. 

I am your atlfectionattt lorer. 



liETTERXLVI. 
T%e young Ladff9 Jifuwer, 

SOLf 

I veceiTad your letter yesterday, and gratt* 
fade for the generonB propoeal whioh yott 
have made, obliges me to thank you heartily 
for the contents. 

As I have no objection to either your per- 
son or character, you will give me leave 
to deal sincerely, and state thos6 things 
, which at present bear weight with me, and 
perhaps must ever remain unanswered, and 
kinder me from entering into that state 
against whidi I have not the least aversion. 

You well know (at least I imagine so) 
that the proposal you have made to me is a 
secret both to your relations and friends, 
and would you desire me to run precipitate 
iy into the marriage state, where I have the 
greatest reason to fear that I should be look- 
ed upon with contempt, by those whom 
marriage had connected me with ; I should 
consider myself obliged to promote the hap- 
piness of my husband ; ana how consistent 
would a step of that nature be with such a 
resolution ? You krf9w ^at I was left ac 
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orphan, aiid had it not been for the pious 
care of Mrs. A. must have been brought up 
in a state of serritude. You know that 1 
hare no fortune ; and were I to accept of 
your offer, it would lay me under such obli- 
gations as must 4^troy my liberty. Grati- 
tade and love are two very diffisrent things. 
The one supfrases a benefit received, where- 
as the other is a free act of the vrill. Sup- 
pose ma raised to the joint ponpossion of 
vo«r fortune, could I call it mine unlest I 
wad brought yov something as an eqnival^ I 
or, have! not great reason to fear ^at /on 
^urself ma^ oonader me as under oblinip 
tions iaconaistent with the character of n 
wife f I acknowledge the great generosity 
of , your offer, and would consider myself 
highly honored, could I preivail with myself 
to prefer to peace of mind the enjoyment of 
an aifluent fortune. But as I have been very 
sincere in my answer, so let me beg that 
, you will endeavor to eradicate a passion, 
which if nourished longer may prove fatal 
to «s both. 

I am. Sir, 

With the gNStcst^^lM, 
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LETTER XLVII. 

The Gentiamtn'M Beply. 

DBAS. 8ovmiAi 

Was it not cruel to start so many objee- 
tiont ? or could you suppose me capable of 
■o base an action, as to destroy your freedom* 
and peace of mind ? or do you think that I 
am capable of eve^ forgettbg you, or being 
happ^ in the enjoyment of another ? fSatt 
ainetion's sake, do not mention g^ratitude 
my more. Tour many Tirtues entitle yo« 
to much more than I am able to cive ; but 
idl that I have shall be yours. WiSi respeet 
to my relations, I hare none to consult be-» 
Sides my mother and my uncle, and their 
consent, and eren i^pr<dNiti<m, are already 
dbtained. My mother has often declared 
tiiat she preferred mr happiness with a 
Woman of yirtne, to the possession of th« 
greatest fortune; and though I forgot to 
mention it, yet t had communicateii my 
sentiments to her before I had opened my 
mind to you. Let me beg that you will lay 
wide all those unnecessary scruples, which 
only serve to make one unhappy who i» 
dready struggling under all the anxieties 
•treal and genuine love. It is in your power 
to make me happy, and none else can. Lst 
me bsg that you will not start any more eb* 
JesCioDs, unless yoa sve my real ensliiy t bat 
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your tender nature cannot sufier you to be 
cruel. Be nunc, and I am yours forever. 
My aenrant ahall wait for the answer to your 
•▼er sincere lover, whose whole happiness 
is centred in you. I ain, 4bQ» 



LETTER XLVni. 

2%e hadjf$ JSnnoer. 

Sir, 

I find that when one of your sex forms 
m resolution, you are determined to %9 
through, whatever be the event. Your aa« 
swer to my first objection» I must oonfesi^ 
is satisfactory. I wish I could s£ty so of the 
others : but I find that if I must comply^ I 
•hall be obliged to trust the remainder to 
yourself. Perhaps this is always the case, 
4nd even the most cautious have been de- 
ceived. However, sir, I have commuaiofl^ 
ted Ae contents of your letter to Mrs. A. as 
you know she has been to me as a parent. 
She has not any objection, and I am at last 
resolved to comply. I must give myself up 
to you as a poor finendless orphan, and shall 
endeavor to act consistent with the rules 
laid down and enforced by our holy reli* 

S'en : and if you should so far deviate from 
le paths of virtue as to upbraid me with 
poverty, I have no friend to c(»nplain to^ 
but God» who is the/oMer o/^faAerU$9' 
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But I hftve m better opinion of you than to 
Mitertain any such feari, if you will con* 
tinm in the practice of that vutnous educa- 
tfew-which you have received* Virtue i» id 
erwir reward, and I cannot be unhappy with 
Hm SUA who nriefem the duties at religioa 
tv f^aiety and dinipatiQn. 
I leave the time to your own appoiut 

I am yours aineerely. 



LETTER XLIX. 

fivm a ffoung Merchant m the et<y» le « 

fSndow Loiiy tf» ikt emmtry. 
Madam, 

Ever since I. saw you at the Springs, 
when I was on a journey to Utica, my mind 
has been continually ruminating on your 
many accomplishments. And sathouffh it 
is possible tnis may be rejected, yet I can 
no longer conceal a passion wnich has 
preyed on my spirits these six weeks. I 
nave been settled in business about three 
years ; my success has been equal to my ex" 
pectations, and is likewise increasing. My 
family is respectable, though not rich ; and 
as to the disparity of our ages, a few years 
will not make any difference, where the 
tibctions are placed on so wcnrthy an object 
I can only say, madam, that I prefer you to 
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all the yotmg ladies I have leen; and if 
boaineM contiiuies to inoraaae, I At^ bm 
greatly in want of one of jonr pntdeDOe t* 
nanaga my domaatic afiaora. Be aaauDa^ 
ttadaiDi that whatever time I «an bj^wm 
from the neeeaaary dntiea of my pro£eanaii« 
diall be devoted to your oompsoiy, and 
every endeavor used to make your life nvoat 
apeeable and happy. Aa you have rela* 
tioni in New York^ Aey win give yon every 
necessary information concerning my cha- 
racter and circumstances, although I have 
not the j^leasure of being known to them. 
If you mil favor me witn an answer to thist 
It will be ever esteemed as a particular fiu 
Tor» and acknowledged with the aincereit 
reapecty 

By your real admifet 
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ON REunoNsmp. 

LETTER L. 

Pt0m a ff&tmg Ladff (o her ParttUi* 

I liope that my dear papa and mamma 
will excuse the badness of the writing of 
this letter, when they shall be pleased to 
recollect, that this is my first attempt since 
I have learned to join my letters together. 
I have lon^ been anxious to have the plea» 
mre of being able to write to you, and beg 
Vou will be pleased to accept this my first 
humble ofTenng. As my constant study 
ever has been, so shall it continue to be, to 
convince you how much I am, my dearest 
parents. 
Your most affectionate and dutiftd daughter 
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LETTER LI. 

jPVvm the same to her Parente on another 

occeuion. 

My dear papa and mamma will be pleas- 
ed to ,9ooept my moot raapectful oompli- 
mento on the cloee of the old and com- 
mencement of the new year At it hw 
pleuMd Ood to give you good hesdth during 
the course of the last year, I beseech him to 
grant you the same to the end of the pre- 
•enty and many more. This is a happineei 
your family have mget earnestly to wiah for* 
and in particular, ' 

Your most humble and dutiful daughter. 



LETTER LIL 

.FVvai the same to her Mamma, 

Gire me leave, my dear mamma, to tell 
you, as well as my ^en will permit me, or 
rather as well as my inexperienced hand it 
capable of directing it, how truly sensibly 
I am of all your favors, and that I will en- 
deavor by my conduct to merit the continu- 
ance of them. My prayers are, morning 
and night, offered up to Heaven for your 
preservation, nor are tou ever in the di^ ab- 
sent from my thoughts. May ProridencA 
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pM M i v i you, and grant yoa erery thiii| yM 
can wish for» fron the good behavior or 
Your dutifiil and afiectionate danghtir. 



laETTEai UII. 

fir&m a f/mmg Lady to her BrMer In flk 

Cointry, 

, You aeem, my dear Bill* to make good tht 
eld prorerb, **Out of eight, out of mind.* 
It if now two monthe since I received a let- 
ter from you, and you wpear to forget that 
we Itttle maids do not like to be treated with 
neglect You must not pretend to tell me, 
that however fond you may be of your hooks» 
|DU could not find leisure to write me in all 
this time. They tell me that you spend the 
greater part of ^our leisure time witn a little 
miss of about eight years of age, with whom 
yon are very fond of reading and conversing. 
Take care, if I find she is withdrawing your 
•Ifectioa from me that I do not come down* 
ftnd pull her cap for her. As for yourself, 
U you were within the reach of my litde 
lengue* I would give you such a peal as 
•kofdd make you remember it for some time 
to come However, if you will write qm 
•001^ I may ipossibly iorAive «31 that is past* 
•ad still consider myselTas 

Tour most aibctioBiti tisMr. 

7 
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LETTER LIV. 

Afuwer to the preceding, 

I am very torry, my dear sister, thtt I 
haTe giYen joxk so much reason to complam 
of my neglect of writing to yon ; bat be as- 
inred that my affections for yon are the sams 
they ever were. I readily confess, that the 
young lady yon complain of, has in some 
measure been the cause of it IShe is as 
find of reading as I am, and I belieye lorei 
yiu on my account; is it then possible my 
•ister can be displeased with one so amiable I 
I did not tell ner what you threatened her 
with : but I am sure, were you to come here 
on that errand, instead of pulling her cap) 
you would embrace and love her. As to 
what you say respecting ^our little tongue, I 
promise you I do not wish to come withia 
reach of the sound ofit, when anger sets it 
in motion. As this is the only thing which 
can render my sister less agreeable, I shall 
be very captious to avoid settine the little 
alarum in motion, especially when 1 shall 
paj ^ou a tisit I have boue;fat tou a most 
Dnlliant doll, which I ahali bruig up with 
ne when I eome to Hudson. Till theii» 
oelieveme 

Tevr most affeetionatft brother^ 
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L£TTER CV. 

Mirom a SrvUter to a Siiter in Ae wiMirv, 
upbraiding her far htmg negligent m 
writing, 

Mt PBAB SllTEBy 

I write to yo« to acquaint you how tift- 
kindly we all take it here, that you do not 
write oftener to us, in relation to you* 
health, diveraiona, and employmentt in the 
country. You cannot be inaenaible how 
much you are beloTed b;r ua all ; judge thea 
iTyou do well to omit giving ua the aatiafae* 
tion absence affords to true friends, which iB^ 
often to hear from one another. My mother 
ia highly disoblised with you, and aaya yo« 
are a very idle gal ; m}r aunt ia of the same 
opinion^ and I would fain> like a loving bro« 
ther, excuse yon if I could. Pray for the 
future tske care to deserve a better charae^ 
ter* and by writing soon, and often, put it in 
my own power to aay what a good aiitar I 
have. For yott ahall alwaya flnd me. 

Your noft a&ctioDate brother. 



R^*y^^jAn A 
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UTTTKR LVI. 

ntttfar hit negled* 

Honored Madam, 

I am ashasied I jttid lo be nminMl 
oi mf duty by 1117 brother^ kind letter, I 
will offer ao exciiie for myeelf, for not wri- 
tiof oftener, thotu;h I hftvo been etrangely 
UdEen np by tbo kiadnoM and fkyor of your 
|Md frutade bere, pwticuliffly my aunt 
Windiie: for well do I know tbet ray doty to 
my bonored mother ougbt to take pkoe of 
aU other consideintione. All I bqar tberefori 
hi that yott will be eo good aoto forgi?4> me» 
am, j^roraise of amendment, and to proeum 
iBffgiTeneee ako of my aunt Rutledge, and all 
my friend Believe mo, madam, when I 
my that no divaeaiona hero or elsewhere 
ahaU mako me forget the dkity I owe to ao 
mod amothetv andauoh kiad relationa; and 
3iat I ahall ev«r be 

Your grateftiUy dotiftil diin|i;ht«. 
P. S: My annt and eonoina deaire their 
kind V)Te to you, and due reapeoti to aU 
friendi. 
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LETTfiR LVII. 

JPWwi a Father to bi$ San at School, 

I conld Bot» my dear child, p;iTe & mora 
conYUkcing proof of my affection for yoa, 
than in sabmittiiig to aend you to so great 
a distance from me. I preferred yoiir ad- 
rantage to my own pleasure, and sacrificed 
fondness to duty. I should have done this 
iooner, but I waited till my inquiries had 
found out a person whose character might 
be responsible for your education ; and Mr. 
Browne was at len{^ my choice for that im* 
portant trust. Your obedience, therefore, 
must be without murmuring or reluctance^ 
especially when you reflect that a strict at- 
tention to his appointments, and an implirit 
compliance witn his commands, are not only 
to form the rule of your safe conduct in thu 
Bfe, but to be preparatory to your happiness 
in the next With regard to your school 
connexions, it is imposs^le for me to giTs 
you any instructions at present All that I 
•hall now say to you on wis subject is, quar* 
fel with no one, avoid med(Hing with tht 
disputes of others, unless with a view to 
promote an accommodation; and though I 
would virish you to support Uie dignity of « 
jonth, be neither mean nor arrogant I hava 
mothiog more now to add, than to pray God 
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to give you grace and abilitieis and that your 
own enaeavora may second the vievrs of 

An afieetieoatje &tfater 



LETTER LVm. 

Finom a Youth at School to his Father, 

I am infinitely obliged to you, honored 
Sir, for the many favors you hare bestowed 
upon me ; all I hope is, that the progress I 
make in my learning will be considered at 
some proof how sensible I am of ^our kind- 
ness. Gratitude, duty, and a view to my 
own future advantage, equally contribute to' 
make me thorougmy sensible how much I 
ou^lit to labor for my own improvement, aoid 
your satisfaction. I have received the boG^ 
j^u sent for my amusement, The "Prin- 
ces of Persia" I have almost finished, after 
Which I shall peruse Mrs. Chapone's Let- 
ters on the Improvement of the Mind. They 
please mo much. The liberal allowance of 
money you have been pleased to make me, 
shall be applied in the best manner I am 
able. I am sure my dear father. will not 
censure me, should I devote a part of it to-, 
wards the relief of the wretched and unforr 
tnnate. Pray give my most dutiful respects 
to my mother, my kindest love to my bro* 
then and sisters, and believe me, dear sir* 
Your most dutiful, 

And affectionate toa. 



r' 
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LETTER LIX. 

From an elder Brother to a younger one di 

Sefiobl. 

As you are now, my dear brother, gone 
from home, and placed in a very capital 
seminary of learning, I thought it not amiM 
to put you in mind, that childish amuse* 
mentfl should be laid aside, and, instead of 
them, more serious thoughts imbibed, and 
things of more consequence made the ob- 
jects of your attention; whereby we may 
add to the reputation of our family, and gain 
to ourselves the good esteem of being virtu- 
ous and diligent. You may judge in some 
measure, of the value of a good education, 
from the unavailing lamentations vou daily 
h«ar those make, who have foolishly shrunk 
from the difficulties attending the various 
branches of scholastic education. What a 
difference there is between an aged man of 
learning, and one who totally neglected hie 
education in his youth t The former, in the 
evening of his life, finds a perpetual source 
of amusement in the knowledge he ac<|uir6d 
in his early days,^ and his company is ad* 
mired and sought by all those who wish to 
derive understanding from the knowledge 
of others, improved by a long life and phi- 
losophical e3q;>erience'; but the ignorant ol4 
man is no company for himself, nor. any one 
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elie, unlen oyer a pitclier or % bottU, wbm 
the Msiitance of a pipe will be neceweiy tD 
excuse hi^ silence. I know you hare too 
much good nature tD be offended at my ad- 
vice, especially when I assure you, that I as 
•inoererjr wi^ your happiness and advance 
ment in life^as I do my own. We are all 
▼ery well, thank Grod, and your friends de- 
sire to be remembered to you. Pray write 
as often as opportunity and leisure will per* 
mit; and be assured, that a letter trom yoo 
will always give great satisfaction to youf 
parents, but to none more than to 

Your most affectionate brother. 



LETTER LX 

JV-tm a Father to his Son^ contaminff gm^ 
oral ruietfar agreeable rsneertolMfi. 

I hare taken this opportuni^, my dear 
Hairy, to inform ^ou of some thinp in yo«r 
ceneral conveisation, which I think woidd 
be i>roper for you to observe and amend» 
particularly, your excessive fondness for 
talking, which equally discovers itself on aft 
oecanions. I have always considered you i« 
a f outh who does not want sense, and I am 
wdHBg to hope that I am not therein de- 
eeived : but the dangerous sdf sufficiencr 
of meat yo«ng men, seems to have seized 
yoR itt a violeiit dsgieee which I hope m 
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mil« reflection will toon remove. Tbe ait 
of rendering jrooreelf agreeable in coBvent 
tion, i« a matter worthy of your moet eeriodi 
study. It is an advantage which few can 
boast of, Uioujgh all put in their claim for it ; 
and nothing is -so constant an enemy to sue- 
cese, in those who would excel in this art* 
as their harboring an opinion of their own 
proficiencv, before they have attained to any 
tolerable degree of knowledge in what they 
imagine themselves possess^ of. Conver- 
sation when rightly managed, will admit 
every member of Uie company to have a 
•hare in the pleasure and applause it aflforde 
If a man speaks lilUe, ^ou must not from 
thence conclude that he if willing to g^te up 
every claim to conversational merit. Per- 
haps he cannot sing ; but he certainly is aA 
.lesirous of having his peculiar humor, or 
his dry joke applauded, as you may be for 
being called on for another sos^. Though 
he may be no mathematician, perhaps he is 
versed in religious disputation ; if he despise 
plays, he may admire history; though ha 
understand not geography, he may know 
how to describe the humors of mankind ; 
and though he pretends not to politics, he 
may have a turn for some more useful 
science. When thepe things are considered, 
if his modesty be ^eat, you cannot oblige 
him more than by giving kim an opportunity 
te cUiplsy his capacity on the subjeet he be* 
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UeTM himself most able to handle with 
advantage; for in order to support a thor- 
ough good humor, a man must be pleased 
with mmself as well as with others. When' 
this is properly managed, conversation sel- 
dom fidls to prove entertaining ; and to th# 
neglect of this are owing^ many of the yawn- 
ing hours, spent in companies composed of 
men not capable of behaving agreeably. 
The manner of telling a story is aSo worUi 
your notice, and you nave known the pleas- 
ure of hearing a long one well told. Mr. 
Jackson has an admirable talent in that w&y ; 
but then you must observe, that half ue 
pleasure he gives arises from his happilv 
avoiding any of the silly digressions which 
are the great cause of a story seeming tedious. 
You never hear him mingle his relations 
with, " I remember very well, it was the 
same day that 'squire Thompson's son came 
of age — 1 bovght my bay nag the day before 
at auction. I can scarce think of it without 
laughing. But, however, as I was saying,** 
and a hundred more such dead weights to 
attention. Nor does he ever praise a story 
before he relates it ; a fatal rock to man^ a 
good tale. When a story wants a prepara- 
tory recommendation, it is not worth telling ; 
and even when the relation is tolerable, the 
generality of auditors are apt to persuade 
thems^ves, ** the mountain's labor oas pro- 
cured only t mouie.'* These are looee and 
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fftnenX hints; but by a due improvement 
of them, you will find yourself very seoaibly 
growing more and more agreeable, whenever 
70U converse. An easy and becoming free- 
clom you have already, and by Uie addition 
of discretion in the use of it, and complai- 
jiance to others, you will prc^ably succeed 
in your wish of becoming amiable in the 
opinion of men of sense and judgment, which 
•hould you accomplish it, will add much to 
the pleasure of 

Tour affectionate father 



LETTER LXI. 

jyvm an Uheie to a JVephew on kU keeping 
bad company, bad hoturs, Sfc. in hia op* 
prentieeafdp. 

DxAR Nephew, 

I am very much concerned to hear, that 
you are of late fallen into bad company; 
that you keep bad hours, and give great un- 
easiness to your master, and break the rulet 
of his family. That when he expostulates 
with you on this account, you return pert 
and bold answers ; and instead of your prom- 
ising or endeavoring to amend, repeat tho 
offence; and have entered into clubs and 
societies of young fellows, who set at nought 
all good example, and make such persons tm 
vould do their duty, the subject of ridicule^ 
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as persons of narrow minds, and who want 
the courage to do as they do. 

Let me on this occasion expostulate witb 
you, and set before you the evil of the way 
you are in. 

In the first place : What can you mean by 
breaking the rules of a famUy you had bound 
yourself by contract to observe ? Do you 
uiink it honest, to break through engage- 
ments into which you have solemmv entered; 
and which are no less the rules of the cor- 
poration you are to be one day free of, than 
those oi a ptrivate family? Seven years, 
several of which are elapsed, is not so long 
a term but that you may see it terminatt 
before* you are over fit to be trusted witir 
your own conduct; Twenty-one or twenty 
two years of age is full early for a ymmg 
man to be his own master, whatever yor * 
may think; and you may surely stay tiU 
then at least, to choose your own hours, apd 
Tour own company : and I fear as you fjp on* 
if you do not mend your ways, your discre- 
tion will not then do credit to your choice. 
Remember you have no time you can call 
your own, during the continuance of your 
contract ; and must you abuse your master 
in a double sense ? rob him of his time, 
•specially if any of it be hours of business ? 
rob him of his rest ; break the peace of his 
fomily, and .nve a bad example to otheM ? 
AndaUforwhat? Why to riot in tht com- 



ly of a Mt of penoM, wlio eantomm, 



eny 01 a Mt or penoM, wao eoBtomm* m 
ey teach yoa to ao, ill ordor and diodpiiiioi 
who, in all likdihood, will load you into 
gaming, drinking, fwearing, and oven moit 
dangeroua vices, to the wihinijing of your 
mind from your hnainese, which muit bo 
your futnre oupport 

Conaider, I exhort yoo, in time, to wbal 
IBose coufsea mav load you. Conaidor tbo 
affliction you wiu giYo to aU yonr Monday 
1^ yonr oontinnaiioo in tiiem. Lav togothor 
the aubitaaco of the oonvoraaKion mat paasoi 
in a whoto evening, with your fnothy twm* 
paaiona, afbar you hav» como Irom theaiu 
' and re6ect what aolid trath,'whaf oaefni 
leaaons, worthy of being incuiooted in yo«r 
future life, that whole evening has aflbinM 
▼ou; %nd consider whether it is worth 
breaking through all rule and order for ^^ 
Wljother your present conduct is ouch -m 
you would allow in a servant of your own i 
Whether you are so capable to pmsuo your 
business with tl^(t ardor and aelight next 
morning, as if you had not drank orlcept bad 
hours over night i If not, whether yott 
master has not a double loa and damage 
from your mis-«pent evenings? Whethir 
the taking of small liberties, as yo« may 
think them, leads you not to greater f Fat* 
let me tell you, you vdU not find it in yoor 
powor to atop when yov will. Aad tM% 
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Wbatlur any restraiiit at all will not Sn tiiM 
be irktone to you ? 

I have gone through the like eenritvde 
with pleasure and cTMit I found myself 
my own master full soon for my discretion. 
What you think of yourself I. know not ; but 
I wish you may do as well for your own 
interest and reputation too, as I hare done 
for mine : and I'll assure yon I should not 
have thought it either creditable or honest to 
do as you do. I could hare stood the laugh 
of an hundred such vain oom|>anions as you 
dkoose. for being too narrow minded to break 
through all moral obligations to my master, 
in order to show the brayery of a bad hearti 
and what an abandoned mind dared to per- 
petrate. A bad bepnning seldom makes a 
good ending ; and if you were aasured that 
you could stop when you come to act for 
yourself, which is very improbable, how 
will you answer it to equity and a good con- 
•eienee, that ]n>u will not do so for your mas- 
ter ? There is, let me tell yon, more true 
brarery of mind in forbearing to do an inju* 
17, than in giving ofience. 

Yon are now at an age, when you should 
study to improve, not divert your faculties* 
You should now lay in a fund of knowledge, 
that in time, when ripened by experience, 
may make you a wart% member of the com<* 
monwealtb. Po you think yon have nothing 
to learn, either ai to your business, or as to 
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tbe forming of your mind? Would it not 
be much better to chooae the silent, sober 
conversation of books, than of such compan- 
ions IS never read or think? An author 
never commits any but his best thoughts to 
vaper ; but what can you expect from .thei 
laughing, noisy company you keep, but 
frothy, prating, indigested nc^ons, and 
Uioughts so unworthy of beine remembered, 
that it is the greatest wisdom to forget 
them? 

Let me entreat you, then, my dear kins- 
man, for your family's sake, for your own 
sake, before it be too late, to reflect as you 
ought upon the course you have entered 
into. By applying yourself to books, in- 
stead of such vain company, you wiU be 
qualified in time for the best of company, 
and be respecjted by. all ranks of men. This 
will keep you out. of unnecessary expenses, 
^U employ all your leisure time, will ex- 
clude a world of temptations, and finallv sec 
you above that wretched company wnidi 
now you seem so much delighted with. And 
one tiling let me recommend to you, that you 
keep a list of the young men of your stand- 
ing within the compass of your knowledge, 
and for the next seven years observe what 
ftte wiU attend them : See if those who fol- 
low not the course you have so lately enter- 
ed into, will not appear in a very different 
light from those wno do : and for the indm- 
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try and pivmerity of th« one, and the decay 
or (ailuro oi the other, (if their run ways 
do not blait them beiore or m toon aa tho^ 
begin the world) you will find abundant rem* 
•on every dajr to juatify the truth of Uie ob- 
aervatioiM I have thrown together. As no* 
thin^ but my affection for you oould poaai«> 
Uy influence me to these expostulations, I 
hoipe for a proper effect from them, if you 
would l>e thougn^ well of by, or expect any 
favor from. 

Your lonng unole. 
P. S. Tour master will, at my requesti 
send me word of the success of my remon* 
atrance 



LETTER LXII. 

Jin Uhele in anmioer to a Mphew com* 
pltdning </ Hardihipi in hu Jippren^ 
Hee$hip. ^ 

DSAa NXPHXW, 

I am sorry vou should have any misun- 
derstanding with your master : I hare a good 
opinion of him, and am unwilling to enter- 
tain a bad one of you. It is so much a mas- 
ter's interest to use his apprentices well, that 
I am disposed to think, that when they are 
badly used, it is much oftener the eflbet of • 
proTocai^n than choice. TUterefore, bafora 
I give nysaLf the trouble of in^arposiiig ia 
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jrour behalf, I desire you will strictly inquire 
of yourself^ whether you have not, by aome 
misconduct or other, provoked that alteration 
in yonr master's behavior of which jovi so 
niich ciMnplain. If, after having diligently 
complied with this request, you assure ma 
you are not sensible of having given cause 
of disgust on your side, I will readily use 
agr enSieavors to reconcile you to ^our mas- 
ter or procure you another* But if you find 
yourself blamable, it will be better for you 
to remove* by your own amendment, the oc« 
casioD of your m«ster*s displaasure, than to 
have me or any oth^ friend, offer to plead 
your excuse, where you know it would ho 
unjust to defend you. If this should be your 
case, all your friends together could promise 
your better behavior, indeed ; but as the per* 
formance must even then be your own, it 
will add much more to your charaeter to 
pass through your whole term, without any 
interposition between you. . Weigh what I 
have h«re said ; and remember that voiir 
future welfare depends greatly on yoor'pre* 
sent behavior. 

I am your loving kinsman 



9 
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LETTER LXIIL 

^am a Mother to her Son^ m annpef to 
hiU complaint^ of Har4ship$ in hi§ Ap^ 
prenticeship* 

I am very sorry my dear Sammy, to hear 
that your roaster and you do not agree bo 
well as I covld wish. I was always afraid 
you would expect the same indulgence when 
you got abroad into the world, as you ezpe- 
rienoed when at home. You know, that in 
many instances, I have endeavored to mak« 
seeming hardships as easy to you as I eould , 
but if this makes you more diflicttU to b« 
satisfied, it would be a great trouble to me^ 
Your uncle tells me, I am afraid with too 
much truth, that the indulgences you hvre 
received iroin me, have made your preesot 
situation more disagreeable than it otherwisa 
would have been. Whatever I have dono^ 
fcHT you, was always inteiided for your good» 
and nothing could so deeply afflict mo as to 
see my tenckrness have a mischievous effect 
Therefore my dear child, to my constant 
care for you, do not add the sorrow of my 
seeing it the cause of your behaving worse . 
than if I had been less tender to you. Be- 
fore we put you to your master, we had a 
very pleasing account of him from all his 
neiffhoors, and those who had any dealings 
with him As Mr. James, who is now out 
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of hiB time, gives him the best of characters, 
and declares your mistress to be a woman of 
great prudence and good conduct ; I know 
•not how to think they would in any respect 
use you ilL Consider, my dear, yoti must 
Hot in any other woman than myself, expect 
to find a fond and perhaps partial mother; 
for the little failing which I could not see 
in you, will conspicuously^ appear to other 
persons. My aj^Mtion for you would BudM 
VM wish you to be always with me ; but tm 
that would be inconsistent with your future 
wellare» and as you must certeinly be a 
caioer from the situation you are now in, 
let a desire to promote my happiness as well 
pa your own, make every seeming difficulty 
light I have desired your uncle to inter- 
pose in this matter, and he will write to yoa 
soon. He lias promised to see justice done 
you, provided your complaints are founded 
•on reason. Believe me, my dear child. 

Your affectionate Mother ' 
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LETTER LXrV. 

Jh^m a ycung Mam who had eloped from 
kii apprentieeohipt to kit father ^ demrimg 
Attn to intercede t»ith hu Meuter to tmko 
him again into hio oeroice, 

HovroRSO Sir, 

With shame arinng firom RtsontekrasnMi 
of guilt, I hav« presoflMd to write to fon at 
thifl time. I douht tiet bat fon hsre hearA 
of the irregularitiee in my conduct, which 
at last proceeded so hsr, as to induce me to 
desert tne service of the beet of maeten. 
PiUed wi^ the deepest contrition, and sei^ 
•ible of my folly and ingratitude, I know not 
of a more powerful advocate to intercede for 
me, than my honored, though justly offended 
parent It was thA allurements of vieiout 
eompany that first tempted me to forsake the 
oath of rirtue, and neglect mv duty in a 
lamily, where I was treated with the great- 
est tenderness. Fully sensible of my fault» 
I am willing to make every r^[>aration in 
my power; but I know not of any other, 
than by acting diametrically opposite to my 
former conduct Let me entreat you to in- 
terrede with my worthy master to take me 

Sain into his service, and my whole Aiture 
(B shall be one continued act of gratitude. 
I am, sir, your affectionate, 

Though undutifU sott. 
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LETTER LXV. 
ne Father^* Jnauw, 

If y^ttcTer live to be a ftitlier, you will 
know what I feel fbt you on the present oc- 
casion. Tenderness as a inurent: reaent- 
mant on account of ingratitixia, a real con* 
iMra fw your future happinett, and reifieet 
^ibr the worthy man' whose aeMce y6« d^ 
sorted, all eonsptre tof^ther to agitate my 
mind to different purpoeea; hut patema) 
ttfiRsction becomes preoominftnt, and I am 
^obliged to act as your friend, although I am 
ifiraid you hare considered me as your enemy. 
J. haTe written to your master, and just now 
tteeired his answer ; copies of which I hare 
i%t enclosed. Your master is willins again 
.• receive you into his service, and I hope 
*txt behavior wiU be correspondent to so 
'^h lenity. 

I am your affectionate father. 



LETTER L3CVI. 
meFBtthert0theMatier. 

I have often written to you with plea* 
! r but, alasl I am constrained at present 
to addreM myself to vou on a subject I lit- 
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He expected. I have just now received • 
letter from my son* by which I am inform* 
ed, that he has left your senrice, Uiroogh 
the iostigadon of evil company. Hia letter 
contains a penitential acknowledgment of 
his offence, together with a declaration of 
his resolution to act consistently with his 
dnt^ for the future. He has bened of me 
to intercede with you in his behalf, end I 
know your humanity will excuse parental 
alfection. If ^ou will again receive the un- 
happy youth into your l&mily, I have great 
reason to hope that his conduct will be equal 
to his pomise; and it will confer a law^g 
.^ligation on an afflicted parent, and oblige 
Your sincere friend and well-wisher. . 



LETTER hXnt 

From an Apprentice to Ma Father in praue 
of fug Master and Family, 

HoNonsD Sm, 

I know it will be a great satisfiBbction to 
you and my dear mother to hear that I go on 
very happily in my business ; and my maste* 
seeing my dili^nce, puts me forward, and 
encourages me in suc^ a manner that I have 
^at deligbt in it, and I hope shall answet 
in time, jK>ur good wishes and expectations, 
and the indulgence which you have alwMS 
shown to JKW3 There 19 such goo4 order jjn 
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the family, as well on my mittress* part m 
on my master's, that every senrant knows 
])is duty and does it with pl^tsare.^ Somuoh 
evennesa, sedateness ana regularity, is ob- 
aerred in all they enjoin or expect, Uiat it is 
impossible but it should l^e so. My master 
Is an honest, worthy man ; every body speaks 
well of him. My mistress is a cheerful, 
•Weet tempered woman, and rather heals 
breaches than widens them. And the chil- 
dren, after such examples, behave to us all 
like one's own brothers and sisters. Who 
can but love such a family ? I wish when 
it shall please Crod to put me in such a sta- 
tion, that I may carry myself just as my 
master does; and if I should ever marry, 
h^ve just such a wife as my mistress : And 
then, by God's blessing, I shall be as happy 
as they are ; and as you, sir, and my aear 
mother, have always been. If any thing can 
make me still happier than I am, or continue 
tome my present felicity, it vrill be the con- 
tinuance of yours and my good mother'^ 
prayers, for, honored sir and madam. 

Your ever dutiful son. 
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LETTER LXVIII. 

JIvM a Mother m T&wn, to her Dau/^Ut 
at a Boarding School, in the CowUry, 

DsAK Chcld, 

Although we are separated in peraon* 
yet you are nerer absent from my thoughta» 
and it is my continual practice to recom* 
mend you to the care of that Being, whoae 
eyes are on all his creatures, and to whom 
the secrets of all hearts are open : But I 
have been lately somewhat alarmed, because 
youi" two last letters do not run in that strain 
of unaffected piety as formerly. What, my 
dear, is this owing to ? Does virtue appear, 
to you as \inplea8ant ? Is your beneficent 
Creator a hard master, or are you resoli%d 
to embark in the fashionable follies of th» 
gay and unthinking world? Excuse me, 
my dear, I am a mother, and a concern for 
your happiness is connected with my own. 
Perhaps I am mistaken, and what I have 
consioered as a fault may be only the effu*. 
•ions of Youthful eaiety. I shall consider it 
in that lij^t, and be extremeljr glad, ^ea, 
happy, to find it so Useful instmctiont 
are nerer too often inculated, and, therefore, 
nre me leave again to put you in mind of 
Chat duty, the performance of which alone 
can m ake yoa nappy both in tine fnd ia 
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Rdifion, my dear, is a dedication of tbe 
whole heart to the will of God, and rirtao 
ia the actual operation of that truth which 
diffuiee itself through every part of our con- 
duct : Its consequences are equally benefi- 
cial as its promises : " Her ways are ways 
of pleasantness^ and all her paths are peace." 
Whilst the gay, unthinking part of youth 
are devoting the whole of their time to fa- 
riiiionable pleasures, how happy should I he 
to hear that my child was religious without 
hypocritical austerity, and even gay with 
innocence. Let me b^ that you will spend 
at least one hour each day in perusing your 
Bible, and some of our best English writers, 
and QonH imagine that religion is such a 
gloomy thing as some enthusiasts have re* 
|irefented. No) it 'indulges you in everjr 
, worthy and rational amusement, so far as it 
ia consistent with morality : it forbids n<^ 
thing but what is hurtful. 

Let me beg you wUl consider attentively 
what I have written, and send me an answer 
M ewn as you can. 

I am your afibetiooale niotlMr, 
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LETTER LXIX. 

jHke Answer. 

HoiroHED Madam, 

I un 80 much affected by the peroial of 
your really parental adyice, that X can acarce • 
ly hold the pen to write an answer : but 
duty to the best of parents, obliges me to 
make you easy in your mind before I take 
any rest to myself. That levity so conspic- 
uous in my former letters is too true to be 
denied, nor do I desire to draw a veil over 
my own folly. No, madam, I freely confess 
it ; but with the greatest sincerity I must at 
the same time declare, that they were writ- 
ten in a careless manner, without considering 
the character of the person to whom thej 
were addressed. I am fully sensible of my 
error, and on all future occasions shall en- 
deavor to avoid giving the least offence. 
The counsels you sent me in your valuable 
letter, want no enconium ; all that I desire 
is to have them engraven on my heart. . My 
dear madam, I love religion, I love virtue, 
and I hope no consideration will ever lead 
me from those duties, in which alone I 
expect future happiness. I^et me b^ to 
hear from you often, and I hope that my 
whole future conduct will convince the oest 
of parents, that I am what she wiskes ma 
to be. I am, honorsd madam, 

Your dutiftil denghttr* 
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LETTER LXX. 

JVom a young Woman jutt gone to $ervie€ 
in Boston^ to her Mother in the Country, 

ItaAB MOTHEB, 

It is now a month that I have been at 
Mr. Wilson's, and thankfnl that I like my 
place so well. My master and mistress are 
both worthy people, and greatly respected 
hy all their neighbors. At my first coming 
tere jl tnongtit every tnmg 8tran{p;e» ana 
iFondered tu see such multitudes of people 
in tiie streets ; but what I sujQTer most from 
it the remembrance of yours and my father's 
kindness ; but I begin to be more.reconciled 
to my state, as I know you are not able to 
support me at home. I return you a thou- 
sana Uianks for the kind advice you were so 
good as to give me at parting, and I shall 
endeavor tp practice it as long as I live. 
Let me hear n*om you as often as you have 
an opportunity: So with my duly to you 
and my father> and kind love to all friends, 
I remain ever. 

Tour mioft dtitiM daughter 
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The Mother's Afuwer 

LETTER LXXI. 
Mt oear Child, 

I am glad to hear that yon reside in 00 
vorthy a family. You know that we nerer 
•honld have parted with yon had it not been 
for yonr good. If you continue Tirtaom 
and obliging, all the family will lore and 
esteem you. Keep yourself employed as 
much as you can, and be always ready to 
assist yo\ir fellow servants. Never speak ill 
of AnyDody; but when you hear a bad story, 
try to soften it as much as you can : don't 
repeat it again, but let it slip out of your 
mind as soon as possible. I am in great 
hopes that all the family are kind to you, 
from the good character I have heard of them. 
If you have any time to spare from your bus- 
iness, I hope you will spend some part of it 
in reading your Bible, and other religious 
booka I pi'sy ^^^ y^^ daily, and there is 
nothing I desire more than my dear child's 
happiness. Remember that the more faiths 
fnl you are in the discharge of your duty aS 
a servant^ the better you will prosper ifyon 
live to have a family of your own. Your 
father desires his blessing, and your brothers 
and sisters^ their kind love to you. Heavsa 
bless you, my dear child ; and oontinne you 
to be a oomfort tons all, and in particnlar 

Yonr affeetiomats motlMr. 
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lETTER LXXII. 

3b a wnmg Trader , generally in a hurry 
of BusincBSt advising method a» well a§ 
iiligenee, 

DXAR NSPHSW. 

' The afl^tion I have always borne you* 
M well for your own sake as for your late 
Other's and mother's, makes me give you 
t&e trouble of these lines, which I hope 
you will receive as kindly as I intend 
lh«m. 

I have lately called upon you several 
times, and have as often found you in an 
extraordinary hurry; which I well know 
cannot be sometimes avoided ; biit perhaps 
need not be always the case, if your time 
were disposed in regular and proper propor- 
tions to your business. I have frequently 
had reason to believe, that more than half 
the flutter, which appears among trtiders in 

Emeral, is rather ^tne effect of their indo- 
nce, than of their industry^ however wil- 
ling the^jT are to have it thought otherwise ; 
vtiS I vfiU give yon one instanee in ocmfir* 
nation of &is opinion in a neighbor of 
mine 

This fnntleimai esiried xm fbr mne ywr» 
a profitable bnalnttt : but indidfStng bumdf 
mry ev«ning in a tafora sooiotj or el«l>» 
whiok the pfoBMitioii of bmhww (w w um* 
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ally the case) gave the first pretence for, 1m 
looked upon those enga^meiits as the na^ 
tural consequence of the approach of night f 
and drove on his husiness in the day witH 
precipitation, that he might get thither 
with the earliest. He seldom kept very late 
hours, though he never came home soon. 
The night heing gone, and his^bottle emp- 
tied, the morning was always wanted to dis-' 
pel the fumes of the wine. Whoever there* 
fore came to him before nine, was desired to 
call again; and when he rose, so many mat«' 
ters waited for him, as directly threw him 
into a flutter : so tluit from his rising until, 
dinner time, he seemed in one continued 
ferment. A long dinner time he allowed him- 
self, in order to recover the fatigues he had ' 
undergone *, and all his table talk was, how 
heavy his business lay upon him! and what , 
pains he took in it! The hearty meal, and. 
the time he indulged himself at table, begat a 
disinclination for anymore business for that 
short afternoon ) sp all that could be defer- 
red, was put off to the next morning; and 
longing for evening^s approach, he flies to his 
usual solace $ empties his bottle by^ eleven*, 
comes home*, gets to bed; and is invisibly, 
till next naOToing at ninei ^oA then rising, 
•nteri «po& his usual hunry and confusbti. •. 
/Onus did his liie seem to those who saw i 
him ;iB hid business, one constant scene of . 
fiktigue, though he scarce ever applied to i* 
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foxtt regular honxf in iny one day. And 
what, to cut mjetonr ^ort» waa the substance 
of the matter? Why meeting with some 
disappointments and loiBses (as all traders 
must expect, and ought to proride for) and 
Ills customers not seeing him in his store so 
much as they expected,' and when there, 
'idways in a disobliging, petulant hurry ; and 
moreover, mistakes frequently happening 
through the flurry into which he puts biia- 
self and ever^ one about him; b^ these 
means his business dwiildled awaj insensi- 
bly, and not being able to go out of his usual 
course, which helped to impair both his 
capacity and ardor in his business, his 
creditors began to examine him, and be 
was compelled to render e statement of 
his afikirs ; and then had the mortification 
to find a balance of 3000 dollars against 
him. 

' This was a shocking case to himself, but 
wofse to his family; for his wife had lived, 
and his children had been educated, in such 
« maimer, as induced them ta hope th«r 
fortunes would be suffiqient to place them is 
ft state ot independence. 

In short, being obliged to quit a busineae 
he had managed with so little prudence, hie 
Uneiids gpt him upon a charitable founda- 
tion, which, afibrded him bare subsistence 
tot himself; his children were dispersed 
•ome one way and some another, into kfir 
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icenet of life, ^nd hii wiHe went hoim t« 
lier friends, to be sntibbed and refleeted an. 
by her own family, for faults not ber own. 
This example will afford several g^ood hintf 
to a young tradesman, which are too obvioot 
to need expatiating upon; and as. I dart 
fay, your prudence will keep you irom the 
like fault, you will never have reason to re- 
proach yourself on this score. But yet, as I 
«Jways found you in a hurry when I called 
upon you, I could not but give you this hint, 
lor fear you should not rightly proportion 
jour time to your business, and lest you 
should suspend to the next hour what jtm 
eould and ought to do in the present, and so 
did not keep your business properly under. 
Method IS every thing in business, next ts 
diligenos. And yon will, by falling into s 
regular one, always be calm and unruffled, 
mnd have time to spend in your shop with 
your eostodhers •, the female ones espeeSally, 
vho always make a great many words la 
tiieir bargains, and expect to be hnuoored 
and persuaded; and, how can any man find 
time for this, if he prefers th» tavern to his 
store, and his bed to his bnsiness. I know 
yovL will take in good part what I ksvt 
written, became yon are sensible how meaA 
I tin ymtr truly affectionate, 4«. 



LETTER LXXIIL 
AwM « JPVifAer to Ait iSf^n, on Ati ftegli* 

DbAJI JSMlfT, 

You cannot imagine what % concen 
fvat carridatneaa and indifferent manage* 
ment of your aflaira give rae. Bemiaaneaa ie 
inezetiaable in all men, but none so mneh m 
in ^ man of bueineei, the aool of whieh if 
inckiBtry, diligence, and punctnality. 

Let me b^ you to shake off tUSs idle 
habits yoii have eontracted; quit unprofite* 
ble company, and nneeaaonable recreati<me« 
and apply to your compting home with ^li- 
fence. , It may not yet be too late to retrieve 
your afiaire l:!9peet therefora your gaine» 
and cast up what proportion they beer to 
vomr expenses : and then see wfaidi of the 
latter yon can and which yon cuinet con* 
traet Coneidelr, that when once e man snf* 
Curs himself to go backwaid in the world* it 
most be an vncommon spivat of industry 
that retrieves him and puU htm forward 
again. 

Reflect, I beseech yon, before it be too 
late, upon the inconveniences which an im- 
poverished trader is put to, for the remain- 
oer of his life ; whicn, too, may happen ta 
ie the prime part of it; &e indignities he 
» likely to snffer from those whose monegr 
t* hat unthinkingly squandMred ; the eon- 

9 
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tempt he will meet with from all, not ex* 
ceptin^ the idle companions of his folly; 
the injustice he does his family, in depri* 
yin^his children, not only of the power of 
nising themselTes, but of living tuerablyi 
■nd how, on the contnoj, from being bom 
to a creditable expectation, he sinks them 
into the lowest class of mankind, sad, expo> 
MS them to most dangerous temptatioML 
What has not such a iaOier to answer for! 
and all this for the sake of indulging him- 
self in an idle, % careless, % tmmghtless 
habit» that cannot afford the least satirfae- 
tion, b^ond the present hour, if in that; 
^nd which must oe attended with de«p re- 
i^orse, when he be||^ins to reflect. Tliink 
seriously of these things, and in time resoly* 
«n such a coarse as may bring credit to your* 
self, justtoe to all you deal with» peace uad 
pleasure to your own mind, comfort to your 
nmily; and which will give at the aamf 
time the highest satisfaction to 

Your careful and loving fathei. 



LETTER LXXIV 

T%e 8on*9 grateful Antwetn 

HoKomxD Sir, 

I return you my sincere tfaaidn 
your seasonable reproof and advice. I 
indeed too much indulged myself in % 
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ttteleu habit; and had already begun to 
fMi the evil con8ec|iience8 of it, when I ret* 
. eeived your letter, m the insvlts of a cmditor 
•or two, from whom I expected kinder treafe- 
inent But, indeed, they wanted but thtir 
own, so I could only blame myaelf, who had 
brought their rough usaffe upon me. Your 
Utter came so seaftonably upon this, that I 
hope it will not want its denred effect ; and 
aa I think it ia not yet too late, I am ready- 
ed to take another course with myaelf and 
my affairs, that I may aroid the ill conae- 
quencea you ao judiciouidy forewarn me oft 
tad give to my nmily and frienda the plea- 
aure they so well deaerve at my hand; and 
varticularljr that satisfaction to ao good t 
uther, which is owing to him by Us 

Most dutiful 



LETTTER LXXV. 

i^wn a Father to a Jhughier^ an Hiiihe 
of her intenHane to marry at foe early 
an age* 

DxAm SALZ.T, 

I was greatly smprised at the letter yo« 
sent ma last week. I was willing to beliat« 
I saw in you, for your years, so much of 
your late dear mouier's temper, pKodsncSy 
and Tirtoous dispoaitioB, that I refused ley** 
nd adnatageons oikm of chaaging Jiy oam 
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•#ii4iti«ii, purely for ywt rake: And witt 
J9a now coaf ince me io early, thai I ha? • 
■o tdtwi to expect fnm tou, but that th^ , 
BOBient a young feUow tnrowi himaelf ia.' 
ywir Kray, you Mve nothing dbe to do but 
to givfc me notice to proYide a fiortune for 
you } and that you intend to be of no fuitbeff 
lie and aervice to me ? Thia, in plain Eng* 
1iah» IB the meaning of yow notification* 
For I fuppoee your young man does not in* 
land to marry you without a fortune. Ana 
ean you then think, that a ftth^ has nothing 
to do, but to confer benefito on his children* 
without bei^ entitled to e3Q>eet any retana 
frem Ihem. 

To be sure I had purposed, at a proper 
time, to find n hu^iand for yout but I 
thought I had yet three or four years to 
come. For, consider, Sally, you are not 
fiilly sixteen years of age : and a wife, be« 
lieve me, ought to have some better quali* 
fications than an agreeable person, to pre- 
serve a husband^ lesteem, thou^ it ofteii 
is enough to attract a loyei^s notice. 

Have you experience enough, think ^ou, 
discreetly to conduct the afiaiis of « family f 
I thought you as yet not qttito capable to 
manage my house ; and I am sure, my Judg* 
ment always tocA: n bins in your Atvor. 

D ss i cto s , fat me ten y^a^l kavn ipeat ea> 



uaptioin to the penon, and think lom by nft 
1 1 WMuiklchoose fiir 9Mtf hus- 



<hn«wilwiwiklchooisifarynur 
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bftsd. For which, if it be not too late»I 
will give you good reasons. 

Ou the whole, you must expect, if yoa 
marry without xaycoosent, to live without 
iny aMiitance. Think it not han}: yoqr 
^■appointment cannot be greater than inine» 
if yov will proceed. I have never need vio- 
lent measures to you on any occasion, and 
shall not on this. But yet I earnestly hope 
▼on wiU not hurry yourself to destruction* 
and me perhaps to the grave* by an action 
which a little consideration may so easilj 
prevent 

I am your afflicted father. 



LETTER UCXVI. ^ 

JVoM on Mer fo a ffounrer Brother^ eau 
fUniing him in the db&e of a Wife, 

DxAm WaxiAM, 

Tour interest is more the object of my 
thoughts than you, perhaps, imagine. 
Though you are younger than I, yet my 
duty requires my care for your good, snd 
particularly in a point that may be so mate- 
rial to your whole life, as is that of love. 
Miss Howard is amiable on many accounts j 
her features are r^^lar, her wit sprightly, 
her deportment genteel, and her voice, I had 
almost said, ravishing. Yet I greatlT fear* 
witlh all these endbwments, she wul aw»i 
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make the wife you oueht to wish for. J Her 
airy flights and gay behavior are pleasiDg as 
a partner in conversation ; but» will the^ bo 
equally agreeable in a partner ' for life ? 
What now charms yon, charms all others. 
Though she is delightful in company, ar« 
jou satisfied she will be as agreeaole when 
alone with you, cr when she has not an 
opportunity of figuring away in companT ; 
what you, perhaps, may not approve ? Sne 
now sees nobody but whom sne chooses to 
see ; if she should be a wife, ft is more than 
probable she may dislike restraints; and caA 
you approve of a diffuse conyersation in one 
you desire to yourself ? Think not) brother, 
that I have any interested motive for this 
advice : for I asaiffe you I have not I am 
not vour rival, nor desire the lady you setm 
too fond of. As very few prudent matches 
are made by young gentlemen at vour age, I 
caution you against thinking of a ^oung 
woman who may be a suitable compaiuon to 
ft gentleman whose station and choice lead 
him into much company and gay^ life ; but 
to men whose circumstances require a more 
retired way of lifb^ it is obvious a woman, 
whose talents lie principally in converaation, 
can never for that reason only, justify a 
young gentleman for choosing her for a 
wife. Shut not your ears to reason, fcMrget 
not yourself, and be sure to remember, 
that the pleasure oi an hour or two, and 



09 RBLATIOirSBIF. 135 

that ci tvrenty, thirty, or forty yeurt, or a 
whole life, muat arise from very different 
iourcee. 

I am, dear brother. 

Yours meet affectionately. 



LETTER LXXVir. 

f^om a daughter to ?ier Father pleading far 
her Sister, who had married without kit 
consent. 

UoNOREO Sir, 

The kind indulgence you hare* always 
shown to your children, m^es me presume 
jo become an advocate for my sister, though 
not for her fault. She is very sensible of 
that, and sorry she has offended you; but 
has great hopes that Mr. Robinson will 
prove such a careful and loving husband ta 
ner, as may atone for her past wildness, and 
en^iwe your forgiveness: for all of your 
chil£'en are sensible of your paternal kind- 
ness, and that you wish tiieir good, more for 
their sakes than your own. 

This makes it the more wicked to offend 
so good a father : but, dear sir, be pleased to 
consider, that it cannot now be helped, and 
that the may be made by your displeasure 
i^iv miserable in her choice; and that hii 
faults are owing to the ineootideratioa of 
joukfa : othonriie, it woidd not Inre bean » 
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it^ 



Tery diicredittble tnateb, had it had your 
•pproUition. I could hnnibly bop« for my 
poor sister's sake, that you will be piealied 
father to encourage' his present good resolu* 
tioua by your kind fayor, than to make him 
despair of a reconciliation, and so perhaps 
' treat her with a negligence, which hitherto 
•he ia not appfehensive of; for he ia really 
Yery fond oi her, and I hope will continue 
•6. Ye( is she dejected for ner fault to you» 
and wishes yet dreads to have your leave to 
throw herself %t your feet,, to beg your for- 
giveness and blessing, which would miJce 
the poor dear offender quite happy. 

Pardon, sir, my interposin|^ m her &tor» 
ia which my husband also joins. She is my 
sitter. She is your daughter; though ah^ 
haa not done so worthily as I wish, to become 
that character. Be pleased, sir, to foxgjve 
bar, however; and also forgive me, pleacung 
for her; who am 

Your ever dutifid daugfatir 



LETTER LXXVin. 
The AMer'a Jlnamer. 

You must believe that yoar aiater^ vb- 
advised mamage, wKich she tsoA kn«ir 
waold ba diaapneeable to ma, gites ma no 
•matt «QiiQam; aad ytti will aMvt ^o* 
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that it irises more from my affection for ber» 
than any other consideration. In her edu* 
cation I took all the pains and care my cir- 
cumstances would admit, and often flatter^ 
Dwself with the hope that the happy ffuitM 
Qt it would be made to appear in her prudent 
conduct. What she has now done is not 
Yicious, but indiscreet; you must remem- 
ber, that I have often declared in her 
hearing, that the wild assertion of a rak« 
making a good husband, was tly meit 
dangerous opinion a young woman could 
imbibe. 

I will not, hewever, in pity to her, point 
out the many ills I am afraid will attend her 
rashness, because it is done, and cannot be 
helped ; but wish she may be happier than 
I ever saw a woman who leaped so fatal a 
precipice. 

Her husband has this morning been with 
ne for her fortune ; and it was with much 
decision 1 told him, tiiat as all she could 
hope for was wholly at my disposal, } 
should disburse it in such a manner as I 
thought would most contribute to her ad- 
vantage; and that as he was a stranger to 
me, I should choose to know how he de- 
served it, before be had the power over 
what I intended for her. He bit his^lip» 
and with a hasty step was my humble sar* 
vant 

Tell t|is radi girl I .would net h»T» bar 
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to be afflicted at this behavior in me ; for I 
know it will contribute to her adrantagt 
one way or other ; if he married her for her 
own sake, she will find no alteration of be 
havior from this disappointment ; but if ho 
married only for her money, she will soon 
be glad to find it in my possession, rather 
than his. 

Your interposition in her behalf is very 
•isterly : and you see I have not the resent- 
ment site might expect. But I truly wish 
that aha had acted with your prudence ! fot 
her own sake I wish it 

I am your loving father. 



LETTER LXXIX. 

From a daughter to a Father ^ wherein she 
duttfully txpo9tulate$ againU a match he 
had proposed to her, tnth a Ocntlemam 
much older than herself, 

KoRt)Rsi> Sir, 

Thouffh your injunctions should prove 
diametriculy opposite to my own secret in- 
clinations, yet I am not insensible that the 
duty which I owe you binds me to comply 
«vith them. Besides, I should be veiy un- 
grateAil, should I presume, in any point 
whatever, considering your numberless acts 
of parental indulgence towards me, to contest 
Tonr will and pleaswe. Though the cdsae- 
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?'Qene6s therefore should prove ever so fatal^ 
am determined to be all obedience, in case 
what I have to offer in my own defence 
should have no influence o.ver you, or be 
thought an insufficient plea for my aversion 
to a match, which, unl^ppily for me, you 
seem to approve of. It is verv possible, sir* 
the gentleman you recommend to my choice, 
may be possessed of all that substance, and 
aU* those good qualities* that bias you so 
strongly in his faVor ; but be not angry, dear 
sir, when I remind you that there is a vast 
disproportion in our years. A lady of mora 
experience and of more advanced age, would* 
in my humble opinion, be a more fit help- 
mate for him. To be ingenuous (permit me, 
good sir, to speak the sentiments of my heart 
without reserve for once) a man« almost ia 
his grand climacteric, can never be an agree- 
able companion for me : nbr can the natural 
gaiety or my temper, which has hitherto 
been indulged by yourself in every inno- 
cent amusement^ be over Agreeable to him. 
Though his fondness at first may connive at 
the little freedoms I shall be apt to take; 
vet as soon as the edge of his appetite shall 
be abated, he will grow jealous, and forever 
torment me without a cause. I shall be 
debarred of every diversion suitable to my 
years, though ever so harmless and inoffen- 
sive; permitted to see no company; hur- 
ried aown perhaps to eome melancholy 
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tura] recess : and there, like my lady Grac* 
in the play, sit pensive and alone, under a 
green free. Your long experienced good- 
ness, and that tender regard, which you havo 
ilways expressed for my ease and satisfac- 
tion, encourage me thus freely to expostulate 
with you on an affiur of so great importance. 
If, however, after all, you shall judge the 
Inequality of our age an insufficient plea ia 
Itiy favor, and that want of affection for a 
husband is but a trifle, where there is s Urg^ 
fortune, and a coach and six to throw into 
the scale; if, in short, yon shall lay your 
peremptory commands upon me to resign all 
Iny read happiness and peace of mind for the 
Tanity of living in pomp and grandeur, I am 
ready to submit to your superior judgment 
Oive me leave however, to observe, that it 
is impossible for me ever to love the man into 
whose arms I am to be thrown, and that my 
compliance with so detested a proposition^ 
is nothing more than the result of the most 
inviolable duty to a father, who never made 
the least attempt before to thwart the inelii 
nations of 

Hit ever obedient daughter 
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LETTER LXXX. 

Mrs. Bawt U her Mother 0n the upprmmk 
of her m/im death. 

Madam, 

1 am now taking a final adieu of thii 
world, in certain hope of meeting you in the 
next I carry to my grave my amction and 
gratitude to you. I l^vc you with the tin- 
cereet concern for your own bappineea, and 
the welfare of your family. Ma^ my pray- 
ers be answered when I am sleeping nt th« 
diut. May the angels of God conduct you 
is the paths of immortal pleasure. 

I would collect the^ powers of my soul, 
and ask blessings for you with the holy vie- 
Isnce of prayer. Qod Almighty, the Ood 
f^ your pious ancestors, who have beea 
ftmr dwelling-place for many generations, 
bless you. It is but a short space I have t^ 
measure ; my shadows are lengthenipK, and 
fiiy sun declining: that goodness which has 
hitherto conducted me, will not fail in the 
concluding act of life; that name which I 
hare made my glory and my boast, shall 
then be my strength and my sidvation. 

To meet death with a becoming fortitude 
is a part above the powers of nature, and 
which I can perform by no power of hoti* 
Kess of my own; for, Ot in my best state 
I wM altogether tanity,-^ wretched, hdp- 
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Um •Inner: bat in the merits and perfect 
^hteonmeee of God my Saviour, I bop^ to 
•|>p6er juftified, tt die lupreme tribunel, 
whme I most ikortly stand to be judged. 

[N. B. This letter was not to be tent t» 
her mother till she was dead.] 



LETTER LXXXL 

TRtf JBarl of Stafford to hi$ Sen^ Jmi to 
fore kit LordMfo aceeuHan, 

My BxAMBST Wnx, 

These are the last lines yon are to i« 
eeire from a father who tenderly lores yon. 
1 wish there were greater leiaure to impart 
m^ mind unto you; but our merciful God 
will supply all things b^ his graoe^ and will 
guide and protect you in all your ways; to 
whose infinite goodness I bequeath yon; 
and therefore be not discouraged, but serv« 
him, and trust in him, and he will preserve 
and prosper you in all things, fie euro you 

give all respect to my wife, who hath ever 
ad a great love tmto you, and therefore it 
will be well becoming you. Never be want^ 
ing in your love and care to your sisters, but 
let them ever be most dear to you: For this 
will give others cause to esteem and respect 
jon for it, and is a duty that you owe them 
in the memory of your excellent mother and 
myaalf The.:efore your care and aieetion ta 
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them mntt be the rery same that you are tG 
have of yourself; and the like regard must 
you have to your youngest sister, mr indeed 
you owe it to her also, both for her father*^ 
and mother's sake. Sweet Will, be earefUi 
to take the advice of those friends, who are 
by me, desired to advise you for your educa* 
tion. Serve God diligently, morning «dA 
evening, and 'daily commend yourself te 
him, and have him before your eyes in all 
your ways. With patience hear the in« 
•truction of thdse friends I leave with you, 
and diligently fellow their counsel. For, 
till you come hj time to have experience in 
the world, it will be far more Safe to trust 
to their judgment than your own. Lose not 
the time of your youth, but gather those 
seeds of virtue and knowledge which may 
be of i^e to yourself, and comfort to your 
friends, for the rest of your life. And that 
this ma^ be the better effected, attend there- 
unto with patience, and be sure to correct 
and restrain yourself from anger. Suffer 
net sorrow to cast you down; but with 
cheerfulness and good courage, go on the 
race you have to run in all sobriety and 
truth. Be sure, with an hallowed care, to 
have respect to all the commandments of 
Gk)d, allowing not yourself to neglect them 
Iti the least thiiig, lest by degrees, you come 
to forget them in the greatest ; for the heart 
«f iiian if deceitful above all things. And 
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la all your duties aad deTotions towards Gc4« 
iiather perfon-m them joyfully than penslTo* 
ly; for God loves a cheerful giver. Fof 
your reliffioii, let it be directed acccHrding ts 
that which shall be taught by those who ar« 
in God's church, the proper teachers there* 
of, rather than that you either £euicy one to 
yourself, or be led by men that are singular 
in their own opinion, and delight to go in 
ways of their own finding out. For you 
wiU certainly find soberness and truth in the 
one, and much nnsteadiness and vanity in 
the other. The king, I trust, will deal gt%i^ 
ciously with you: restore you those honorsg 
and that fortune which 9, distempered time 
have deprived you of, together wiUi the life 
of your father; which I rather advise might 
be a new gift and creation from himself than 
by other means, to the end you may pay thfi 
thanks to him, vnthout having obligations 
to any other. Be sure to avoid, as much as 
vou can, to inquire after those who havo 
Deen sharp in their judgments towards me, 
and charge you never suffer a thought of re- 
venge to enter into your heart ; but be care* 
ful to be informed who were my friends in 
this prosecution, and to them apply yourself 
to make them your friends also, and on such, 
you may rely, and bestow much of your con* 
versation amonjprt them. And God Almigh- 
ty» of his infimto goodness, bless you and 
your children's children^ aadhissaviegood^ 
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Mfls bleM yov liatera in like maniMr : par- 
Act you io eTery good work» and giT« you • 
T%bt understanding of all things. Amen. 
Your mo«t loving father. 

T. WSNTWOKTB. 



LETTER LXXXII. 

Jfy&rH a Father to his sick sotiy an Happu^ 

ness. 

No man that has passed the middle point 
of life can sit down to feast upon the plea- 
sures of youth without finding the banquet- 
embittered by the cup of sorrow. Many days 
of harmless frolic, and many nights of honest 
festivity will recuf ; he may revive the 
memory of many lucky accidents, or plea 
sing e^Ltravagances ; or, if he has engaged 
in scenes of action, and been acquainted 
with afiairs of difficulty and vicissitudes of 
fortune, he may enjoy the noble pleasure of 
looking back upon disti-ess firmly supported, 
upon danger resolutely encountered, and 
upon oppression artfully defeated. .£neas 
very properly comforts his companions, 
when, after the horrors of a storm, they havf > 
landed on an unknown and desolate country^ , 
with the hope that their miseries will at 
some distant period, be recounted with de- 
light There are, perhaps, few higher 
gratifications than that of reflectior on evils 

10 



, 46 LETTER vmiTER. 

•armomited, when they were not incan»^ 
by our own fault, and neither reproach us' 
with cowardice or (piilt 

But this land of felicity i» always abated 
b^ the reflection, that they with whom we 
•nould be most pleased to share it, are now 
in the graye. A few years makes such 
havoc among the haman race, that we sooa 
see ourselves deprived of those with whom 
we entered the world. The man of enter- 
prise, when he has recounted his adventures, 
IS forced, at the close of the narration, to pay 
a sigh to the memory of those who contrib* 
uted to his success ; and he that has spent his 
life among the gayer part of mankind, has 
quickly his remembrance stored with the 
remarks and repartlses of wits, whose 
spightlineds and merriment are now lost in 

Serpetual silence. The trader, whose in- 
ustry has supplied the want of inheritance, 
when he sits down to enjoy his, fortune, 
repines in solitary plenty, and laments the 
absence of those companions with whom he 
had planned out amusements for his latter 
Years : and the scholar, whose merit, after a 
long series of effi>rts, raises him from obscu- 
rity, looks round in vain from his exalted 
state, for his old friends, to be witnesses of 
his lon^.8ought'fbr af&uence, and to partake 
of his bounty. 

Such is tiie imperfection of all human hap ' 
piness] and every p6riod of life Im obliged 
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|0 borrow its enjoyments from the time te 
come. In youth we have nothing )>a8t lo 
entertain us ; and in age we derive nothing 
from the retrospect but fri:^itles8 sorrow. 
The loss of our friends and companions im^ 
presses hourly upon us the necessity of our 
own departure. We lind that all our schemsf 
are quickly at an end, and that we must lie 
down in the graye with the forgotten multi* 
tude of former ages, and yield our places to 
others, who like us, shall be driven awhile 
by hope or fear about the surface of the 
«arth, and then like us, be lost in the shade 
of death. 

Beyond this termination of our corporael 
existence^ we are therefore oblised to extend 
our hopes, and every man indulges his imv 

fination with something which is not to 
appen till he has lost the power of perceiv- 
ing it. Some amuse themselves with 
entails and settlements, provide for the in* 
crease and .perpetuation of ^ families and 
honors, aud contrive to obviate •the dis^ 
pation of fortunes, which it has been t!he 
whole business of their lives to accumulate. 
Others, more refined and exalted, congratu- 
late their own hearts upon the future ex« 
tent of their reputation, the lasting fam<$ of 
thier performances, the reverence of distimt 
nations, and the gratitude of unprejudiced 
posteri^. 
It is not, therefore, from this world* thai 
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may ray of comfort cftn proceed to dicer Xhm 
gloom of the Ust hour. Bat futnrity has 
•till its prospecti ; there is yet happmeSB in 
reserve suflkient to support us unaer every 
affliction. Hope is the chief blessing of 
man ; and that hope only is rational which 
we are certain cannot deceive. 

I am> te. 



LETTER LXXXIir. 

V^em the 9ame to the Mome, en the inmor* 
tality of the soul. 

It must be allowed, thatthrough ell th« 
piH* of nature there appears a most benevo 
lent intention in the {)rovideQce of GkN« 
for man's preservation and comfort. Tht 
asath and waters administering to his food 
and raiment, animals of various kinds are 
preserved for him in due season, as w« 
every day experience. But these pleasurei 
are but of a subordinate degree ; he enjoys 
something of a far more suolime nature--- 
his power of contemplating on the goodness 
oi his Maker in the creation of all these 
things, which renders him desivous ot 
something above and beyond them all. 

Can it therefore be suggested, that beings 
capable of the most refined contemplations 
OB t^e works of the creation ; capaUe of 
being moved snd aflfectad, even to an inez« 
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tttetiible degree of pteteure* by tiie com-* 

bcned harmonies of sound ; beiags capaUe 

of increasing and advancing their know* 

Isd^e and speculation in all things, even to 

their last moments ; capable of concemng 

notions which no pait of their mortal frame 

can possibly eonvey to thehr understanding! 

mad in which no instrumental iufluenoo 

can have any share ; beings that are never 

ioitsfied in searching after truth through all 

the winding labyrinths «nd hidden reeessei 

of nature ; I say can it be imagined, that 

fnch beings should be deprived of all ex* 

iitonce, in the midst of those growing speo«i« 

Ittions, which can have no origin but what 

is truly divine ? Its fulnesi must be in an 

hereafter. Our very imagination reaches 

to eternity, in spite of all that can be said 

hy -the most obstinate atheist, or that our 

own doubts can devise. Hope is a constant 

iamtinct which inspires men with a desire 

of finding some better state, and is a sure 

presage of futurity ; nor could any man on 

oartii be possessed of It, if that state were 

not certain, no more than he would shrink 

St committing a wicked act, if there were 

no power wiuiin himself that is to live hero* 

after. Another strong proof of the immorw 

tslity of the soul flows from the infollible 

soodness and justice of the Divine Being 

for if it were not immortal, and over eon 

iQtous of good and ovil done in thio lifis 
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that goodneM and jottice would be liable to 
be ciILcmI in question. Tbis notion has aften 
eonfounded aome of the ^eatest philoeo- 
pbera* and is at the aame time one of |h9 
(Ireatest oonsidelrations to prove a fature 
■tate» when entered upon with deliberation. 
Can we hceitate to beliere the immortalily 
of the tool, when we aee the most abendo<w 
ed miacreaots live and prosper in afflnenoe 
of fortune, carrying it with a high head 
against their neighbarB, distressing all is 
their power, enjoying and rioting on the 
•ttbstance of widows sind orphans, and at 
last going to the grave unpunished ; whilst 
the innocent and virtuous suffer a series of 
afflictioBS end miseries, by the means of 
theM powerful tyrants, all their lives, and 
at length, lie down in the dust, wronged 
and unredressed in this life i If then there 
be not en hereafter for the soul, and if it be 
not conscious of past' good and evil, where 
is the justice, where is the goodness, where 
i» the mercy, where is the benevolence in 
giving being to mankind, for iio other end 
but to suffer pains and misery at the hands 
of another; and what but partiality, (which 
is injustice in itself,) would have ordered 
sufferings like these for some, and a power 
of tyrannizing to others, for the short date 
of the life of man here, were there no pun* 
ishment for the unjust and base» no hvppi* 
'^ for the virtuous and injured* heremr I 
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These consideratioDs have induced me to 
believe in a future existence, which I most 
firmly do. I will therefore put my trust in 
an all merciful Grod, who is able to conduct 
me through the thorny paths of this life» to 
another and better world. 



LETTER liXXXIV. 

3b a Nephew going abroMd, 

Mt dkar Jack, 

I congratulate you upon the success of 
your interest, in so readily acquiring such 
%n eligible situation abroad ; I think it my 
duty, ndwever, to assure you, that all the 
advantages of this voyage chiefly depend 
upon your proper behavior and r^ulation 
of conduct. Avoid dissii)ation and idleness, 
which are very destructive to health, than 
which nothing could be more dear to you in 
a strange climate.-^While you seek a for- 
tune, let justice and honor be your ^ides, 
*nd do not sully the laws of humanity, by 
taking an unworthy advantage over the for* 
lorn. I hope to see you before your depar- 
ture, in order to add something to your 
}urse and stock, that you may remember 

Your affectionate uncle. 
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LETTER LXXXV. 

Fir&m the JV>pheto in amwer, 

Mt ukak Uncuc, 

I know not how to expreM my grateftil 
thukki for your advice. Believe me, I ehall 
idwayi endeavor to keep your bright exam* 
nle before my eyes, that I may never deviate 
nrom the path of rectitade, I abaU do my* 
■elf the extreme pleasure of seeing yon to» 
morrow ; till then I remain, dear uncle* 
Your affectionate nephew. 



LETTER LXXXVI 

PWmh a ISradetman to his Daughter, «fi her 
fint setting out into the world, 

Mt deak Gnix«, 

You are now embarking on the dan- 
j;eroua commerce of the world at the early 
\gl& of euchteen — an age the most dangerous 
in the ILfe of a female. Do not, therefore, 
treat with indifference the advice of a pa* 
tent, who has bought wisdom bv experience* 
and who has no oSier view in the trouble he 
is now taking, but to teach you how to shun 
those dangers which orove the destruction 
of thousands. 
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In tlie flrst plaoe, ram«mber how yotmg 
fOQ are. and how easily your youthful mind 
may be led astray, if you be not exceeding- 
ly cautious in your conduct. For this rea- 
ion, never be too confident of your own 
TeiK>lution8; but religiously aToid even the 
ajppearanoe of t^nptation, and always ad^ 
fyt that adrice, which your fkther will al- 
ways be ready to give you, with candor and 
tandemess. if you be not above taking it. 

Attend aiyine service on Sundays, as oi> 
ten as the nature of your connexions will 
admit, and do not neglect the perusal of the 
oacred writings. By these means you will 
retain the character of a good Christain, and 
you will thereby find yourself strengthened 
in the love of virtue. 

Be punctually honest to every trust re» 
^oasd in you t for the deficiency of even but 
ft shilling, or a shilling's worth, is as fatal 
to a person's character, as if the deficiency 
were for the largest sum. Acharaeteronce 
tainted, is forever ruined ; but this is an ad* 
monition, which I believe, I have now little 
iwed to give you. 

At all times punctually speak the truth, 
tnd do not endeavor to hide a flralt by the 
use of a lie. As I trust you have high no- 
lioBB of honor, let me ardently entreat you 
»<9l to forfeit any part of that honor by the 
crlm« of fysehood. which belongs onlvte 

TOW MHili. Kjr imt 
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girl, cantioosly atoid a lie eren on the most 
trifliiig oceasionfl, if you wish to preserve 
your honor untainted. 

Be affable and civil to every one, however 
low their stations in life mky be, and never 
look with contempt on any one merely be* 
cause they may ncMt dress so well as yoorseU. 
The day will come when the queen and the 
faei^ar will be on a level. 

Among the minor virtues, deanlineA 
stands foremost ^It is of the greatest impor- 
tance in culinary and domestic conceme. 
A well informed judgment in the art of 
cookery and conliKtionary being of the ut* 
most importance in the respectable family you 
are about to enter, I shall therefore present 
you with two very excellent books on these 
subjects, either Glasse's whole Art of 
Cookery, or the New American Cockerf^ 
or Female Companion, by an American 
lady. 

In the commerce of this world you will 
meet with % variety of tempers, and some 
ef them no ways pleasing to you ; but if your 
fortune or hopes depend up<m them, do not 
contend with your superiors about trifles, 
since many a good friend has been lost by 
servants endeavoring to be wiser than their 
masters, mistresses, or superior conneziooi. 
Wise servants will always endeavor to din- 
cover the bent and inclinatiotts of tiiose they 
••rve; and when th^ have once diacoveNd 
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Giem, it will be no difficult matter to give 
i&tiefaction. 

Carefully avoid all party ' connectioitf 
among servants. Do what you can to make 
t^p dinerences, but never foment them. Do 
not see them injured whom you serve, with- 
ont acquainting them therewith; but avoid 
being the bearer of little idle tittle tattle 
tales. Keep your oWn counsels, and trust 
no one with your bosom secretk' but your 
Ikther, or your real friend. 

All this advice, however, will be but of 
little effects unless you keep yourself strict- 
ly virtuous. It is from a strict adherence 
to virtue that aU your future hopes must 
How ; but, should you, in an unguarded mo- 
jnent, depart from the rigid rules of virtue, 
.you will then be ruined, lost and undone 
fbrever ; for your relations, friends and even 
Acquaintances, will forsake you and shutt 
you. But I hope diat such may never be 
the case of my motherless girl ! 
"^ A few hints may not be improper to guard 
you against the snares and temptations which 
men throw in the way of young and inex- 
perienced girls. 

Never accompany any man singly, to walk 
with him in the fields, to ride with him in 
a coach, or go to any of the public places cf 
amusement. Girls too eaftly persuade them- 
selves, that eveiy young fellow who dangletf 
after Okem. wiohes to mtk» witw of tfMi; 
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but no mistake can be more filial to tbeij^ 
reputation and character ; for there are an 
inflmte number of tiioaa coxcombs, who 
endeavor to captlrate t|M hearts of girls 
only that they may have an opportunity 
of boasting in company how great are their 
oonqaegts. . 

When a young man of fortune expreasea 
his love to agirl, who has no fortune but h«r . 
virtue uid •accomplishments, great indeed 
should be her caution. It is certainly a 
great chance, if tills consideration <)oes not 
throw her off her guard, ftud induce her to 
consider that as k>v^, which may he only a 
snare for her ruin. It is this fatal mistak/^ 
which has filled our public streets with so 
many unhappy girls. 

Seal and sincere lore is modest and tim* 
id, aud every young woman may lay dowo 
this as a certain rule, that no man. who. 
really wishes to make a wife of them will 
ever attempt to take the least indecent lil^ 
Arties with them, nor ask for an improper 
ikvor, under promise of marriage at a morift 
convenient time. The moment a man at* 
tempts any thing of this kind, the prudent 
girl will instantly fly from him «nd shun 
him as she would a plague^ pestilence, and 
ikmlne. 

Were young women properly to consider 
mw itMportant aasd hawdilScnU the proper 



OK RCLATIONSRIP. 107 



Hm complaints of so many unhappy coupU 
Bot« the misfortnne is, they marry first* and 
tliink it will he time enough to consider 
ifterwaids; and hence it is that so many 
complain all the rest of their lives, and look 
bttck with regret on that day in which they 
(|ttitbed service, to emhark in a state of mar* 
Vied slavery. 

There ie another, and a very important 
foosideration, which ought to be constantly 
npperaost in your mind before you ventur* 
to taJce a husband. Ask yourself these plain 
questions ; how are we to live after we shall 
Ue married ? As I have no fortune myself, 
mil my husband's income support us aoitai* 
bly, at least, to my present condition^ and 
will he be able to take care of me in sick* 
Bess, and enable me to bring up our children 
in a deoent manner ? Rem^nber, that how* 
c(vcr tenderly you may love each other, if 
want of any kind stare you in the &oe, theri 
will be no niaaas whatever of retaining hacf^* 
. piness in your house ; and terrible indeed, is 
that situation, which affords no hope but in 
death. Such must be the situation of the 
generality of those who embark inconsid* 
erately in the married state. 

Thus, my dear girl, have f finished ihft 
few hints I thought it necesssry to give you^ 
on your first launching into the <!^ng^?oua 
eommeree of the weriiL I cMld H«ve ^aid 
AthooM&diUiigeiiMietofravlnr. I- 
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ttble how irksome too long ft deUU of adnio* 
nitiona is to jroung minds. I know rerj well, 
tiiftt if you attend properly to these few 
hints, your own good sense and judgment 
will iopply the place of eTery thing I hsre 
1^ unsaid: but if these are disreraded by 
yon, it would be to no pur|>ose had 1^ given 
you a thousand more. 

I shall conclude with admonishing you to 
remember how inexperienced a girl of your 
•ge must be, and how much you stand in 
need of the advice of a father. Let pructeaee 
be your ffuide, and let it be the study of yoof 
life by day, and on your pillow by night; 
never to deviate a step from the narrow path 
of virtue. Let me but live to see you con« 
firmed by these maxims, and I shall tiiea 
cheerAilly resign my breath to him who 
gave it me, in the pleasing hope that you 
will live an amiable and valuable woman 
long after I shall be laid in my peaeefol 
grave, and mouldering into dust 

Your aflbdionate £ither. 



LETTER LXXXVIL 

JVwfli a JPttther to his Iktu^hUrs, on Itm 
and f^rientUh^, 

XhlAH DAVaKTBBS» 

The lunry and dissipation that pMfiil 
in ffenteel life, ae it oemtpts the h«it» in 
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many re8|>ecti, to it renders it iivcvpable ot 
warm« sincere, and steady friendsaip. J^ 
happy choice of friends wiU be of the utmost 
consequence to you, as they may assist yon 
by their advice and good offices. JBut the 
immediate gratification, which friendship 
affords to a warm» open, and ingenuous 
heart, is of itself a sufficient motive to court 
it In the choice of your friends, have your 
principal resard to goodness of heart and 
fidelity. If tney also possess taste and genius^ 
that will still make them more agreeable 
and useful companions. — ^You have particu- 
lar reason to place confidence in those who 
have shown affection for you in your early 
days, when you were incapable of making 
them any return. This is an obligation for 
which you cannot be too grateful. If you 
have the good fortune to meet with any », Ni 
deserve the name of friends, linbosom your* 
self with the utmost confidence. It is one 
of the world's maxims never to trust anr 
persons with a secret, the discovery of which 
could ^ive you any pain > but it is the maxim 
of a httle mind and a cold heart, unless 
where it is the effect of frequent disappoint- 
ments and bad usage. An open temper, if 
xestrained but by tolerable prudence, will 
make you on the wHole, much happier than 
a reserved, suspicious one, although yon 
may sometimes suisr by it — Coldness and 
distrust are the »9? certain con«equflnceeot 



160 tCTTER WUri'SB. 

ngtt and experience; but they urettimli 
eelinge* ard need not be entieipatea before 
' aeir time. 

B' - howerer open yon ma^ be in tellciiig 
«if your own effaica* nerer diecorer tlie se- 
crete of one friend to another. Theee are 
•acred depoeits, which belong not to you nor 
have yon any n|ht to make use of them. 

There !• another caae in which I suspect 
ft is proper to-be secret, not so much nt>m 
notiTts of prudence as delicacy : I mean in 
lore matters. Though a woman has no rei^ 
son to be ashamed of an attachment to a man 
of merit, yet nature, whose authority is su* 
pstior to philosophy has annexed a sense of 
shame to it. It is even long before a wo- 
ttkan of delicacy dare avow to her own heait 
that she loves ; and when all the subterfo- 
ges of ingenuity to conceal it from herself 
fiul, she feels Violence done both to her 

Kide and to her modesty. This, I should 
tagine, must be always the case where she 
li not sure ei a return for her attachment 
In such a situation,* to lay the heart open to 
sny person whatever, does not appear to me 
consistent with the perfection of female deU- 
eacy. But perhaps I am in the wrong. At 
.<lie same time I must tell you, that in peiat 
of prudence, it concerns you to attend we& 
to the consequenees of such a diseotery. 
Tkess secrets, however important in your 
e«ii siCiiastisQ^ may sppear reiy «iiiil« to 
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>aur friend, who poMibly will not eater 
into your feelings, but may ratber coBsider 
them ag9 e subject of pleesautry. For thie 
leeson, loTe secrets ere of all others the 
worst kept. But the consequences to yoa 
may be very serious, as no nian of spirit and 
delicacy ever yalued a heart hackneyed ul 
the ways of love. If therefore, you must 
have a friend to pour out your heart to, be 
sore of her honor and secrecy. Let her not 
ke a married woman, especially if she liTea 
happily with her husband.^ There are cer- 
tain unguarded moments in which such a 
woman though the best and worthiest of her 
jex, may let hints escape, which, at other 
times, er to any other person than her hus- 
band, she would be incapable of; nor will 
her husband, in this «ase, feel himself un« 
der the same obligations of secre<^ and 
honor, as if you had put your conndence 
originally in himself, especially on a sub- 
ject which the world is apt to treat so 
lightly. 

If ail other drcumstanees are eqiial, there 
are obvious advantages in your making 
friends of your brothers and sisters. The 
ties of blood, and your being so much united 
in one common interest, form an additional 
bond of union to your friendship. If your 
bfothem should hare the |ood fortune to 
Ittve hearts susceptible of friendship, to 
trutbf honor, iMim, m^ delicacy of 
11 
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senthnent, they are the fittest and most on* 
eKe^>(i<HiaMe confidants. B j plaeiitg con^* 
denee in them, yon will receive &feTj ad- 
Tantage whi(^ you oould hope for from thcr 
£rien&hxp of men, without any of the in- 
oonteniences thtft attend such connezionfl 
with our sex. 

t Beware of makinj^ confidants of your ear- 
TintB. Dignity, not properly undenitood* 
T«ry readily degenerates into pride, whidt 
«nten into no friendships, because it cannot 
b^ an e€[ual ; and is so fond of flattery «• 
to grasp at it even from servants and depen* 
dents. The most intimate confidants, there*^ 
Ibre, of proud people, are their servants. 

Never allow any person^ under thepre* 
tended ianetion of fnendship, to be so £»• 
miliar as to lose a pR>per respect for yon. 
Many will tell you tnat this is inconsistent 
Wi^ the freedom which friendship allows, 
but a certain respect is necessaiy.in friend- 
ihip as well as in love: vrithout it, yo« 
may be liked as a child, but will never b» 
loved as tn eoual. The temper and dispo- 
«tion of Ae heart, in your sex, enter mor* 
readily into friendship^ than men. YoQ)r 
Batunl propensity to it is so strong thtf 
you often run into inlimaicies which yov 
soon have sufficient cause to repent of^ 
and this makes your friendshipi so fWf 
iactuatiag, 

AAotber grtst mtUuU to*tfa» tfaioirily» 
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tm well as steadipesv of your irieiidsb^>» fal 
the great clashing of jrpux interests in the 
pursuits of love, ambitioQ, pr vaQitir. For 
these reasons, it would appear at fiivt sight 
more eligible for you to contzad yovr 
friendships with the men. Aqaong. «th«r 
obvious advantages of an auQT • intercourse 
between the sexes, it oocasioos aa emula- 
tion and exertion in each to Meel and he 
agreeable: Hence their r;aspective ,expeUiaii« 
ces are nuitually o^mmuaicated aad hlead-' 
ed. As their interests in no d^ree inter- 
fere, there can be no foundation (or jealousy 
or suspicion of rivalship. The friendship 
of a man for a woman is idways blended 
with a tenderness, which he never feds 
for one of his own sex, even where love ji 
in BO degree cenoemed. BesideB, we Hjee 
conscious of a mturtd title you have to our 
protection and ^^ood (^Ices; and thniefcre 
we feel an additiMHil obligation of htMior to 
nerve you,* and to qbsarve an invinbtble if- 
ctecfp wheuever yon ooo^e in vs. B«t 
M)p)y theee observBtioas with great cautioa. 
Thpuaands ofwromesxt Df the best hearts and 
finest talents* have beea rviAed hy men, who 
approached tiiem under tha specious oame 
•of friendship. But, supposing ^ man lo 
Jbave the most undonbm ho»oE» ywt hi* 
^ieacb^ip tt> a wonai> k i» near $Mn 4o 
love, th«|; if ihft tie v«iey ngrmahi^ w hir 
ff^Mn^fh^irill fMMif Jmy«Qipn iSad » 
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ioTtt when she only wishes to meet ft 
frimd. Let me here, however, warn 70a 
tgsisst that weskness so common smong 
Tsin women, the imagination that tiYny 
man who takes a particular notice of yon is 
a lover. Nothing can expose yon more to 
ridicule, than the taking up a man on tin 
suspicion of his being your Wer, who, per* 
lu^is, never onoe thought of you in that 
▼itiw; thus giving yourselves those aivs 
fo oommon among silly women on such 

I am, Ate 
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t^roim Uu 9ame to Mtf $ame ott the fortg§^ 
ing mbfeei* 

Deam Davgbtxrs, 

There is a kind of unmeaning flpsllantry 
much practised by some men, which if yon 
have any discernment, yon will really find 
very harmless. Men of this sort will at- 
tend you to public places, and be useful to 
you by a number of little observances, which 
those of a superior class do not so well un* 
dentand, or have not leisure to regard, or 
perhaps are too proud* to submit to. Loek 
on the O0m]^iments of such men as words 
of oouise, vrhidi tiiey vepect to overy wo 
of ttMrir ioq^MlBluMe. TlMte ii a ft 
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minority they are apt to assume, wkich a 
prpper dignity in your behavior wilibeeasily 
able to check. 

There is a dififerent species of men, whom 
you may like at agreeable compaiuoois, men 
of W(Mrth, taste, and genius, wnose ooa9«r- 
4ation, in some respects, may be superior to 
what you generally meet with among thoie 
of your own sex. It will be foolish in yoQ 
to deprive yourself of an useful and agree- 
able acquauitance because idle people say 
he is your lover. Such a man may like 
your compai^, without having any desig[D 
upon your person. People whoae senti- 
ments, and particularly whose tastes corre- 
SK>nd, naturally like to associate together 
though neither of them have the moe* 
distant view of any further connexion. B«t 
aa this similarity of minds often g^ives rise te 
a more tender attachment than friendship, it 
will be proper to keep a watchful eye ove; 
yourselves lest your hearts become too h, 
engaged before you are aware of it 

At the same time, I do not think that 
your sex, at least in this part of the world, 
fiave*much of that sensioility which dis- 
poses to such attachments. What is com- 
monly called love among you is rather gra- 
,titude, and the partiality to the man ^o 
prefers you to the rest of your sex; and 
such a man you often macry, witii Utds 
•itjbar of peiaonal esteem or afifoction. In- 
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deed, without any unusual share of natural 
WDtfbility, and a very peculiar good fortune, 
a woman in this country ha9 yery little poB* 
nbilitv of maityittg for love. It is a maxim 
laid down among you, and a rerj prudent 
one it is, that lore is not to begin on your 
part, but it is entirely to be the consequence 
of our attachment to you; Now, supposisff 
n wnmao to have sende and taste, she wiU 
not find many men to whom she can possi- 
bly be snpposed to bear any considerable 
share of esteem. Among these few, it is a 
▼ery great chance if any of them distin- 
guishes her particularly. * Love, at least 
with us, is exceedingly capricious, and will 
not always fix where reason says it should. 
But snpposii^ one of them should becoooie 
Mrticiuarly attached to bcsr, it is still ei- 
tremely improbable that he should be tftb 
nan in the world her heart most approred d& 
As, therefore, naiture has given you that 
indimited range in y^ur choice which we 
enjoy, she has wisely smd benerolently as- 
■igned to vou a greater flexibility of taste 
en fkis suDject. Some agreeable ^nalitias 
rscommend a gentleman to good liking and 
friendship. In the course of his acquain- 
tance he eontracts attachment to ycia.^ 
When you perceive it, it excites your grati- 
tnde ; tiiis gratitude rises into a prefertoee. 
and this nrefiemnee perhaps at last advanctti 
^ soM degree <>f attwshment, espeeitBy tf 
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k meet' with crosses and diiBcttltiei, fdf 
those And a state of suspense, are vety 
great incitements to attachiBent» and are 
the food of love in both sexes. If attach- 
ment was not excited in your sex in thii 
manner, there is not one in a million of you 
that would ever marry with; any degree <tf 
lo?e. A man of taste and delicacy marrie* 
a woman ^cause he loves her more than 
aay other. A woman of equal taste and 
delicacy marries him because she esteemf 
hioi, and because he gives her that prefer* 
ence. But if any man unfortunately be- 
comes attached to a woman, whose heart is 
sveretiy pre-engaged, his attachment, in- 
itead oi obtaining a suitable return, is par-* 
ticularly offensive, and if he persist to teasee 
hter, makes himself equally the object of hw 
MOtn and aversion. 

The efifects of love among men are diver- - 
9ified by their different tempers. An artful 
n»n miiy counterfeit every one of them so 
easily as to impoee on a young girl * of an 
Q|Mn, generous, and feeling heart, if she it 
not extronely on her. guard. The finest 
parts in such a girl may not always prove 
enffioient for her seeurity. The dark and 
croekad padis of cunninir ire unsearchable 
and InconceiTable to an honorable and ele- 
vated mind. 

The following, I apprehend, are the most 
fliiilmo e£Eect8 of an hoDorable pawioii ' 
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tmoQg tlie men, wai the most difficult t» 
eoiutefifeit. A man of dolicacy often be* 
tnjs hifl pamum by bis too nett anxiety to 
conceal it, especially if he naa little hope* 
•f being fortunate. 

True lore, in all its stages, seeki conceal- 
ment, and never expects success. It ren- 
ders a man not only respectful, but timid 
in the highest degree, in his beha!nor to 
the woman he loves. To conceal the awe 
he stands in of her, he may affect pleas- 
antry, but it sits awkwardly on him, and 
he quickly rels^ses into seriousness, if not 
into dullness. He magnifies all her reat 
pmfections in his imagination, and is either 
olind to her lailtnga, or oonverti them into 
real beauties. Like a person conscious of 
ffuilt, he is jealous thaX every eye obeerres 
nim; and to avoid this, he shuns all the 
little observances of common gallantry. 
His heart and his character will be improv* 
ed in every respect by his attaclmient. 
His manners wiil become more gentle; 
and his conveisatiDn more agreeable; but 
diffidence and embarrassment" will always 
make him appear ib disadvantage in the 
company of his mistress. If the uschiatiOB 
contuuies long, it will totally depress his 
spirit, and extinguish every active, vigor* 
ous, aod man^ principle of his mind. 

When you observe in a gentleman's be- 
havior these marics which I have deaeiibed * 
above, reflect swiously what you are to do 
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If his attttchmet is agreeable to ybu, I lea^e 
you to do as nature* good sense, and delicaqr 
shall direct you. If you love hiip» let me 
tdvise you never to discover to him the full 
extent of youi love, no, not although you 
marry him. That sufficiently^ shows your 
t>r«ference, which is all he is entitled to 
know. If he has delicacy, he will ask for 
no stronger proof of your ajQfection for yous 
mke; i£ he nas sense, be will not ask it for 
his own. Tixis is an unpleasant truth, but I 
thought it my duty to let you know it. Vi- 
olent iove cannot subsist, at least cannot be 
expressed long tojs^ether, on both sides; 
otherwise the certain consequence, however 
concealed, is satiety and dis^st 

My zeal- f<nr your welfare has excited mc 
to throw together these few thoughts^ which 
I flatter myself will sink deep in your mem^* 
ery, and be of some use to you, at the tima 
you stand most in need of assistance. 

I remain, yours, affectionately, &c. 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

J^om a Fhther to M$ Daughters^ an Court* 
«fttj» and Coquettish Behavior. 

DxAR Daughters, 

In my last, I laid before ^rou my thoughts 
on love and friendship, and now proceed to 
consider some either particulars Tery^ 
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tial to your happinesf . If joo m6 evideal 
proofr of a gentlemftn's attibehment» and are 
determined to ^vA your heart aigainst him; 
at you ever hope to be uaed wHh generosity 
by the person who shall engage you^ own 
heart, treat him honorably and humanely* 
Do not let him lineer in miserable suipense* 
bat be anxious to let him know your senti* 
Bents wiUi regard to him. 

Howover people's hearts may deceit* 
ifaem, there isscarcely a person that can lore 
for any time, without at least soitie distant 
hope of success. If you really wi^ to un*' 
deceiye a lover, you may do it in a variety 
of ways: Tliere is a certain species of famil* 
iarity in your behavior, which may satisfy 
him, if be has any discernment left, that he 
has nothing to hope for. But perhaps your 
particular temper may not permit this. Yott 
may easily show that you vrant to avoid his 
eompany ; but if he is a man who^ friend-* 
riiip yon wish to preserve, you may not 
choose this method, because then you lose 
him in every capacity. You may ^et a com- 
mon friend to explain matters to- him, or fall 
on many other devices, if you are seriously 
anxious to put him out of suspense. 

But, if you are resolved against every such 
method, at least, do not shun opportunities 
of letting him explain himself. If you do 
Als, you act barbarously and unjustly If 
As bvwgs you t<^aB e9q>lanation» ^ve him ft 
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poUte» but ;reaolute and deciBiye answer. 
In whatever way you convey your sentiment! 
to bim» if l^e is a man of spirit and delicacy, 
be wiU give voa no farther trouble, nor 
imi>ly to your frienda for their intercession.. 
ThU last is a method of courtship, which 
•very man of spirit will disdain. He never 
will whine or sue for your pity. That 
would mortify almost as much as your scorn. 
In short, you may break such a heart, but 
you can never bend it Great pride idwaye 
Qfcompanies delicacy, however concealed 
MBder the appearance of the utmoet gentle- 
ness and moaesty ; and is the passion of all 
others the most difficult to conquer. 

There is a case where a woman may oo« 
<iuette justifiably to the utmost verge which 
her conscience will allow. It ie where % 
gentleman purposely declines to make hii 
•ddresses, till such time as he thinks him- 
selC perfectly sure of her consent This al 
bottom, is intended to force a woman to give 
«p the undoubted privilege of her sex, the 

Kivilege of refusing it ; it is intended to force 
r to explain herself, in effect, before the 
gentleman deigns to do it« and by these mean* 
tp oblige her to violate the modesty and 
delicacy of her sex, and to invert the clear- 
est order of nature. All this sacrifice ie 
proposed to be made, merel)^ to gratify a 
QAost despicable vanity in % man, who would 
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degrade the rety womux whom he wi^he* 
to mtke his wife. 

It is of great importance to(ltttiiigaish,i 
whether a gentleman who has the appear- 
ance of being joor lover, delays to speak ex» 
plicitly, from the motires I have mentioned, 
or from a diffidence inseparable from ther 
attachment In die one case yon can scarce^ 
ly use him loo iH; in the other, you ought 
to use him with great kindness: And th« 
greatest kindness you can show him,' if yott 
are determined not to lisCSen to his ad- 
dresBQii, M to let him know it as soon a* 
possible. 

I know the many excuses with which 
women eiideayor to justify themselyes to 
the world and to their own consciences, when 
they act otherwise. Sometimes they plead 
ignorance, or at least uncertainty of the gen- , 
tleman's real sentiments. That sometimes 
may be the case ; sometimes they plead the 
decorum of their sex, which enjoins an equal 
behavior to all men, and forbids tiliem to 
consider any man as a lover until he has di* 
rectly told them so. Perhaps few women 
carry their ideas of female delicacy and 
decorum so ftr as I do. But I must say yov 
are not entitled to plead the dbligation» of 
these virtues, in opposition to the superior 
ouea of gratitude, justice^ and humanity. 
The man is entitled to all these who prefers 
rou to aU the rest of your sex, and perhape 
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whoM greatMt weaknea is this preferenca. 
Th« truth of the matter it, vaiii^ «nd 1ot« 
of admiration is eo prevailing a pasaioft 
amongst you, that you may be considered to 
make a very great sacrifice, wheneyer you 
give up a lover, till after the art of coquetry 
nils to keep him, or he forces vou to an 
explanation. Ypu can be fond of the love», 
man you are indifferent to, or even wheo 
yeu despise the lover. But the deepest and 
most artfiil coquetry is employed by vr omen 
of superior taste and sense, to engage and 
fix the heart of s man, vhom the wond and 

2 horn timy themselves esteem, although 
ley are firmly det^mined never to marry 
him. But his conversation amuses them, 
and his attachment is the highest gratifica- 
tion to their vanity ; nay, they can sometimes 
be gratified with the utter ruin of his for^ 
tune, fame and happiness. I am very certaia 
f do not think so of all }rour sex; I know 
many of them have principles, hstve gener- 
osity and dignity of soul, that elevates them 
above the worthlesa vanity I have been 
•peaking of. 

Such a woman, I am persuaded, may ai-^ 
ways convert a lover, if she cannot give him 
her affections, into a warm and steady friend, 
provided he is a man of sense, resolution, 
and candor. If she explains herself to him 
wi^ a generous openness and freedom, he 
BMMt fed the stroke as a man; but he wiU 



174 LSTTSR WAITfill. 



Ai 



lik««rkBbear it as a man; what ht^svfliHir 
be will aulfer in silence. Every aentiment 
of eateem will remain ; but love, though it 
ivqnirea Tery little Ibod, and ia easily aup« 
flritad with too much, yet it reqniree aome. 
He will Tiew her in the light of a married 
woman; and though pasaion subaidea, yet a 
man of a candid and generous heart alwaya 
ntaina a tenderness for a woman he has 
ooee loved, and who has used hhn well, 
beyond what he feels for any other of her 



If he has not confided his own secret to 
any body, he has an undoubted title to aiAc 
you not to divulge it. If a woman cbooae* 
to trust ay of her com|»anions with her own 
vtfortunate attachments, she may, as it is 
her own affiiir alone ; but, if she has any 
generosity or gratitude, she will not betray 
a •secret which does not belong to her. 

I am^ftc 



LETTER XC. 

Ihtm tke §ame io the same, eia ike fartgo* 

mg subftcL 
IhtAm DAvoanrcRs, 

I hare inaistad ihe more particularly on 
this subject of courtship, because it may 
most readay happen to you at that early pe* 
nsd of hfa when you can here little e: 
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tience or kaowledgi; of the wor ld» w&en yoqr 
l»aa8ion9 tie warm, and your judgmento not 
arrived at such full maturity aa to 1m abl« 
to correct them. I wish you to pos^^M suck 
iiigh priaciples of honor aod generofity at 
wUL render you incapable of dec«iTiog» and 
at the same time to possess that acute dis- 
cernment, which may secure you ugaiost 
being deceived. 

Male coquetry is much more ioezciuable 
than female, as well as more peraiciouy ; but 
it is rare in this country* Very £&w men will 
give themselves the trouble to gain or retam 
any. woman's affections unless they have 
views in them either of an honorable or dis- 
honorable kind. Mea employed in the pur. 
tfuits of business, ambition, or pleasure, will 
not give themselves the trouble to engage a 
woman^s affections, merely from the vani^ 
of conquest, and of triumphing over the heart 
of an innocent and detenceuess girl. Be- 
sides, people never value much what is 
entirely in their power. A man of parts* 
sentiment, and address* if he lays aside all 
regard to truth auid humanity, may engage 
the hearts of fifty- women at um» same time , 
and mav likewise conduct his coquetry with 
so much art, as to put it out of the power of 
any of them to specify a single expression that 
could be said directly expressive of lov#. 
This ambiguity of bdiavior, this art of keep* 
m^ one in 8uspease,;is th^ great secret of co- 
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quetry in both aexes. It is the nunre cniel 
in Of, because we can cur^it tonriwt length 
we please, and continee it as long as we 
please, without ^our being se much at lib* 
erty ss to explain <jr expostulate : whereas 
we can break our chain» and force you to 
explain, whene? er we become impatient of 
«ar situation. 

A woman, in this country, may easily 
prerent the first impresuons of love, and 
erery motive ci prudence and delicacy 
ehould make her guard her heart against 
them, till such time as she has receiT^ the 
most conrincing proof of the attachment of 
a man of such merit as will Justify a recip- 
rocal regard. Your hearts indeed may be 
shut inmxibly and permanently against aU 
the merit a man can possess^ That may be 
your misfortune, but cannot be your fault. 
In such a situation, you woidd be equally 
unjust to yourself and to your lorer, if yo« 
gave him your hand, when your heart re- 
volted against him. But miserable will be 
your fate, if you allow an attachment to 
steal on joxl before you ere sure of a return ; 
or what is infinitely worse, where are want* 
ing those qualities which alone can ensure 
happiness in the married state. 

I know nothing that renders a woman 
more despicaUe than her thinking it essen- 
tial to hi^iness to be married ! Beeidee 
the cross ^indeUeacy of the sentiment, hie 
a fiuse one; as thousands of women have 
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«xp«ri6iiC6d. But if it was true, the belief 
that it was so, and the consequent imp»* 
tience to be married, is the most effectual 
way to prevent it. 

You must not think from this that I do 
not wish you to marry. On the contrary^ 
I am of opinion that you may attain a su- 
perifNT degree of happiness, in a married 
state, to what you peinaps may find in any 
other. I know the foiiom situation of an. 
old maid, the chagrin and peeTishness 
which are apt to infect their temper, and 
the great difficulty of making a transition 
with dignity and cheerfulneias, from the pe-* 
riod of youth, beauty, admiration, and re- 
spect, into the calm, silent, nnn<^ced re-> 
treat of declining years. 

I see some unmarried woman, of actiroy 
Ti^ous minds, and of great vivacity of 
spirits, degrading themselves; sometimes 
by entering into a dissipated course of lil« 
unsuitable to their years, and exposing 
themselves to the ridicule of the girls, who 
might have been Uieir grandchildren; some- 
times by oppressing their acquaintances bj 
impertinent intrusions into their ][uivate an 
ftits ; and sometimes by being the propagar 
tors of scandal and defamation. All this it 
owing to an exuberant activity of spiritSy 
which, if it had found employment at nom«# 
would hiive rendered them respectabU aal 
osefol maa^bun of society. 

12 
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I tea other women ia tlie same eituetion 

SeDtle, modest* blessed with sense, taste«. 
elicicj, and every milder feoiinine virtue, 
of the heart, but of weak spirits* bashful and 
timid ; I see such w<H&en ai&king into ob- 
scurity and insignificanee, and gradually 
losing every elegant accomplishment, for 
this evident reason, that they are not united 
to a partner who has sense, worth, and tasto* 
to know their value; one w(ko is able to 
draw forth their concealed qualities, and 
dhow them to advantage ; who ean ^ive that 
support to their feeble spirits which they 
stand 4n so much need of; and who by hit 
affection and tenderness, might make such » 
woman hap^py in extorting every talent, and 
accomplishing herself in every elegant uU 
that could contribute to his amusement. 

In short, I am of cnpinion, that a married 
state, if entered into nrom proper motives of 
esteem and afibction, will be the happiest 
for vourselves, make you most respectable 
in the eyes of the world, and the most use-! 
ful members of society. But I conliBSs I am 
not enough of a patriot to wi^ you to marry 
for the good of the public I wish you to 
marry for no other reason hut to make your* 
selves happier, and sincerely h<^ you will 
never relinquish the ease and iivdependencd 
of a single .life, to become the 8la:ves of a 
Cool or t^ant's caprice. 
. As these have alwan* been my istntiment^ 
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1 thall do you l>ut justice* when I wish you 
p such iiidepeiKlent circumstamces as may 
lay you under no temptation to do from ne« 
cesaity what you will never do from choice. 
This will Ukewise save you from that cruel 
mortification to a woman of spirit, the sujk 
piciop that a gentleman thinks he does you 
an honor or a faiEor, when he cisks you for 



his wife. 



I am, 4&e. 



LETTER XCI. 

jnrom a Father to his JDaugJUen, on Mat' 

riage. 

Dbah Daxjohtsrs, 

You may perhaps imagine, that the re* 
served behavior which I recommend to youi 
and your appearing seldom at public plaeesi 
laust cut on all opportunities of your being 
acquainted with gentlemen. I am very far 
from intending this ; I advise you to no re- 
serve but what will render you more re* 
spected and beloved by our sex. I do not 
think public places suited to make people 
acquainted together. They can only be dis- 
tii^yUished tnere by their looks ahd ester* 
nal behavior. But it is in private compa* 
nies alone where you can expect easy and 
figreeable conversation, which I shall never 
wish you to decline. If you dp npt allow 
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ftntlemen to become acquainted with jou'i 
yoQ can nerer expect to marry wtth attach* 
mentoB either aide. Love ia very seldom 
produced at first sight ; at least it most have, 
in that ease, a very unjustifiable foundation 
True bave is founded on esteem, in a corres* 
pondence of tastes and sentiments, aiid steals 
on the heart imperceptibly. 

There is one advice I shall leave yon, to 
which I beg your particular attention. Be- 
fore your auctions come to be in the least 
engaged to any man, examine yonr tempersy 
your tastes, and* your heaHs very severely; 
and settle in your own minds what are the 
requisites to your happiness in a married 
state; and as it is almost impossible that 
you should get every thing to your wish, 
come to a steady determination what you 
are to consider as essentifd ; and what may 
be sacrificed. 

If you have hearts disposed by nature for 
love and friendship, and possess those feel- 
incs which enable you to enter into all the 
refinements and delicacies of these attach- 
ments, consider well for your own sake, and 
as you value your future happiness, before 
yon give them any indulgence. If jrou have 
the misfortune (for a very great misfortune 
it commonly is to your sex) to have such a 
temper and such sentiments deeply rooted 
in you : if you have spirit and resolution to 
ftwut th« solicitations of vanitf the peiM« 
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evtioik of friend*, (you will hare loit tb« 
«riy friend that wotud noYw peneeiite yoa) 
•fid can flopport the prospect of the many 
iseonveniencei attending the state of an old 
maid, which I formerly pointed out ; then 
you may indulge yourself in that kind of 
sentimental reading and conyersation, which 
is most correspondent to your feeling. 

But if you find, on strict self exammation^ 
that marriage is ahsdutely essential to your 
happiness^ keep the secret invioliJ^ is 
your own bosoms for the reasons I formerly 
aaentioned) bnt shun, as you would th« 
most fatal poison, all that species of reading 
and oonTersation which warms the im* 
agination, which engages and softens th« 
heart, and raises the tastes aboTe the lerek 
of common life. If you do otherwise 
consider the terrible conflicts of passion 
which this may afterwards raise in your 
Inreasts. 

If this refinement once takes deep root 
HI your minds, and you do not) obey its die* 
tates, but marry from vulgar and mercenary 
views, you may never be able to eradicate it 
entirely ; and then it will embitter all your 
married days. Instead of meeting with 
sense, delicacy, tenderness, a lover, a friend* 
an equal companion, in a husband, you may 
he tired with insipidity and dullness; 
shocksii with indelicacy, of mortified with 
indifferenoe. You will find none to com* 
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yi Willi II, wr ewm undeygtMid your aafito*^ 
wee; for your busbaDds may not use ye« 
oruelly, and may give yoa as mach money 
fyt yoor clothes, personal expenses, and dcK> 
mestic necsssaries, as is suitaide to their 
fiMTtnnes; the world would therefore look 
upon you as unreasonable women, who did 
not deserve to be happy, if yon were not sow 
To avoid these complicated evila, if yea are 
determined at all eveniB to marry, I would 
advise you to make all your reading and 
amusements of such e kind as do not affect 
the heart, nor the imagintttion, except in th* 
WW of wit or humor. 

i have no view by these advices to lead 
your taste ; 1 only want to persuade you d 
(ike necessity of knowing your own minds^ 
which, thouffh seemingly very eaiy, is what 
your sex seldom attain on many important 
occasions in life, but particularly on this of 
which I am speaking. There is not a qual- 
ity I more anxiously wish yon to possess, 
than that coUected, decisive spirit which 
rests on itself, which enables yout to see 
where your true happiness lies, and to puiw 
sue it with the most determined resolution. 
In. matters of business, follow the advios 
%f those who know them better than yonr* 
■elves, and in whose integrity you can con*' 
fide ; but, in matters of taste, that depend 
Upon yodr own feelings, consult no one 
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i^iend whatever, but consult your own 
hearts. 

Whatever your views are in marrying, 
take every poaaible precaution to prevent 
their being disappointed. If fortune and 
the pleasures it brings ^ are your aim, it is 
not sufficient that the settlement of a joint- 
ure and children's provision be amply and 
properly secured ; it is necessary that you 
should enjoy the fortune during, your own 
life. The principal security you can have 
for this wiU -depend on your inarryin^ a 
good-natured generous man, who despises 
money, and who will let you live where 
you can beat enjoy that pleasure^ that ea^e* 
%nd parade of life, foir whieh you married 
Lim. 

I am* Ite. 
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LETTER XCII. 

The foUm/nng UUer on JriauUhip vhu 
written hy a gentlemmn latdy deeeaeedt 
andfinmd amonget hie panen 

Hm DxAm F&xxin>, 

k wii a strange notion of PtKhal, that 
he would nerer admit any man to a share of 
his ftlendship. Had that great man been a 
misanthrope, or an enemy to his fellow- 
creatures, I should not have been much sur- 
prised, but as his love to mankind extended 
as far as either his knowled^ or influence, 
it is necessary to consider his reasons for a 
conduct apparendf sostrange. Paschal had 
such elerated notions of &e Deity on the 
one hind* and so low an opinion of human 
nature on the other, that he thought, if he 
placed his affection on any created being, it 
would be a sort of insult to the Creator, and 
robbing him of that worship which was due 
to him alone. But wtuiterer were the ne- 
toons of that great man, yet then is suck a 
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thing as r^ iirwndihip, and then it also m 
n«ceadty for it. It is true, indeed^ that God 
ia our only friend, and that on him our afiec- 
tions ought principally Id be fixed. But 
those who are acquainted with human nature* 
well kaow that we are such a compoeition 
of flesh and spirit, that however we mi^ 
wish to keep up an intercourse with the 
Deity.,, yet our inelinatione are such, that we 
are more desirous of being c<HiTersant with 
those of our own species, to whom, at all 
tunes, we can be able to unbosom oursebres. 

Friendship is as old as the first ibrmati<m 
ef society, and' there is scarce one ancienc 
writer now extant, who has net said some- 
thing in ipraise of it. Of .this we have a fine 
example m the story of David and Jonathan* 
as recorded in the second book of SamueL 
hx the same sacred oracles we are told that 
lore is stronger than death, and even the 
great Redeemer of the world had a beloved 
disciple. 

The pious and ingenious Dr. Watts has 
finely described friendship in one of his 
poems, which I doubt not but you have 
lead. 

Friendship* thou charmer of the mind* 

Thou sweet deluding iU ; 
The brightest moments mortals find* 

And sharpest paint we ieeL 
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> Fate has divided all oiir shares, 

or pleasixre and of pain ; > ' 

- In lo?e the friendship and the eates. 
Am mizM atfd Join*d again. 

The same ingenioos author, in anoUMr plaee 

• Tis dangenMw to let loose ear lore 
BeneiSh the eterhal fair. 

Bat whaterer the wiss or leanied tuasf 
mji yet we know that man is a social being, 
tnd ooQseqtienfly has a capacity^ and eren a 
desire for friendship. Frienduiip is in its 
own nature so necessary, that I know not 
how a social bein^ can exist without it 
Are we by any providential occurrence rais^ 
ed from poverty to affluence, to whom can 
We communicate the delightful news but 
our friend ? on the other hand, we are redu^ 
ced from the highest pinnacle of jgrandeur 
to the most abjeet state of poverty, to whom 
eaa we look with consolation but Qod and 
ear firiend; indeed there is not one stats 
or condition in life, where friendship if 
not necessary. What wretched mortals 
would men be were they ttot endowed with 
so noble a principle I 

Friendship is of a veiy delicate nature, 
and either the happiness or miMry of both 
partisB may, in some sense, be said to depend 
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«• it^ FriencMiip u soniewhit like mar* 
nasByit is made for life, or as Gaiar aaid^ 
* The cUe is cast' Mrs. Rowe, in one of hor 
letters lo the Countess ci Hertford, says^ 
*• Wlien I contract a friendship it is for eter* 
ja.^ I ' her notions were always elevated, and 
tile chief basineas of her life seems to hat« 
been promoting the interest of her fellow* 
ffreatiues. Fnendship obliges the parties 
engaged to lay open their minds to eadi 
cither ; thare must not be any concealment. 
iWre is not an endearing attribute of the 
I>eit7, not an amiable quality in man, but 
what is' included in the word friendship. 
Benevolence, mercy* compassion^ Ate. i^e 
only parts of it 

From all this we may learn, that great care 
ou^t to be had in the choice of friends ; and 
should they unhappily betray the sacred 
Irust reposed in them, yet we ought not te 
pursue them wit|i unrelenting fury. 

In the course of my experience I remem* 
ber twoinstaneesef the breach of friendship* 
which were attended with very difierent 
effeetSk TwQipdnt&efflen Contracted a friend* 
fhip for each other* which lasted some 
years; at last one of tiiem unhappily reveid- 
ed a secret to his wife, who toli It to the 
wife of the other, im conseaueBce of wtaseli 
an nnhappy dimipn toek place in the fami- 
ly of the l^er. The injured person up- 
oraided his friend vdth ixifideli^» told mm 
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of the fiiUl «ff6cto occasioned by tkis impiw* 
dance ; but (tayt he) although I cannot b« 
yoar friend any longer, yet I will ner^ be 
your enemy. My heart wiU pity yon, whilst 
my hand ahall be open to reliere your neces* 
«ties. Soeh a deehration wa* coniistent 
with the pmdence of a man, and the piety 
of a Chri^ian : bat that of the other waa of 
a nature totally opposite, and in my optni4» 
truly diabolical. A difierenoe of a similar 
nature happened, attended with ^e like ci^« 
cumstances : bnt the injured person instead 
•f sympathizing with the weakness of his 
friend, pursued him with uninflenting cru» 
ehy, nor erer ceased till he had accomplirii- 
•d his ruin, and even triumphed over it 
You may mako what comments vou please ; 
I can only assure you that bou are facts. 
How different, ray friend, has our conduct 
to each ether been ; during these thirty years, 
no breach Ims vret happened ; and it seems 
as new this day as at the beginning. As 
this is ptebably the last letter you will eret 
see in my hand writing, accept of my sin- 
cere thanks for the many benefits I have 
receired from yonr faithful admonitions, 
and your beneroient consolations, and when 
wn meet in the regions of bliss, onr happi* 
Mss will then rsinain onintemijjted. 

I am youit sunearely 
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LETTER XCin. 

DXAA L. 

We haTe enjoyed many pleM&nt hours 
together in the intercooise of friends, end I 
trast that our companionship has not been 
•ttt(M:ether unprofitable to ourselves. Yet 
while enjo:^ing the pleasant seasons and 
pleasant things we have had together, I 
nave felt that our hearts, and our converss- 
tk>n have been too little turned to the great 
Author and Giver of all our blessings^ Upon 
me especially has been blame in this, pro- 
fessing as I do the name of Christ, and 
hoping for eternal haj^piness through him, I 
have not, my dear friend, sought, as much 
•s I ought, to lead your attention to the sub« 
)ect of your own personal salvation. If I 
eoul^ do any thing to bring you a fortune, 
or any ereat earthly good, you know that I 
would be willing to labor earnestly for it; 
how much more, ought I to be willing to 
labor earnestly for your soul, if by so doing 
I can hope to do you good in a matter infi- 
nitely more important than any earthly mat- 
ter can be 

Allow me then to urge upon you, kindly« 
but with all the earnestness of which I im 
capable, that you attond to the subject of 
migion. Toa believe that witheut a chanfe 
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oi* heart you must be forever miaerable after 
death, and ths^ you. are liable at any moinent 
to die thus ; now is it ^se, is it acting as 
reasonably and rationally ae we act in other 
things, when uuder such circnmstaneet ww 
lire on, day alter day and month after month 
without any serioes e^rt to become ieoo»- 
ciled lo God in the way he has provided f«r 
us. It eeems to me that the great reasoa 
that prevents many from attending to this 
subject is, that they will not tkmk about it 
at all. When we are enjoying the good 
things God has given v,3, and tm thousand 
little matters that go to make the happineii 
of this life are all without a drawback, is it 
.not strange that our heaits should not be 
turned in love to Him who has provided aU 
these things for us, and continue^ them te 
us, even when we have perhaps been loojg 
abusing them by doing what we know is 
wrong, and what He has forbidden. « It Is 
etranffe that we do thns; we can hardly 
feel that the worst of men could thus live 
towards another who had been constantly 
oonferring fiivors while thoee favws had 
been es constantly received with neglect 
and ingratiiude. 

Are you willing, dear L. to think of this 
•«k^eet,4ad to determine that you will make 
an %thTit end a mighty effort* to beciHne 19- 
•onoikd to Ood, through Jesus Christ Let 
«M mips 9Stt todo lihis AiHifiilly and (viree 
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Terin^y, and I beg you to read carefully 
the accompanying voliunQ, Baxter's Call to 
the Unconvjerted ; especially the directions 
M the-cfose of the book. You a^e fkmiliar 
with the Bible, and you remember the pro- 
mise, Seek and ye shall find. Now if you 
Mieve the word of God, you cannfit but be 
•Mured that if yoa seek earnestly and per* 
ieveringl^ for reconciliation to God> you 
ivill find it. 

There is one objection often felt to at* 
tempting a religious life> which I wish to 
notice ; it is, that in becoming religious we 
must giro up those things which we love to 
do, and do constantly those things which we 
dislike. Those who offer or feel this objec* 
tion forget that the yielding up ourselves to 
God is-a chang|e df heart, and that we should 
no longer desire to do those things which 
we before desired. Would ^ou not rejoice 
to have a desire to do only right. 

WiU you write me upon this subject ; I 
hope to learn from you that you will ^to 
earnest attention to the subject. Bekevt 
tee, that I AtU sincerely pray for you. 

Yours in friendship. 
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LETTER XCIV. 

jZb a fHend tm kU rtcontry from m dm^ 
g€90V9 Jllne»». 

Iheoi Sol, 

Qire me les?e to mingle my joy witk 
that of all your friende and relations, in the 
reeoyery of year heidth« and to join with 
them to bloM God for continuing to 70W 
nnmerous well wishert , the benefit of your 
uaeftil and yaloable life. That he may 
long preserve you in health, and prosper 
ail your undertakings, fbr the good of your 
worthy family, and the pleasure of all your 
friends and ^tcquaintance, a the faear^ 
prayer of, sir, 

Your feithM friend and humble 



LETTER XCV.* 

JIu Anrnver to the Preceding* 

DxAJi Sib, 

I give you many thanks for your kind 
Goncratulatious. My return of health will 
be tne ^eater pleasure to me, if I can con- 
tribute in any measure to the happinesi of 
my good friends, and particularly to that 
of you and yours ; for I assure you, sir, thai 
Aobody can be, more than I am. 
Tour obliged hiuable 
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LETTER XCVI. 

tir^m a Toung Oentleman to Ut t^ffUetal 

Friend. 

I cannot fail, my dear Harry» most aen- 
jlbly to feel the looa you have auatained 
in the death of a good and indulgent h^ 
ther. It pieroee me to the heart: ^r I 
^ow how great was your affection for nim» 
and how feelingly you must bemoan hia 
lota. I will call uoon you to-morrow, and 
we will cry togetner; for, as we always 
fnutually enjoyed our sports, why should 
we be separated an our grieft. They teU 
me you do not cry, but sit in gloomy si- 
lence. I do not like that ; for I have some- 
where read, that tears ease the heart, and 
open a pas^e for the anguish of the souL 
That Heaven may^vejou patience under 
this terrible calamity, is the most fervent 
prayer of 

Your disconsolate friend. 



LETTER XCVII. 

Answer to the preceding, 

I know of nothing in thif world but a 
letter from my dear Billy, that could have 
•0 soon awakened me frm the deep and 
mtlenoboly gtwMP with whioh I ^M over- 

13 
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whelmed. Yoor letter foroed from mj 
eyei a flood of teersy end eince that, mj 
l^eait is much easier. Am I not wicked ia 
tiins repining at my hard fat^, when it is 
vndoabtedly the work, the pleasure of that 

Seat Being, to whose will, my dear faUier 
ts often told me, we ought at all times tn 
sabmit? Others, perhaps better' childreii 
than myself, have ezpeiienced the like 
less, and more mist sabmit to the same 
dreadful misftnrtune. My poor mamma is 
almost distracted, and my grief I percei^v 
tdds to hers. I will therefore, endearer 
to conceal it Let me see you to-day or 
to-morrow at farthest, Which is all I Ctti 

nat present, but— what a fsither hxr^ 
ostl 



LETTER XCVin. 

Tb a friend cm a Breach ofPremut 

Sn, 

Tou may remember when I lent yon the 
sum of $50, that you i>ositiTely assmred me 
you would repay me in tiuee months-«on 
that account I ventured to let you have the 
money, which I intended for my landlord; 
it has now been eome weeks since the ex« 
piration of the time, and I hare neither 
seen nor hesrd fr<An yen. As I have been 
riAtgr nyielf ef (i bteaeh ^ pioiDiie, owinf 
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to youra, you will exceedingly oblige me, 
by settling it at eoon. as possible. 

I em, sir, 
Yoor very homUe semiit* 



LETTER XCIX. 
T7te jinnoer, 

I am exceedingly sorry that tqut good 
nattfre should svifier by my misfortuae; I 
had eyery reason to think I should be able 
to fulfil my promise, but I am now deter- 
mined to (surrender all that I am woftb, and 
as far as my stock will permit, give every 
creditor satisfaction. I am, sir. 

Your distressed friend, Am^ 



LETTER C. 

JPirom a son-in-law in JVew York, to.hkfih 
ther-in-lau> in Boston, 

IIXAll Si&, 

I received your last, dated the l$th in- 
stant, with mwm pleasure, as some time has 
elapsed since the receipt of your preeedinff 
epistle. We rejoice to hear that you and 
the family are well ; nothing can be more 
gratifying,. t»eing at such a distanoerfirom 
you,— fatienoe, ftqd we, may shortljr bm^ 
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I eonta, the bare idea of «acb a happineak 
yielda me inexpaeasiUe Goatent 

My dear Suaan and I jog on aa usual ; I 
moke, ake raada,r^i read, ahe works ; now 
and then we have two or three agreeable 
Tiaitera^ chiefly diyines ; we promenade, in 
^ort, we amuae ^urselvea very sociably; 
yeaterday I took her over — — , a long 
journey for her; but the proapect repays 
the labor of climbing such an eminence. 
Which 10 a difficult, a steep ascent ; '* the 
•tM are peril, toil, and care." 

Our beat compliments to all friends, and 
dMok Mr. Cotton and Mr. Elton for theif 
kiftd TMBembrancea, end believe me to be. 

Dear sir. 
Tour affectionate ton 



LETTER CI. 

Colonel StedMan to hu ion, 

Mv DsjLR JoHir, 

Aa the last good I can do for you in thia 
world, I now join to the trifles I leave you, 
these few lines, and which I beg of you 
often to read fyt his aidce, who ever lov^ed 

Sal ae tenderly. Above all things, fear 
id aa the Su^me A«t9M)r of m good ; 
Uf9% him in your sbol, a»l be rriigiotM ; but 
toiet aivwy (f netnr^ <»f hypoer&y. 
^N;avd yow MiglAor^ &A la, iB man. 
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' Innd, and of whatever nation, profession, or 
faith, while they are honest — and be ever so 
thyself; it is the best policy in the end, di^ 
^end upon it 

, Guard against idleness ; it Is the root of 
every misery, to which bad company giv^ 
the finishing stroke. ^ 

Lave ecoikomy without avarice, and be 
eveir thyself thy best friend. 

fly from the excesses of debauchery ; 
the;y will rot thy body, and be a canker in 
thy mind. To keep both sound, my dear, 
be never behindhanawith thy correspondent, 
with thy creditor, with thy daily occupa^ 
tionS| or with thy conscience, and thy soul 
^all ehjoy peace. 

^ By usang air, exercise, diet, and recrea* 
tion, thy Dody shall possess health axul 

i)ear John, should fortune Arown, which, 
depend on it, she sometimes will, then look 
around on thousands more wretched thaa 
^yself» and who, perha]^8, did less deserve 
to be so, and be content Content is better 
than fine gold. 

Wish not for death. It is sin ; but scom 
to fear it, and be prepared to meet it every 
hour, since come it must, while the good 
mind smiles at its sting, and defies its point. 
Beware of passion and cruelty ; but rejoice 
in being good natured, not oiUy to man, but 
to the meanest insect; that is, to the whole 
ereation without exception ; detest hurting 
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them but for thy food or thy defence. To 
be crael is the portion of the co'.yard, while 
brftTery and humanity go hand in band, and 
please God. Obey wiu temper, and even 
pleasure, those set over thee ; since without 
snowing how to be obedient none know how 
to command, 

Now, my dear boy, love Mrs. Stedman 
and her little children from the heart, if 
ever you had a real love for your dear la- 
ther, who requests it of you. She has most 
tenderly proved a help to thy infant state; 
and while thou art a brother to her helpless 
little ones, prove thyself, also, a parent and 
a guardikui, by a constant kindness, and « 
proper conduct. Let that good sense With 
which heaven has been pleased to befriend 
thee, promote peace and harmony in thy 
dear family ; then shall the blessing of Al* 
mighty God overspread you and ttem, and 
we, together with your beloved mother, my 
dear Johanna, have a chance once more to 
, meet, where, in the presence of onr heav- 
enly Benefactor, our joy and happiness shall 
be eternal and complete ; whicn is the ar- 
dent wish, the sincere prayer, the only hope 
of your once loving father, thy tender pa- 
rent, who, my dear child, when you read 
this, shall be no more, and rests with an af- 
fectionate heart to all eternity. 

Yours affectionate^. 

P. S Let not your grief for my decease 
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orerecnne you ; let your t«an flow^ my dtat» 
with maoiy moderation, and trust that I am 
luppy. 



LETTER CII. 

J^om a gentleman to his son, whate con- 
duct displeased Jmn, 

I am truly grieved to find that all ni\y 
remonstrances have been thi^owa away upon 
you, and that the advice I have given to 
you, which originated solely from the tender 
affection t bear toward you, continues to be 
treated with contempt. It th^efore be- 
comes my solemn, though melancholy duty, 
to act with determination. I am resolved 
to do so, and no entreaties shall prevent 
11^ from resorting to every mode of punish- 
ment remaining in my power, unless yott 
m£^ an inmiediate reformation in your 
conduct. 

In pursuance of this plan, I have given 
my bankers a positive order never to ad- 
vance you a single shilling on my account ; 
and when your money is gone, young mm» 
you will also then discover your real mends, 
though I greatly fear you har« not one in 
the universe, with the exoeption of your 
injured and insulted father, who is even y«c 
ttudous to save you firoia Utter destnictioii 
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I bat« <Hilj 10 tdd, ttiftt thovld roa wtSLl 
cmtiinie to penMt in your present difcaiieli* 
ed line of conduct, I will forever clote mj 
doon against you, and never ezehang* 
either a letter or a syllable with yon whikt 
I live. 

Think, young man, I most earnestly coa 
jure you, upon what I have said, before f" 
IS too late, and fly to the arms of your af 
flicted father, vrhile they are yet extendeit 
to receive you. 
I remain. 

Your well wisher. 



tfiTTER cm. 

Sn, 

For I dare not address yov by the ten* 
d«r appellation of father; my cheeks bwa 
with shame and sorrow whilst I am writing 
to you. Your justly merited and truly se« 
rere letter, though blended vtiih parental 
mercy, has at length opened my eyes to a 
proper view of the enormity of my conduct, 
and the amazing in^^titude I hav« exhibi- 
ted towards you, <me of the best of parents. 
Indeed, sir, I can hardly believe that yovf 
tender affection for your unworthy son, can 
•ver i nduce you cordially to pardon sad#- 
pt«v«d a orsatura as I am. 
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fielieve me, sir» I am sensible of my padt 
feUy, of my unkind treatment ef yofucself^ 
and of your nndeserved sffe<^on. Fardoa 
me what I have done, and be assured' that» 
from this moment, I will foFcver quit those 
e?jl, debauched paths, in which I too long 
usfortunately strayed ; and by the constant 
propriety of my future behavior, endeavor 
to deserve your proffered clemeDcy, and to 
re^n that portion of your love which I 
certaii^y deserve to lose forever. 

You tell me, sir, that your arms are still 
open to receive me ; I shall fly to them with 
tne hope, that. when your guilty though 
penitent son, is folded to your heart, you 
will then seal his pardon for the past, and 
again permit -him to ^call you his beloved 
lather. 

Your unhappy, though repentaut son. 



LETTER CIV. 

J^om a GentUman m JSTew-Tork to hus 
friend in the country. 

BxAR Sir, 

I am extremely feariul that you con- 
sider me neglectful of your very handsome 
letter and kind present. In th&t letter ycMi 
state that ''.a servant will call for a reply/- 
— a ceply his remtttied on my de^ evmr 
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I prttume you are by this time tbo«t to 

mturn to town, and ready to enter upon the 

Tocitiona of the winter, I trust with health 

\ nd spirits. Mrs. Plane, too, I hope, parti* 

sipates wUh yo« in both. 

AHow me to repeat my erateful thanks 
for your kind attention, and be assvred that 
it will afibrd me much pleasure in bein^ 
honored with your friendship. 

My family are still out of town, and I be- 
lieve will be so till next month ; after thai 
period, when we get e little settled, I hope 
to have the pleasure of seeing you uid Mis^ 
nane. 

And believe me to be, dear sir. 

Yours, very sinceraly 



LETTER CV. 

.Fhm> an elderly gentleman to Ms 
as a testimomal. 

Dear George, 

I am sorry to hear the Albion had sailod 
before you arrived at Plymouth, and conse- 
quently, that you were disappointed of a 
situation on board that ship. I trust, how* 
ever, it will not be lone before som^bing. 
else equally desirable, will be procured for 
you. Tbe education you have received 
(;(iitiifies you to make yourself useful in most 
situations, and I am inclined to think yuw 
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not going to Cambridge may prove ah ad« 
vantage to you. 

The expenses of an University edacft- 
tion have now become io very ^;reat, and 
there is so little chance of obtaining pre- 
ferment without powerful interest, that I 
think your friends have done very wisely 
in sending you out into the world, and le^ 
ting ^ou seek your fortune by yol^r own 
exertions. 

Should it please God to preserve your 
life, your success will, under the Divine 
Providence, in a great measure, depend 
upon your own good conduct; and youmay« 
if you behave in the manner I flatter my 
self ^ou will, look forward to the time when 
it will be in your power to act as a father 
'to your little brothers and. sisters, and to 
return to your parents those numberless 
ol^i§|ations they have conferred upon you ; 
notiiing, I am sure, would give you greater 
satisfaction. 

Should any opportunity occur in w^ch I 
can be of service to you, I shall embrace ik 
it with pleasure. 

vfTishing you every success, 

I am, your sincere friend. 
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LETTER CVI. 

^Wwi a genilemoH to hiMfrimdt deehmimg 
an inmtatum. 

Mt DEAm Sm> 

Indispensable biMineM will Uke me 
from home for kna ot five days, consequMit- 
ly I am obliged most reiuctan^y to dedzne 
your polite inritation lor Satards,y next 

MrS; Johnstone unites with me in aJRec- 
tionate reipard to yoorwife. In great haste^ 
but with great truth, I hare the pleasure to 
sabscribe myself, 

Your Mncere friend. 



LETTER CVU. 

From a person wUhmg to obimm H tUmm^ 
tion in mpubUc ^ffiice, 

Snt, 

It is with mat reluctance, I assure 
you, that I take the liberty of addressing 3f oit 
without the necessary letter of introducnon 
generally expected on such an occasion; 
but |>ermit me to state, that a few weeks 
since I received a letter from Mr. Foster, 
of Boston, which I trust will supply that 
dehciency. 

• My circumstances, sir, hare been for 
•ome years veiy precarious, and I find my 
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iMidth im^red by protracted ttmiflffty, vod. 
frequent difficiiltiee; and my present sitna^ 
tion being truly trying, I have preenmed to 
■elicit yottf kind condeeeeneion, to f^rant 
ttie a letter to one of the gentlemen, diree« 
tors of --*— , for some situation in their ser* 
yice; shoidd the emolument be ever to 
trifling, provided the situation be perma^ 
nent, it would be of the utmost servioe^ 
and afford me that peace of mind I so ar* 
dently craro. 

My education has been liberal, and I can 
procure most respeetable testimcmial* ae to 
character. * 

Entreating your favorable comidenitiiA 
of my letter, 

I remain, sir. 

With respeet, ymvi. 



LETTER CVill. 

jn-tm a geniUman abroadt io hit wife in 

•America. 

Mt BCiiOVSD Jawx* 

Ever anxious to correspond with you, I 
most pleasurably embraoe an opj|>ortaBity 
which now present! itself of sendmg you a 
letter. 

Every tiling goes on with me as agreea- 
bly and as prosperous as I can reasonably 
«zpect; the only trouble I have is that oi 
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being •faMBt from yoa» wbc— charming io- 
cietj aad tender endeennente, neither time 
nor poMMoion cea render me willing to 
relinqnith even for one moment. No« my 
dear wife, Relieve me, each year which ha^ 
^apaed aince the eolemn ritea of r^igion 
conaeorated na to each other, haa only con* 
tributed to render me atill more aenaible of 
the treaaore I then ^ned^ and of my own 
eocqniaite happineaa in havmg anch a friend 
and anch a wile, for whom nothing can ever 
diminiah my love. 

A few montha, I tioat, vriU teatore me ta 
your dear anna, never again to be torn from 
them, having nearly eonpleted the arrange- 
moita necearary to be made reapecting my 
pr<^f>erty in thia diatant part of the world. 
Be aaamred, the fond idea of again aeeing 
yon, urgea me to uae all poaaible expedition 
in the tranaaetion of bosinesB. 

Be careful, my beloved, of yotor health ; 
remember that yonr Henry'a life and hap- 
pinesa depend on yours. With which it » 
too doa^y connected to adotiit of anv sep* 
aration. Render my kindest remembrance 
to all our mutual frienda, and preaerve the 
image of him who ad^ma you, in yoor 
"^ irt 

I am, my dear Jane, 
Tour a&ctionate and faithful husband. 
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LETTER CIX. 
Afuwer, 

Mt sear Hskrt, 

To ceeeivB a letter from yon, ever eoA* 
vseyed the puredt feeling of unaiflfected hap- 
pineas to n^ bosom, even when onlTsepara- 
ted for a single day; you may* uerefore, 
easily imagine how gratified I was to hear. 
Crom you, when, for the first time since our 
happy union, we are so widely •apart Be- 
lieve me, my Henry, that during the period 
of your aissenoe, I cannot partake of any real 
enjoyment, because all 1 do is alloyed by the 
knowledge that my heart's beloved cannot 
enjoy it with me. 

My whole employment now is to look for* 
ward to thai happy hour when we shall bei 
re-united, in doing which I draw the most 
delightful scenes of future bliss. 

Indeed, my affectionate, my dear husband, 
I can never sufficiently express, even by the 
utmost tenderness, the high and sratef^i 
sense I entertain of your unwearied kind- ' 
BesiL and constant love to me Were I to 
live an age, and each moment of my life 
devoted to your service, it would not suffice. 
I sincerely hope that your business will 
soon perout you to return to the affectionate 
arms of your anxious wife ; for I feel per-^ 
ieotly assured, that nothing bat the most 
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urgent business will possess the power of 
detaining you one moment from the society 
of her who lives but in the enjoyment of 
yoor smiles. 

The kind caution you gftve me of being 
careful of my health, I must retort upon 
yea. For, my beloved Henry, were I to loee 
you, death, by taking me, would prevent 
you fW»i r^ipoeing in a solitary grave. No» 
my dearest husband, it would not be poe- 
sible for me to eurvive your lees. Witk 
millions of kisses, and at many afibctionato' 
blessings, 

I am, my dear husband. 

Your own devoted wife 



LETTER ex. 

jp^mn a young man to afiieud^ to borrow 

Money. 

Dbas Wnx, 

What a oity it is that language should be 
so much abused, that common sober prose 
is very little regarded; but that what is 
leaUy meant requires to be printed in italics 
or in poetiy. The every dav intercourse of 
life passes along like an unbroken, unvary- 
ing^ page of prose, with no spot to stand out 
as it were a relief to life's scKeol boy mono- 
tony. How many people there are, deat 
Will« who go through li£B .in this wiqr» 
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Buddng it liks & b^ book upon some ab« 
ftnue subject, carrying one from title pagie 
to finis without a page of poetry or a pat- 
■ige of italics in the whole of it. 

It is not so with us you know^ w^ haT« 
read many a page of life's poetry together, 
under clearidiies and bright sunshine; and 
we can recall many a passage of life» more 
or less brief, that is imprinted on our memo- 
ries in italict. 

Now, Will, I like this; these spots are aa 
if, when we were at school, after wandering 
through page after page of metaphysics, till 
the free wrought sympathies that link heart 
to heart had become as weak and powerless 
las good resolutions are in the days of our 
teens, — as if then we had come at once and 
DT surprise to a page of Wordsworth or 
Cfami^beil or Gray, mixed with the meta* 
physics. Wouldn''t it liare given a new 
impulse .to the blood in our veins. The 
fact is, we allow the prose of life to occupy 
perhaps too much of it, and to bring up Ine 
finer feelings of the heart ; it is only when 
misfortunes comes, and when we are called 
to sympathize and relieve the trials of our 
good friends, that the poetry of the heart so 
long Tpfcnt up gushes forth, and that another 
passage is printed in italics. 

Now, dear Will, I have known cases 
where good feelings had become so choked 
vp in the heart ti^at there seemed nothing 

14 
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of it left. I do not believe this is so with 
you; I doubt not the poetry of your heurt 
would gush out at the first touch. 

Shall I prove it? how easy to do it; I 
want thirty dgUan: send it» Will, and if 
you have any scruples, remember the day* 
of old, and believe I will pay it to yon in 
a week. 

Youra truly. 

P. S. — ^Remember that what is 
hm to be put in italic$. 



LETTER CXI. 
neJintwer, 

0BAA Jim, 
The &ct is, that the poetrjr of lilb and tht 
iUUict of the heart are entirely too etheriaL 
in their natures to be associ:a^ed with tii^ 
dross of dollars and cents. I so you the 
poetry and the italics, to the full extent; 
but I cannot consent to alloy the fine drawn 
sympathies and feeling of friendship by 
winging it in contact with so common-plactt 
a matter as money. 

Nor can I, dear Jim, when I remember 
the days of old, believe it would be paid t3 
me in a week. 

Yours truly 
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"LETTER CXII. 

A^Mi a Otnilenntn to hi$ f)riendy hehtg on 
J^logyfor haomg disajppointed him, 

August 3d, 18— ^ 
Sir — ^I have sincerely to apologize to you 
for not returning according to my pronuset 
but haying met with a gentleman who has 
juflt returned from Italy, I was induced to 
make some inquiries. co|iceming his route 
and adventures, when, to my surprise, I 
found that he had been intimately acquaint- 
ed with my son,, who, you are aware, has 
been, for some time, studying painting in 
that fertile region of the arts. 

Allured by his conversation, and particu- 
larly with his relation of several agreeable 
adventures he had had, in comi}any with 
my son, the hours glided away so impercep- 
tibly, that it was midnight befcnre I had the 
least recollection of my engagement with 
you. Begging that you and Mrs. Cleveland 
will accept my cordial assurances of esteem 
and respect, 

I am, dear sir. 
Yours, with the greatest respect 
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LETTER CXin. 
CongratulaHng a friend on hetmarrimge. 

BT JAHS TATXiOR. 
Mt 9CA& FkiEND, 

In compliance with your kind wish, aa 
vnUl as to gratify my own inclinations, I 
take up the pen to address a line to yon. 
Circumstances which I need not explain* 
have obliged me to defer writing till it It 
nearly time to dispatch my letter; so that 
I am under the necessity of sending yoii an 
epistle very inadequate to the occapion. At 
a future time I shall hope to converse with 
you at leisure; now I must offer you my 
congratulations with nearly as much brevitar 
as you conveyed your kind adieu; though 
not with less sincerity and affection. 

In this sorrowful world the tones of ioy 
and congratulation are so seldom heard, that 
one is almost startled by the sound; hot 
they acquire additional sweetness from the 
contrast: — it is truly refreshing to me to 
turn from various causes of pain and anx* 
iety, to think of my dear L. and contemplate 
her fair prospects. For though I have lived 
too lon^ m this changing world to imagine 
they will never be clouded; yet there is 
surely every reason to hope that with the 
ri^ht views and moderated expectation* 
with which you enter your new career, as 
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lam a ]portien of temponl happinest will 
enliven it as can be desired by tboee who 
are looking forward toward a better inheri- 
tance. May the blessing^ of bearen re«t 
vpon you, m^ dear firiend, in your new con- 
nexion ! — it 18 my sincere and earnest pray- 
er for you. 

Every day I live convinces me more and 
more, of the folly and uselessness of forming 
any defined wishes for earthly happiness 
either for myself or others that are dear to 
ne ; nothing will do but tesigning all to tht 
disposal of Him who not only knows, but 
does what is best for us. To Him I know 
you have committed all the events of your 
jbture life; and in this cheerful dependent* 
^u must be safe iemd happy. 



LETTER CXIV, 

4^^001 a y&ung merchant to an aged gentle^ 
fnan formerly of the same prqfeiHon, bftU 
n&U) retired from hurineee^ 

HoiroBXD Sim, 

Your generosity in sending me instruc 
lions during my apprenticeship, will ever 
remain a lasting proof of that innate good- 
ness, for which you have long been justly cel- 
ebrated, and likewise encourages me to trou- 
ble you for advice how to conduct myself. 
Ml as to support my credit in the world, now 
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I am entered upon boaixiees. Your long 
and ezteneive knowledge of mercantile 
afl&irs, gives a sanction to every thing you 
•ay, and your goodness of heart encourages 
the unexperienced to address themselves to 
you with cheerfulness. I have been now 
about two years in b^iness, and although 
my success has been equal to my expecta- 
tions* yet there are such a variety of failures 
daily in this city that I am every day Uiink- 
ing my own name may be that week in tiie 
jgazette. I should not be much surprised, 
were all to become bankrupts who aire of 
abandoned characters, as I do not see how 
any thing less can be expected. You know* 
sir, that assiduity and regularity are quali- 
fications indispensably necessary to the mer* 
chant, so that it must appear morally impos- 
sible for tiie man to prosper in trade, whoea 
time is spent in dissipation and idleness, if 
not (which too often nappens) in debauche- 
ry. When I hear of such failing in their 
payments, I am no ways surprised; but 
when great numbert apparentiy in affluent 
circumstances, and the fairest characters 
dailjr fail, I am justly alarmed ; and my fears 
eontinue to increase in proportion to their 
numbers. 

I would not choose to judge rashly, much 
less uncharitably of any man ; although I must 
confess I am very much shocked when I hear 
that a commission of bankrairtey is awatded 
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agttinst one supposed worth thouMUdds, and 
not sufficient left to. pay five shillings in the 
pM>und. I am filled with horror on account 
of my own situation, and led to believe, that 
there is a latent curse attending mercantile 
affidrs, which the greatest prudence Can nei* 
Iber foresee nor prevent. I am sensible that' 
the person to whom I am writing, knows the 
above to be true. Your long acquaintance 
with the fluctuating state of merchandize, 
procures respect, and gives a sanction to 
every thing you say ; but as far as I am able 
to learn, those failings in the mercantile 
world, are more frequent now, than when 
you was engaged in trade. I am not ambi- 
tious of acquiring riches, my whole desire is 
to obtain a peaceable possession of the com* 
forts of life, to do justice to every one with' 
whom I have any dealings, and tto live and 
die an honest man. Siicfa, sir, is the plan I 
have laid down for my future conduct in 
life ; but alas it will require the assiBtance 
of all my friends, to enable me to execute 
my design with a becoming {Hropriety. Let 
me therefore beg yous advice on an affair ctf 
so much importance ; and whatever you die- 
tate, shall be the invariable rule of my coa^ 
duct, whilst the thanks of a grateful heart 
shall be continually returned for so benevo* 
lent an action I am, sir, ke» 
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LETTER CXV. 

Sot* 

If I can form any jadgement of tha ia<« 
l^;ritj of your actions, and thapority of yomr 
intentiona» from the contents of the letter 
now before me, I should not heeitate one 
moment in declaring that it ia almost impoe« 
aihle that your name vnll ever i^pear in ^e 
gazette, under the disagreeable circumstan* 
ces you have mentioned; fbr how i» it |>o»-' 
sible to suppose that the man who keeps a 
regular aceount of his proceedings, hw loss 
an^ gain, should not know whether his cir* 
camstances are affluent or distressed, and 
whatever you may think of those merchants 
who have often failed, although feputed 
affluent, yet if you had attended to their ex- 
amination before the commissioners, I be- 
lieve you would have great reason to alter 
your opinion. I speak concerning bank- 
ruptcies in general, for there are some 
unforeseen accidents, which even the great- 
est prudence cannot prevent But these are 
extraordinary cases, vad s^dom happen. If 
yon examine minutely into the 9^ '- '^those 
causes which genenilly occasion ^-.-a « •» 
cies, you will find them arising from sou. • 
^ling with which you are still unacquainted. 
1 ehail endeavor to point out a fsw, and tub 
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mit to your own judoment whethw I am 
' Jim9taken or not. And the first, is generally 
M earel«8s attention to busineas^ the not 
keeping regular aeconnta» and a more ear- 
^ jieat desire after public entertainments, than 
, aasiduity to buainess on the 'change. Mer- 
.cantile affairs require a clear and sc^id judg* 
xnent, and it is morally impossible for that 
. man to prosper in trade whose minA is con- 
tinually engaged in the pursuit of things 
foreign to, and wholly unconnected with 
that station in which Providenoe has phiced 
him» It is a contradiction, in terms. Assi- 
duity always procures the many failures bi 
'^e mercantile world, is the vanity <tf those 
in trade living above their circumstances. 
This vice is at present so predominant among 
the citizens, and its consequence so £ital, 
toat one would almost imagine the people 
were laboring under some penal infatuation. 
Formerly the citizens of London were dis- 
tinguished in a peculiar manner for dielr 
gravity ; the 'change and the custom' house 
were the only places frequented when ^ey 
went from home. But now the face of 
afiairs is changed, and those places where 
their predecessors gained fortunes, are con* 
•idered too low and vulgar for them to be 
4een at. Nay, so far have they carrted their 
extravagancy, that all distinctions are in a 
manner oonfouoded, and the wife of a trades- 
caaa ia haidly known from the lady ^ef apeer 
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[on, «xtra7aiganee sad debattcbdry, 
bavetakMk the place of activity, ^udenoe 
and frugality : that instead of acquiring in- 
dependmt fortunes, and retiring from btui- 
Aess with credit and honor in tiieir adTaneed 
years, we first see their names in the gasette, 
and the remainder of their lives is Mdier 
•pent in a prison, or they are left to stmgsle 
tuoogh the world without credit under Uie 
odious appellation of a bankrupt The last 
cause I would mention is naturally the efleet 
of the others ; it is a desperate attempt to 
repair a broken fortune by engaging too 
deeply at gaming in the Ally. 

This practice has been attended witii such 
pernicious consequences, that the children 
unborn will become real sufferers through 
the madness of their infatuated parents. 
When those who hare watted their sub- 
stance in riotous living, are awakened by a 
feeling sense, of their approaching shame 
and misery, they genenuly muster np all 
they can procure, and at one stroke venture 
it all in the Ally, where if one is success- 
iul, most commonly twenty are ruined. 
What I have now told you is the result of 
lonff enerience and I doubt not but you 
wiu find too flaring proefii of it It now re- 
mains that I should in compliance with your 
request, point out some rules to be observed^ 
tn order to carry on business, both witti 
credit, honor and profit Batlknow^tM 
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matbnd more proper than to act diametri* 
cally opposite to tne conduct of those aliea* 
dy mentioned. 

Learn to be wise hj other's hann» 
And yott shall do nill well. 

Never leave that undone tiH to-motrow 
that can be performed to-day. 

Never trust that to either a friend or a 
servant which can be done by youlrsel!. 

Keep an account of every day's expense^ 
and once at least every week compare your 
debt with your credit. 

Be not over anxious in acquiring riches. 
Trade • is solid, but slow ; and experience 
has long since convinced me, that those who 
are over hasty in acquiring riches, most com- 
monly fail in their tempts, and soon dis- 
cover themselves real beggars. But above 
all, remember, that * in vain do we rise soon 
or sit up late, unless our labors are crowned 
with divine blessing.' I leave these things 
to your consideration, and am, your w& 
wisher, Ibc. 






FEMALE INGENUITY. 

A young, lady, newly married, beinff obli* 
1^ to show to her husband all the letteni 
she wrote, tent the following td an intinal* 
friend. 



C( 



I cannot he satisfied, my dearest tnend^ 
blest as I am in the matrimonial state, 
unless I pour into your &iendly bosoiB» 
which has ever been in unison with miiie» 
the various sensations which swell 
with the liveliest emotions of pleamire^ 
' my ahmHit bursting heart. I tell you iny dear 
husband is the most amiable of meAu 
I have now been married seven weeks, and 
have never found the least reason to 
repent the day that joined us. My husband is 
in person and manners far from resembling 
ugly, cross, old, disagreeable, and jealous 
monsters, who think by confining to secure ; 
a wife, it is his maxim to treat, a» % 
bosom friend and confidant, and not as a 
plaything or menial slave, the woman 
eh(««n to be his companion. Neither party. 
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he says, should always obey implicitly; 
but each yield to the other by turns. 
An ancient maiden aunt, near seventy, 
a cheerluli yefierable^ and pleasant ol4^ lady, 
lives in the house with us-^he is the de«' 
light of both young and old; she is ci- 
vu to all tibe neighborhood aromid, 
gimeroiis and charitable to the poor^ 
I believe my husband loves nothing more 
than he does me; he flatters me morei 
than the glass, and his intoxication 
(for so I must call the excesses of his love») 
often makes me blush for the unworthiness 
of its' object, and wish to be more deserving 
of the man whose name I beer. To 
•ay all in one word, my dear — —— , and to 
crown the whole, my former gallant \ovet 
is now my indulgent husband, my fondness 
is returned, and I mi^ht have had 
a^Pfinoe, witlMut the felicity I find in 
him; Adieu ; may you be as blest as I am an- 
Mm to wish that I could be mora 
happy. 

tJKf* I%e 1% fef Ae oSom Letter i§ to read 
^Jiret and Aen every aUemate litu on^. 
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CARDS W JOMPLIMENT, 

Mas. Mart YKHiroir prMents her eom- 
plim«iit8 to Miss Aldridge, and lequetts tiba 
noDor of her company to m tea-ptxtgry oa 
Wednesday evening. 

Tuegdaynotm* 

Miss Aldridge presesta her remete to 
Mrs. Mary Vernon, and aceepts her hind !&• 
▼itation with pleasure, 

9 WeMimiiuter^treet. 
7\tetday-iUHm, 



Aldridge preeento h«r retqpecto to 

Mrs. Maiy Vemon, and re^ppets th& ft pro«> 
enngement prevento her aoc^tonce of her 
poute invitation. 

Miss Dudley's regards to Mrs. Windsor* 
and will be obliged by her company to din- 
ner on Tuesday next, at three o'clock. 

Mrs. Windsor^ compliments to Miss 
Dudley, and is sorry that a pre-engaoement 
for Tuesday next, compds her to decline 
her veiy polite invitation 



=< 
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I. Wisdaor fjtawnto lier retpectftil eoin* 
plimetKts to Mitt Dti^ey, uid wUl do her- 
M^ the honor of wtitiiig qjk>b her at the 
^pointed tijOM. 

The Rev. Mr. Hoggart presents his re- 
•pects to Mrv Fletcher, aikd shall feel greatly 
obliged if Mr. F. will take his dut^ at St 
JaaaobBs* oa Sunday next, huainess of import 
anoe^caUing Blr. H. from town. 

The Key. Mr. Fletcher's compliments to 
Kr. Hoggart, and feeU happv in having the 
power to oblige him on Sunday next 

The Rev. Mr. fij^tcher Is extremely sorry 
it is not in his power to oblige Mr. Hoggart« 
being obliged to officiate at St. Bride? on 
^Sunday morning next 

lifo. Wilson presents his complilnents to 
Mrs. Johnson, and begs she will accept the 
basket of fruit sent herewith. 

' Mrsw Johnson jretums her best reipects to 
Mr. WiUon, and is greatly indebted to him 
for his obliging present 

Mr. and Mrs. C; present their respects to 
Mr. and Mm. D. and shall expect the pleas- 
ure of their company to meet a dinner patty 
at 3 o'clock on Wednesday afternoon next. . 
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Mr. and Mra. D. ve truly obliged bf the 

Elite tiiTitatidn eivea them by Mt« and 
rs. C. ;ftnd vill do themietres the honor 
of attending upon them at the appointed 
time. 

Mr. and Mra. D. present their laa^mifid 
eomplimenti to Mr. and Mis. C. and are ex- 
eeedingly lonry that the aerere indiapoaition 
of Mr. D. wiU deprive them^of the pleaaave 
of accepting their friendly invitation. 

• 

Mr. B. will be greatly obliged; if Mr« H. 
will fayor him vnth.a call this evetting» at 
eight o'clock, having some buainoM of par- 
ftioolar importancer- to oommuniottle. The 
lavor of an aniwer is requeeted. 

Mr. H. haa to acknowledge tibe honor ot 
Mr. B's note, and will have the pleasure of 
waiting upon him at the appoifited time 

Mr. H. is truly sorry that he is unavoida- 
bly prevented from waiting upon Mr. B. at 
ib» nour of eight this evenings but wiU, If 
agreeable, do himself that honor to-morrdir 
morning, at eleven o'cloek. 

£Gomp]imeBtary Cards must ^always have 
the address, A». at the bottom* similar to 
the two first] 



1 



7 



\ 



l.\.. 



I <-*. 



n [ 

t J - 






\%r% 



i 4 V^-^u 











>l 



y 



